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p3 p7 p11Tripura gets first
international waterway

AASAA protest against
amendments in labour laws

1,000-fold rise in quantum of
COVID-19 tests: ICMR

Where is the rainforest? I

see only coal...

JOCOSERIOUS

Cyclone Amphan lashes W Bengal, 72 killed

 SEE PAGE 6

K O L K ATA / B H U -
BANESWAR, May 21: A
powerful cyclone Amphan
that tore into West Bengal
has killed 72 people and
“completely devastated”
two districts as Kolkata and
several parts of the state
wore a battered look on
Thursday a day after the
storm left thousands of peo-
ple homeless, washed
away bridges and swamped
low-lying areas.

The fiercest cyclone to hit

West Bengal in 100 years that

destroyed mud houses and

agriculture crops, and up-

rooted trees and electric

poles also wreaked havoc in

Odisha damaging power and

telecom infrastructure in

several coastal districts. Od-

isha government officials es-

timated it has affected around

44.8 lakh people in the state.

“So far as per the reports

we have received, 72 people

have died in the state due to

Cyclone Amphan. Two dis-

tricts “North and South 24

Parganas are completely

devastated. We have to re-

build those districts from

scratch. I would urge the

Central government to ex-

tend all help to the state,”

West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee told re-

porters after conducting a

review meeting with officials.

“I will visit the affected

areas very soon. The resto-

ration work will start soon.

A large part of North and

South 24 Parganas and Kolk-

ata are facing massive power

cut since last evening. Even

telephone and mobile con-

nections are down,” she said.

“I have never witnessed

such a fierce cyclone and de-

struction in my life. I would

request Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to come and

visit Cyclone Amphan-affect-

ed areas.”

The Chief Minister also

announced a compensation of

Rs 2 lakh to Rs 2.5 lakh for

the family members of each

of the deceased.

Besides North and South

24 Parganas and Kolkata, the

districts of East Midnapore

and Howrah were the worst

hit as portions of several di-

lapidated buildings came

crashing down in several

places.

India denies
Chinese

claims of LAC
violations

NEW DELHI, May 21:

The Indian government on

Thursday denied China’s

claims that India is carrying

out any activity in violation

of the Line of Actual Control

in Ladakh and Sikkim.

“Any suggestion that Indi-

an troops had undertaken ac-

tivity across the LAC in the

Western Sector or the Sik-

kim sector is not accurate,”

the spokesperson of the

Ministry of External Affairs,

Anurag Srivastava told me-

dia during a virtual press

briefing.

All Indian activities, he

said, “are entirely on the

Indian side of the LAC. In

fact, it is Chinese side that

has recently undertaken

activity hindering India’s

normal patrolling patterns”.

The People’s Liberation

Army (PLA) has erected a

sizeable number of tents in the

Galwan Valley of the Union

Territory of Ladakh – an area

over which India is sensitive

about since the showdown in

the 1962 war. In the first

week of May, 250 Indian and

Chinese soldiers clashed with

iron rods, sticks, and even re-

sorted to stone-pelting in the

Pangong Tso lake area.

In the second week of May,

around 150 soldiers of both

sides had a face-off near Naku

La Pass in Sikkim. In both the

incidents, soldiers sustained

injuries. Both India and Chi-

na have now deployed addi-

tion troops both in tense ar-

eas of Galwan valley, Pangong

Tso lake and several areas in

northern Sikkim.
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First floor
of Nemcare

Hospital sealed
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: The

first floor of Nemcare Hospi-

tal has been sealed and the

hospital has stopped new ad-

missions after a patient test-

ed positive for COVID-19

yesterday.

Hospital authorities said a

resident of Tarunnagar in the

city, Raju Roy (32), was ad-

mitted with abdominal pain

on May 17.

“His surgery was due yes-

terday. While he was taken

to the OT, he was found to

have fever. His samples were

sent for COVID-19 tests and

it turned out to be positive,”

they said.

The patient was immedi-

ately evacuated to MMCH.

Health authorities have

taken samples of all the con-

tacts of the patients. Howev-

er, the patient’s primary con-

sultant has tested negative for

the novel coronavirus.

Centre sets fare limits
for domestic flights

NEW DELHI, May 21:

Domestic flights resuming

next week will be placed in

seven categories  on the ba-

sis of the journey’s duration,

and limits will be set on fares,

which would be in place till

August 24, Civil Aviation

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri

said on Thursday.

The Minister said each

band would have its specific

lower and upper limits of air

fare, and the first such band

will consist of flights that are

of less than 40 minutes dura-

tion.

The subsequent bands

from the second to the sev-

enth would be of flights with

durations of 40-60 minutes,

60-90 minutes, 90-120 min-

utes, 120-150 minutes, 150-

180 minutes and 180-210

minutes respectively, he told

a press conference.

However, Puri did not say

what would be the upper limit

and lower limit fares, and

when would airlines be able

to open their bookings for

domestic flights.

Aviation Secretary PS

Kharola, who was also

present at the press confer-

ence, said 40 per cent of the

seats would have to be sold

at the mid-point of the lower

and upper air fare limits set

for the flights.

Puri said he can’t comment

right now on when flight op-

erations would be restored

completely.
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Centre for strict implementation
of lockdown guidelines

NEW DELHI, May 21:

The Centre on Thursday

asked states to ensure strict

implementation of lockdown

and night curfew protocols,

saying it has noticed violation

of the restrictions at several

places.

In a communication to all

states and Union Territories,

Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla

asked them to strictly ensure

prohibition of all non-essen-

tial activities between 7pm

and 7am, saying the night

curfew imposed to contain

the coronavirus spread is an

“important element of the

Home Ministry guidelines”.

He said the night curfew

has been imposed to ensure

that people observe social

distance.

“Accordingly, local author-

ities should be asked to issue

orders in the entirety of

their jurisdiction, under

proper provisions of law, for

imposition of night curfew.

Strict compliance of these

orders should be ensured by

the local authorities,” he

said.

Bhalla said the Home Min-

istry has noticed reports of

violation of its guidelines at

several places.

“I would like to emphasise

that the MHA guidelines

should be strictly imple-

mented, and all authorities in

states and UTs should take

necessary steps to ensure

the same,” he said.

These stipulations, such as

wearing face covers, ensur-

ing social distancing at work,

transport and in public plac-

es, maintaining hygiene and

sanitation etc., are important

for containing the spread of

COVID-19. “It is the duty of

all district and local authori-

ties to enforce the national

directives,” he said.

Action against persons
jumping quarantine mooted

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21:

Faced with incidents of peo-

ple jumping quarantine, the

State Health Department to-

day said police has been asked

to take up cases against such

persons.

“We are entering a critical

phase. We are dealing with

imported cases and it is a big

challenge for the govern-

ment. Failure of an effective

quarantine system may lead

to community transmission,”

Health Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma warned.

The State government

has coined a term “ruthless

quarantine with a humane

heart” for its quarantine

strategy.

“Anyone coming from out-

side will have to undergo the

quarantine – seven days in in-

stitutional quarantine and the

remaining seven in home

quarantine. There cannot be

any compromise on this if we

have to fight the pandemic,”

Sarma said.

Around 25,693 people have

entered the State by road and

another 11,724 have come by

rail so far.

“In 37,000 people, we got

112 cases. Another 12 lakh

people are waiting to come.

Moreover, flight services

will resume from May 25,”

the Minister further cau-

tioned.

The State government has

decided to spend Rs 20,000

on each quarantined person

and the paid quarantine sys-

tem has been abolished.

During institutional quar-

antine, an amount of Rs 500

will be spent on the person’s

food every day for seven days.

Those quarantined in hotel

rooms will be allowed a rent

of Rs 2,000.
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Govt grant
GUWAHATI, May 21:

The government will
provide the second tranche
of subsistence allowance of
Rs 2,000 to 3.61 lakh
people of Assam living
outside the State tomorrow.
Over 600 patients
stranded outside will also
receive another Rs 25,000
soon. – Staff Reporter

Gaurav plea
NEW DELHI, May 21:

Congress Lok Sabha
member Gaurav Gogoi
today urged Environment
and Forest Minister
Prakash Javadekar to
cancel permission given to
Coal India Limited to mine
in Dehing Patkai and
protect the biodiversity
hotspot. – Spl
Correspondent

nnnnn Also see page 5

Review meet
NEW DELHI, May 21:

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will hold a
review meeting with CEOs
of public sector banks on
Friday to discuss various
issues, including loan
disbursement, as part of
efforts to revive the
economy reeling under the
COVID-19 impact. – PTI

2 Naxals shot
RAIPUR, May 21: Two

naxals, carrying rewards
on their heads, were
gunned down in an
encounter with security
forces in a forest near
Gidam in Chhattisgarh’s
Dantewada district today.
The shootout occurred at
around 2:30 pm. – PTI

NBWL clears majority of
‘development’ projects in haste
Approval to coal mining in Dehing Patkai just another example
SIVASISH THAKUR

GUWAHATI, May 21: Na-
tional Board of Wildlife
(NBWL)’s hasty and insensi-
tive clearance of coal mining
on an unbroken part of forest
falling under the Dehing Patkai
Elephant Reserve may have
shocked many but the apex
wildlife body’s decision mere-
ly follows what has been a dis-
cernible yet disturbing trend
for the past six years.

Since August 2014, some 99
per cent of the proposals that
involved clearance for indus-
trial or infrastructure develop-
ment projects falling in wild-
life habitat have been approved
by the NBWL.

Such has been the undue
haste shown by NBWL in un-
dermining forest and wildlife
concerns and facilitating ‘de-
velopment’ projects that many
conservationists, including
those formerly associated with
it have cried foul over the man-
ner and approach of its func-
tioning.

To make matters worse, the
three-year term of the NBWL
constituted in August 2014
expired long back, but the
same standing committee con-
tinues to operate in violation
of laid-down rules. As per
rules, the first meeting of the
newly-constituted NBWL
should select the standing
committee members but that

practice has stopped.
“NBWL or its standing

committee unfortunately rare-
ly talks of wildlife and their con-
cerns anymore whereas the
interests of conservation
should have been its guiding
principle. Of late almost all the
meetings on the standing com-
mittee’s agenda have been giv-
ing clearance to every devel-
opment project, riding rough-
shod over genuine wildlife and
environmental concerns,” a
former NBWL member wish-
ing anonymity told The Assam

Tribune.
Clearances have been giv-

en as quickly as in ten minutes
of a meeting.

He added that the function-

ing of NBWL leaves none in any
doubt whatsoever that it is toe-
ing the lines of the Central gov-
ernment that swears by devel-
opment at any cost, making it a
routine to override environmen-
tal concerns in the process.

According to the response
to a Lok Sabha query last year,
NBWL – charged with allow-
ing forestland even in protect-
ed areas (national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries) to be di-
verted for industry – cleared
682 of the 687 projects (99.82
per cent) that came up for
scrutiny. In fact, only five
projects had been rejected
since August 2014.
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22 more positive cases in
State, 6 discharged
Source of infection of 9 cases unknown

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: Fif-

teen more positive cases to-

day took the novel coronavi-

rus tally in the State to 210.

On the other hand, six pa-

tients – four from Silchar

Medical College & Hospi-

tal and two from MMCH in

the city – were discharged

today, taking the total

number of discharged pa-

tients to 54.

Meanwhile, the source of

infection of nine COVID-19

positive cases in the State is

still not known, leaving the

health department guessing.

“We are not able to estab-

lish the background of the

cases. There is no clear con-

clusion... We only can keep

guessing,” Health Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma said at

a media briefing today.

Of these nine cases, four

each are in Kamrup Metro

and Bongaigaon districts and

the rest one is from Kamrup

district.

Sarma said 112 of the 188

cases detected till Wednes-

day had travel history, while

36 were connected to the

Tablighi Jamaat congregation

and 32 others – which includ-

ed those in the city’s potato

godown case – were detect-

ed following contact tracing

of positive persons.

The current doubling rate

of the COVID-19 cases in the

State is six days. It took 27

days to reach 40 from 20 cas-

es, and the cases jumped

from 40 to 80 in 13 days.

The minister said the State

government was ramping up

its testing facilities and as on

date 1,000-1,200 tests are

being done in the seven labs

daily. The number of tests

conducted in the State till

today is 40,033.

The community surveil-

lance programme has  SEE PAGE 6

Rlys to run 3 trains
to NE from June 1

SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, May 21:

The Railways will run three

trains from June 1 to the

Northeast, according to an

announcement made by Rail-

way Minister Piyush Goyal.

The three trains include

Brahmaputra Mail (Dibru-

garh-Delhi), Lokmanya Tilak

Guwahati Express and Gu-

wahati-Jorhat Town Jan Shat-

abdi Express.

The Railways released the

list of 200 special trains that

will run from June 1 and said

that these will be fully re-

served trains having both air-

conditioned and non-aircon-

ditioned classes. Bookings for

these trains commenced to-

day. Other regular passenger

services, including all mail/

express, passenger and sub-

urban services, shall remain

cancelled until further notice.

According to the Rail-

ways, 178,990 tickets for

423,538 number of passen-

gers for over 70 trains have

been booked from 10 am

today. Goyal also announced

that booking of train tickets

will resume from tomorrow

at around 1.7 lakh common

service centres across India.

The RAC and wait list will

be generated as per extant

rules. However, waiting list

ticket holders shall not be

permitted to board the train.

nnnnn Also see page 5

scanned 21,489 villages so far

and health workers have de-

tected only 20,832 fever cas-

es, which, the minister said,

was a good sign as normally

there are 10-15 fever cases

in every village during this

season.

“The number of ILI (influ-

enza-like illness) cases de-

tected in the villages is 5,165,

SARI (severe acute respira-

tory infection) 219 and ma-

laria eight. One hundred and

seven suspected persons

have been recommended

quarantine.

WORLDWORLDWORLDWORLDWORLD
Confirmed cases 5,129,453

Cured/Discharged 2,044,614

Death 331,021

INDIAINDIAINDIAINDIAINDIA

Confirmed cases 112,333

Cured/Discharged 45,267

Death 3,435

ASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAMASSAM
Confirmed cases 210

Cured/Discharged 54

Death 4

Data as on Thursday

Commuters try to pass under an uprooted tree on a road, in the aftermath of super cyclone Amphan, in Kolkata on Thursday. – PTI

Villagers walk through
wind and rain, during the
ongoing nationwide
COVID-19 lockdown, at
Barikadanga village in
Baksa district, on
Thursday. – PTI
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Ph: 97060-43680

or 70860-44611

Urgently required retd. Bankers/

Govt. Officials for Guwahati.

Earning 45000/month.

Contact : 87249-67620, 97062-

26337.

SV/P/AC000063/12

Required retired persons &

Entrepreneurs for MNC. Earning

Rs. 45,000/-. Work from home.

Contact: 9678180856.

SV/P/AC000087/8

Interested candidate can send

their resume or can submit at

Radiant International School

Office, Sonapur (Radiant B.Ed

College) for engagement of

Principal, faculties for 2 years &

4 years regular B.Ed course by

25.05.2020. E-mail: contact@

radiantinternationalschool.in.

Contact: 9101944250.

SV/P/AP000034/1

Wanted for Pharmacy,

Pharmacist with licence with

experience, Pharmacy Sales boy

- Exp. in Pharmacy for 1 yr.

contact: 96788-02582/99549-

95356.

SV/P/AP000036/3

2 BHK at ground floor for family

near A.G. Office, Beltola. Rent

Rs. 11000/- pm. Contact:

9435408797.

TL/P/AC000154/1

*1/2/3 BHK DELUXE FLATS

WITH SWIMMING POOL

AND ALL MODERN

AMENITIES ARE

AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT

AZARA GUWAHATI.

PLEASE CALL DEBAJIT

BARUAH: 97060-44971,

MONOJ BARUAH- 97060-

47971. Website:

www.baruahconstruction.com

H&F/RL000002/7

Ready to move 3 BHK flats

(Ground floor) at Beltola 55

lakhs. Hatigaon 46 lakh,

including Parking/Transformer.

Ph. 98640-97777.

H&F/P/AP000033/8

*1/2/3 BHK DELUXE FLATS

WITH SWIMMING POOL

AND ALL MODERN

AMENITIES ARE

AVAILABLE FOR SALE AT

KHANA-MUKH  AND SOS

AIRPORT ROAD.PLEASE

CALL  : TULIKA: 86176-

06774, 97060-55971, DHIRAJ:

70029-13857 BARUAH

CONSTRUCTION. Website:

www.baruahconstruction.com

H&F/RL000003/7

1 Bigha myadi land

(Lankeswar, Jalukbari)

Plottingwise 11 Lakhs/Katha.

#60018-25795.

L&P/P/RC000001/15

A PLOT OF CULTIVATED

LAND NEARLY 30 BIGHA

NEAR MIRZA FOR SALE. PH.

7035384014, 6003082916.

L&P/P/NP000032/1

Save yourself from dust and

infection! For sanitization and

professional cleaning of home,

office and commercial place

please contact : 70052-09490,

70862-75092.

Sanitization/BL000045/7

For rent approx. 600 sq.ft. (170

+ 205 + 217) at 1st floor on VIP

Road, Narengi (Near Ganesh

Mandir). Contact : 94351-

43969, 86381-02561.

CS/RP00031/7

Home Nursing Care, Baby

Care. Patients Care. Contact:

8638895299, 86387- 22884.

Nursing/P/AP000019/15

Provide male Nurses,

Patientcare, Old age care, Baby

care 8472855108, 9954203312.

Nursing/P/AC000152/2

We provide home Nursing Care

baby care, patient care at home

Ph. 88256-26975, 76358-

54941.

Nursing/P/NP000030/2

Rhino Packers, Sixmile

M:98644-69464, Local shifting

M:94018-22253 (All India),

Packers & Transportation

Household Goods.

P&M/P/AC000113/30

Late Alish Hazarika
(13.05.1958 – 02.06.2019)

On this Punya Tithi of your

First Death Anniversary we

remember fondly all the

memories you have left

behind. But your presence is

left every moment. We

missed you every day and

every time. You are forever

in our heart, wherever you

are, we pray to Almighty for

eternal bliss of your departed

soul.

Sri Tapan Ch. Hazarika

(Husband)

& Family members.

CD/InMemo/P/RP000024/1

2500 to 98,000 sq.ft. Industrial

Shed/Warehouse, Godown at

Khanapara, Beltola, Lokhra,

Amingaon, Changsari, Mirza.

94354-03986.

Godown/P/AC000050/30

For rent 3750 square feet

Godown available for rent at

Lokhra Chariali. Contact:

8011005515.

Godown/P/AC000153/1

2250 SQ.FT. ROADSIDE

SAWKUCHI, LOKHRA RD.

OPP. KHATWALA ROLLING

MILL. 6002620528.

Godown/P/AP000026/1

LASER CUTTING MACHINE

MO. NO. 5200 COM

GOLDEN SIGN. 9706095498.

S&P/P/AP000028/1

Get your airconditioner serviced

before summer sets in! Best and

authentic AC repairing and

servicing in Guwahati

and Kamrup Rural Area! Contact

70052-09490, 70862-75092

Rep & Servicing/BL000044/7

Repair Laptop Chiplevel pickup

and delivery from home.

+916901746237 only Guwahati

jurisdiction.

Rep&Servicing/P/NC000007/1

SHORT TENDER

NOTICE
File No. AMDC/ET/324/2019-

20/46-48       Date:21/05/2020

Sealed quotation to be drawn

in F-2 form affixing non-
refundable Court Fee

Stamps of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees

Eight and paise Twenty Five)
only and with a validity period

of 180 (One Hundred and

Eighty) days are invited from
the registered contractors of

APWD Bldg. works/APHE for

the work as detailed below
and will be issued in the

Office of the undersigned

from 22nd May, 2020 to 26th
May,2020 and received upto

14:00 hours of 27th

May,2020. The technical bid
only will be opened on the

same day at 15:00 hours in

the office of the undersigned.
Gr. No.: 1, Name of work:

Construction of Security

barrack and Improvement of
latrine and bathroom, Septic

tank of Assam Mineral

Development Corporation
Ltd. (Khanij Bhawan) Dispur,

Guwahati-6. Approx. Value

of work: Rs. 12,81,105/-.
Eligibility of Contractor:

Class-IA /B/C, Class-II

Regd. Contractors under
APWD, (Bldg.).

Gr. No.: 2, Name of work:

Construction of Conference
Room on 2nd Floor of office

building, of Assam Mineral

Development Corporation Ltd.
and sanitary & water supply

and Electrical works at AMDC

Ltd. at Dispur, Guwahati-6.
Approx. Value of work: Rs.

10,99,162/-. Eligibility of

Contractor: Class-IA /B/C,
Class-II Regd. Contractors

under APWD, (Bldg.).

N.B:- Other details can be
seen in Tender documents.

Sd/- Managing Director,
Assam Mineral

Development

Corporation Ltd.
Khanij Bhawan,

R.P.Road, Dispur, Ghy-6

CD/TN/............/1

ONLINE CLASS SOFTWARE

SOLUTIONS &

DEVELOPMENT FOR

SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES,

COACHING CENTERS ETC.

CONTACT (+91) 9706211724,

9706448885, 7635998656,

www.nanoinformatics.in.

Software/P/AL000012/4

1500 SQ.FT. 3RD FLOOR

(LIFT) 1000 SQ.FT. 2ND

FLOOR (LIFT) OPP. HOTEL

VIP, KALAPAHAR.

6002620528.

OS/P/AP000027/1

For rent 500/1000/1500/2500/

4000 sq.ft. in Bhangagarh. No

security deposit. Contact-

9678802582/9954995356.

OS/P/AP000035/8

INTERNATIONAL

Icelandic horses play on a stud farm in Wehrheim Frankfurt, Germany, as the Sun rises on Thursday. – AP/PTI

BEIJING, May 21: China

on Thursday dismissed as

‘nonsense’ a senior US diplo-

mat’s remarks blaming it for

using constant aggression on

the border with India to try

to change the status quo and

said consultations were going

on through diplomatic chan-

nels between Beijing and New

Delhi, which has “nothing to

do” with Washington.

Responding to a question on

the flare-up of border ten-

sions between India and Chi-

na, Alice G Wells, the senior

US diplomat for South and

Central Asia, on Wednesday

described Beijing’s aggres-

sion as “not always rhetori-

cal” and accused it of continu-

ing with its “provocative and

disturbing behaviour” to try

to shift the status quo.

“There’s a method here to

Chinese operations, and it is

that constant aggression, the

constant attempt to shift the

norms, to shift what is the

status quo. It has to be resist-

ed,” Wells, the outgoing Prin-

cipal Deputy Assistant Secre-

tary of State for South and

Central Asian Affairs, told the

Atlantic Council think-tank at

a virtual event on Wednesday.

Chinese Foreign Ministry

spokesman Zhao Lijian told a

media briefing here that Chi-

na’s position on the China-In-

dia boundary issue is consis-

tent and clear.

The US “diplomat’s re-

marks are just nonsense,” he

said when asked about Wells’

comments.

“China’s border troops

firmly safeguard China’s ter-

ritorial sovereignty and secu-

rity, and firmly deals with the

Indian side’s cross over and

infringement activities,” Zhao

said.

“Our troops firmly safe-

guard the peace and stability

in the border region. We urge

the Indian side to work to-

gether with us, abide by our

leadership’s important con-

sensus, comply with the

agreements signed, refrain

from unilateral actions com-

plicating the situation,” he

said.

“We hope they will make

concrete efforts for peace and

tranquillity in the border re-

gion. There are consultations

and diplomatic channels be-

tween the two sides that have

nothing to do with the USA,”

Zhao said.

On May 5, around 250 Indi-

an and Chinese army person-

nel clashed with iron rods,

sticks, and even resorted to

stone-pelting in the Pangong

Tso lake area in Eastern Lada-

kh in which soldiers on both

sides sustained injuries. – PTI

China debunks US envoy’s comments on
Sino-India border issue as ‘nonsense’

KABUL, May 21: The first

visit to Kabul by Washing-

ton’s peace envoy since Af-

ghanistan’s squabbling polit-

ical leadership reached a

power-sharing agreement

comes amid increased vio-

lence blamed mostly on an

Islamic State affiliate that has

been targeted in stepped-up

US bombing.

Zalmay Khalilzad, in a flur-

ry of tweets on Thursday, told

of his meetings in Doha earli-

er in the week with Taliban

representatives and on

Wednesday with Afghan Pres-

ident Ashraf Ghani and fellow

leader Abdullah Abdullah. All

were aimed at resuscitating a

US-Taliban peace deal signed

in February.

Khalilzad returned to Wash-

ington late on Wednesday.

Khalilzad called for a re-

duction in violence by all

sides in Afghanistan’s pro-

tracted conflict that has kept

America militarily engaged

for 19 years. He also said

too much time has been

wasted getting to the sec-

ond and critical phase of the

peace deal, which calls for

talks between the Taliban

and Afghanistan’s political

leadership.

Abdullah will head those

efforts as part of the deal he

signed with Ghani to end

their monthslong dispute

over who won Afghanistan’s

presidential election last

September.

He conceded the win to

Ghani but as part of a power

sharing agreement.

US President Donald

Trump said again last week

that American soldiers have

wrongly been tasked with

policing the country and

called on Afghanistan to

step up.

The US has about 12,000

soldiers deployed to Afghan-

istan, split between counter-

terrorism and the NATO-led

Resolute Support’s 16,500

troop mission, which trains

and aids Afghanistan’s Na-

tional Security Forces. Wash-

ington currently pays about

USD 4 billion annually to

keep Afghanistan’s military in

fighting form. – AP

US envoy working to resuscitate
flagging Afghan peace deal

LONDON, May 21: The

British government has ex-

tended a COVID-19 Bereave-

ment Scheme, which grants

permanent UK residency to

the family members of over-

seas medics who die after con-

tracting the coronavirus, to all

healthcare staff and social care

workers.

UK Home Secretary Priti

Patel on Wednesday said the

scheme will apply not only to

the families and dependents of

foreign doctors and nurses

killed on the National Health

Service (NHS) frontline dur-

ing the pandemic, but also to

lower-paid NHS support staff,

including from India.

“Every death in this crisis

is a tragedy, and sadly some

NHS support staff and social

care workers have made the

ultimate sacrifice in the pur-

suit of saving the lives of oth-

ers,” the Indian-origin Cabinet

minister said.

“When I announced the in-

troduction of the bereavement

scheme in April, I said we

would continue to work across

government to look at ways

to offer further support. To-

day we are extending the

scheme to NHS support staff

and social care workers,” she

said.

The UK has so far officially

recorded 312 healthcare-relat-

ed deaths from coronavirus –

181 of them in the NHS and

131 social care workers with-

in the healthcare sector. These

deaths include many Indian

medics, who make up one in

10 of all foreign-born doctors

in the NHS.

The Bereavement Scheme

launched last month means the

families and dependents of

these healthcare sector em-

ployees, who have died due to

the deadly virus in the line of

duty, are eligible for indefinite

leave to remain (ILR) in the

UK, free of charge.

This permanent residency

option will now also cover sup-

port staff and social care work-

ers who die as result of con-

tracting coronavirus, effective

immediately and retrospec-

tively.

“We want to ensure fami-

lies have the support they need

and so this will be effective

immediately and retrospec-

tively,” Patel said, adding that

the move was in recognition

of their “tireless dedication

and selflessness”. – PTI

UK scheme to all COVID-19
overseas healthcare victims

WASHINGTON, May 21:

Scientists have proposed a

new truncated process for

developing vaccines quickly

during a pandemic, with a fast

start and many steps execut-

ed in parallel before confirm-

ing a successful outcome of

another step, an approach

they claim can help stop the

COVID-19 crisis.

According to the research-

ers from the Coalition for

Epidemic Preparedness Inno-

vation (CEPI), vaccine devel-

opment is a lengthy, expen-

sive process with high rates

of attrition, typically taking

multiple candidates, and many

years to produce a licensed

therapeutic.

CEPI, which includes

Nicole Lurie, Distinguished

Health Policy Fellow from the

University of Pennsylvania in

the US, is a foundation that

finances independent re-

search projects to develop

vaccines against emerging in-

fectious diseases.

In an article, published in

the New England Journal of

Medicine, experts from CEPI

said vaccine developers usu-

ally follow a linear sequence

of steps, with multiple paus-

es for data analysis or manu-

facturing-process checks due

to the cost and high failure

rates of the process.

However, with a quick start

and phases executed in paral-

lel, such as scaling up manu-

facturing before successful

confirmation of the outcomes,

the scientists believe the pro-

cess can be fast-tracked, but

with high financial risks.

They said for some vaccine

platforms which have yielded

significant success in humans,

phase I clinical trials may be

able to proceed in parallel with

testing in animal models.

According to the research-

ers, an ideal platform for this

new paradigm would support

development from viral se-

quencing to clinical trials in

less than 16 weeks.

Such a truncated process,

they said, can demonstrate the

successful and consistent ac-

tivation of immune respons-

es in humans, and be suitable

for a large-scale manufactur-

ing platform that is indepen-

dent of the pathogen.

Citing an example, they

said Moderna’s mRNA-based

SARS-CoV-2 candidate vac-

cine entered a phase I clinical

trial on March 16, less than

10 weeks after the first ge-

netic sequences were re-

leased. – PTI

Scientists propose new truncated process for
developing COVID-19 vaccines at ‘pandemic speed’

Nepal reports
3rd coronavirus

death
KATHMANDU, May 21:

A 41-year-old Nepalese man

died on Thursday, becoming

the third person to succumb

to the coronavirus in the

country on a day when 26

new COVID-19 cases were

reported, the Health Minis-

try said.

The surge in the coronavi-

rus cases along with the new

death has prompted the Ne-

pal government to seal the

Kathmandu Valley, imposing

complete restriction on peo-

ple entering the capital city.

The new death was report-

ed from Rupandehi district

and the patient had tested

positive for coronavirus a few

days back, a senior health au-

thority from the ministry said.

He was on ventilator sup-

port. Nepal reported the first

two COVID-19 linked deaths

last week.

On Thursday, Nepal re-

ported 26 fresh cases of coro-

navirus, taking the total num-

ber of infections to 453.

“One male aged 27 from

Rupandehi district and eight

males aged between 17 and

54 from Jhapa district have

been confirmed as corona

positive. Apart from this 17

other cases were also re-

ported,” the official said.

“At present 14 cases have

been reported in Kathmandu.

Those entering into the Val-

ley require a certificate of

Rapid Diagnostic Test nega-

tive tests,” the official said.

Till now, coronavirus tests

have been conducted on

38,736 people in the country.

Globally, the cases of coro-

navirus continues to surge

with a total of 5,011,476 in-

fections and 328,368 deaths,

according to Johns Hopkins

University. – PTI

Iran: More than
10k health care

workers infected
with virus

TEHRAN, May 21: The

coronavirus has infected more

than 10,000 health care work-

ers in hard-hit Iran, news out-

lets reported Thursday.

The report carried by semi-

official news agencies, includ-

ing ISNA, cited Deputy

Health Minister Qassem Jan-

babaei, who did not elaborate.

However, reports earlier in

the week put the number of

infected health care workers

at only 800. Iran says more

than 100 of those workers have

died. Iran on Thursday put the

number of dead from the vi-

rus at 7,249, or 66 more than

Wednesday. Health Ministry

spokesman Kianoush Jahan-

pour said there were more

than 129,000 confirmed cases

of the virus, including 2,392

more than Wednesday. – AP

Texas base put on
lockdown after

reports of shooter
CORPUS CHRISTI (US),

May 21: A naval air station in

Texas went on lockdown on

Thursday morning after an ac-

tive shooter was reported near

one of the facility’s gates.

Naval Air Station-Corpus

Christi said the shooter was

“neutralized” and all gates re-

mained closed. There were no

immediate reports of what

happened to the shooter or

other injuries.

The station had a similar

lockdown last December.

In another incident at the

base last year, a man pleaded

guilty to destruction of US

government property and pos-

session of a stolen firearm for

ramming his truck into a bar-

ricade at the Corpus Christi

station. – AP

Pak continues to
be a priority in
neighbourhood

diplomacy: China
BEIJING, May 21: China

said on Thursday that it will

continue to accord priority to

Pakistan in its neighbourhood

diplomacy and reinforce ?iron-

clad’ ties as the all-weather al-

lies celebrated the 69th year

of the establishment of their

diplomatic relations.

Pakistan recognised China in

1951, a year after India estab-

lished diplomatic ties with

Beijing. India became the first

non-Communist country in

Asia in 1950 to establish diplo-

matic relations with China.

Though a late entrant, Paki-

stan, an Islamic republic, has

emerged as Communist Chi-

na’s closest ally and the two

countries in recent years

firmed up their all-weather al-

liance with USD 60 billion

China-Pakistan Economic Cor-

ridor, the biggest overseas in-

vestment by Beijing.

“Today marks the 69th an-

niversary of the diplomatic

relationship between China

and Pakistan. I offer congratu-

lations”, Foreign Ministry

spokesman told a media brief-

ing here on Thursday. Zhao,

who worked earlier as China’s

Deputy Ambassador to Islam-

abad, had a personal note of

praise for his stint in Pakistan.

“I had the pleasure of work-

ing in Pakistan. Before leaving

the country, I said that Paki-

stan stole my heart. I believe

it shows the deep-rooted

friendship between the two

countries,” he said.

“In future, we have every

confidence in the development

of bilateral relations. We will

continue to put Pakistan a pri-

ority in our neighbourhood di-

plomacy and work together

for high-quality CPEC devel-

opment”, Zhao said. – PTI
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NEW DELHI, May 21: For

every positive COVID-19 test

more than 20 negative tests

have been done, the ICMR has

said, asserting there has been a

1,000-fold increase in the quan-

tum of tests per day in the last

two months.

A total of 25,12,388 samples

had been tested by 9 am of May

20, and the testing capacity has

been scaled up to 1 lakh tests

per day, it said.

Starting with less than 100

COVID-19 tests per day just

two months ago, a 1000-fold in-

crease in just 60 days was made

possible by dedicated teams

from research institutions, med-

ical colleges, testing laborato-

ries, ministries, airlines and post-

al services working together,

Workers from Assam
happy to stay in Kerala

KOCHI/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, May 21: Far from their

homeland in Assam, migrant workers in Kerala have no issues

in staying back in ‘God’s Own Country’ during COVID-19 lock-

down as long as they get jobs and money in their pockets.

Workers, employed in shops and establishments or factories

and taken care by their employers, are largely happy to stay

back while the daily wagers who have no permanent jobs and

hit by COVID-19 lockdown desperately want to return.

“I have no problem here. We are having work and are get-

ting paid. Our accommodation has been taken care of,” Jakari

Ahmed, hailing from Nagaon district in Assam, told PTI.

The 21-year-old man, working in a Aluva-based house con-

struction company for the past 8 months, said he came to Ker-

ala 7 years ago and is very happy to be in the State. He was

earlier employed elsewhere.

Asked if he was keen to return to his home State, Ahmed’s

response was: “Only if there is any problem here. There are

no issues here and we are happy to be working in Kerala.”

Ahmed says he misses his family, particularly now with Ram-

zan round the corner.

Normally during Ramzan he visits his parents. This time due

to the lockdown, it was not possible, he said adding he does

miss his mother’s home cooked food.

Asked if he was missing Assamese cuisine, Ahmed said they

cook fish, chicken and vegetables and have started liking Ker-

ala food also. – PTI

Timely case
identification
reason for low
mortality rate:

Health ministry
NEW DELHI, May 21: The

mortality rate in COVID-19

cases in India is 3.06 as against

the global rate of 6.65, the

Union health ministry said on

Thursday, crediting the ef-

forts towards timely case

identification and proper clin-

ical management for this low

figure.

An analysis of the deaths

show 64 per cent of the fatali-

ties are among males and the

remaining 36 per cent fe-

males, the ministry said.

Providing an age distribu-

tion of the fatalities, the minis-

try said 0.5 per cent of the

deaths are reported in the less

than 15 years age group, 2.5

per cent between 15 and 30

years, 11.4 per cent in those

aged between 30 and 45, 35.1

per cent between 45-60 years

and 50.5 per cent fatalities

among people aged above 60

years.

Further, 73 per cent of the

deaths had underlying comor-

bidities. Elderly people (above

60 years of age) and people

having comorbidities are iden-

tified as high risk groups for

COVID-19.

“The case mortality rate in

India is 3.06 per cent, which is

much lesser in comparison to

the global case mortality rate

of 6.65 pc. This brings into fo-

cus our efforts towards timely

case identification and proper

clinical management of the cas-

es,” the ministry said in its

statement.

The death toll due to COV-

ID-19 rose to 3,435 and the

number of cases climbed to

1,12,359 in the country in a 24-

hour span till Thursday 8 am,

registering an increase of 132

deaths and 5,609 cases.

A total of 45,299 patients

have recovered so far and

3,002 people have been cured

in the last 24 hours, the min-

istry said. “The recovery

rate is improving continuous-

ly and is 40.32 per cent cur-

rently,” it said. – PTI

the Indian Council of Medical

Research (ICMR) said in a state-

ment.

In January, India had only one

laboratory testing for COVID-

19, at the Indian Council of Med-

ical Research’s National Institute

of Virology, Pune. “Today there

are 555 laboratories across the

country, performing molecular

tests for diagnosis of COVID-

19 – an unparalleled achieve-

ment in the history of the Indian

health system,” the apex health

research body said.

Faced with an unprecedent-

ed challenge, both in terms of

technicalities and scale, Indian

scientists had to innovate exten-

sively, health workers had to

train and learn on the job, ad-

ministrators had to coordinate

multiple actions round the clock

amid the challenges of a nation-

wide lockdown.

In the absence of an effec-

tive treatment, prevention is

the best strategy, which re-

volves around testing. In a di-

verse country like India, for

inclusive and equitable access

to testing, optimization of re-

sources, based on the evolv-

ing epidemic was an essential

part of sustainable scaling up.

“As the epidemic evolved,

India’s testing strategy under-

went iterative calibration to

keep pace with the changing

epidemiology and extent of in-

fection. This ensured that ac-

cess to tests was assured for

risk groups that needed it the

most; wasteful, unnecessary

testing was avoided; and test-

ing infrastructure was opti-

mally scaled up without taking

away resources from other

key public health interven-

tions,” the ICMR said.

This is evidenced by the fact

that for every positive test

more than 20 negative tests

have been done throughout the

course of the epidemic, it said.

“With its testing capabilities

now matching the most ad-

vanced countries in the world,

Indian institutions have risen

to the occasion in an emergen-

cy situation. In the days ahead

their contributions will be re-

quired even more as India con-

tinues to grapple with the clear

and present danger still posed

by COVID-19,” it said. – PTI

1,000-fold increase in quantum
of COVID-19 tests: ICMR

NEW DELHI, May 21:

Against the backdrop of leading

vaccine maker Bharat Biotech

partnering with Thomas Jeffer-

son University of Philadelphia

to develop a new vaccine candi-

date for COVID-19 invented at

Jefferson, it seems the emer-

gency vaccine for COVID-19

would be available latest by Jan-

uary or February next year, says

NK Ganguly, former Director

General, Indian Council of Med-

ical Research (ICMR).

Speaking to IANS, Ganguly

said that most of the vaccine

development programme aim

at identifying the genetic code

of the spike protein, which has

already been identified in this

case, that SARS-CoV-2 uses to

enter the human cells. In the

development of the vaccine, this

is used to trigger an immune

response against subsequent

exposure in people who are vac-

cinated, he added.

“Emergency vaccine will be

available for use latest by Janu-

ary or February 2021,” said

Ganguly.

RNA is the genetic material

of the viruses and messenger

RNA or mRNA vaccines are

fully synthetic. After knowing

the target antigen’s sequence,

the production of a vaccine can

be accelerated, and this infra-

structure could also be utilised

by other mRNA vaccines that

contain a different sequence.

Ganguly insisted that

mRNA synthetic vaccine is

quick to develop and with the

aid of accelerated clearances

from regulatory authorities,

the usual time-frame of 5

years could be reduced drasti-

cally. Usually, the course of vac-

cine development, from lab to

market, on an average, takes

between 5 to 10 years.

According to the National

Centre for Biotechnology In-

formation, mRNA vaccines

represent a promising alter-

native to conventional vaccine

approaches because of their

high potency, capacity for rap-

id development and potential

for low-cost manufacture and

safe administration.

Responding to a query on

testing capacity of the country,

Ganguly said India is testing

smart, against the backdrop of

1.3 billion population, unlike

South Korea and China. “The

authorities are testing for vi-

ruses in clusters and hotspots.

1 lakh tests a day is too less in

the context of the 1.3 billion

population in the country.

There should be at least 1 mil-

lion tests a week. But, we can-

not put all the money and re-

sources in testing, therefore,

India’s smart testing strategies

are fair. Also, India does not

have infrastructure like South

Korea and China,” he said.

Ganguly also insisted that

the transmission of the virus

is highest in hotspots and clus-

ters, therefore, these areas

should be targeted through

smart testing. – IANS

‘COVID-19 vaccine could be
ready by Jan-Feb 2021’

NEW DELHI, May 21: Rail-

way Minister Piyush Goyal on

Thursday said booking of train

tickets will resume at around

1.7 lakh common service cen-

tres across the country from

Friday, making the service ac-

cessible to those in remote

locations where the availabili-

ty of computers and Internet

is negligible or absent.

The minister said bookings

will also resume at counters

at specific railway stations over

the next two to three days.

“We have to take India to-

wards normalcy. We are de-

veloping a protocol to identi-

fy the stations where counters

can be opened. We have to

ensure that there are no large

crowds gathering at counters

to book tickets, so we are

studying the situation and de-

vising a protocol towards it,”

Goyal said.

“We will also soon announce

the resumption of more

trains,” he further said.

He said the railways, which

started the Shramik Special

trains from May 1, has run

2,050 such trains since then,

ferrying around 30 lakh mi-

grants, students and other

stranded people.

He said till date the railways

has been able to run only 27

trains in West Bengal and till

May 8-May 9, only two trains

could reach there. Jharkhand

has allowed only 96 trains,

while Rajasthan has so far re-

ceived 35 trains, he said.

Crediting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for conceptu-

alising the railways’ isolation

coaches for coronavirus pa-

tients, Goyal said the PM had

called him to suggest if these

coaches can be converted. Rail-

ways so far has converted

around 5,000 coaches into

COVID-care centres which

will be deployed at 225 sta-

tions.

He said the railways has also

started bookings for the 100

pairs of special trains with both

AC and non-AC services which

will operate from June 1.

He also said within 2.5 hours

of opening bookings for the 100

pairs of special trains on

Thursday, four lakh passengers

had booked tickets.

People have also started re-

verse bookings to come back

to work, he said. – PTI

Train ticket bookings to open
at physical facilities

More trains to be announced, says Goyal

NEW DELHI, May 21:

More than 50 million people

in India do not have access to

effective handwashing, putting

them at a greater risk of ac-

quiring and transmitting the

novel coronavirus, according

to a study.

Researchers from the Insti-

tute for Health Metrics and

Evaluation (IHME) at the Uni-

versity of Washington in the US

found that without access to

soap and clean water, over 2

billion people in low- and mid-

dle-income nations – a quarter

of the world’s population – have

a greater likelihood of trans-

mitting the coronavirus than

those in wealthy countries.

According to the study, pub-

lished in the journal Environ-

mental Health Perspectives,

more than 50 per cent of the

people in sub-Saharan Africa

and Oceania lacked access to

effective handwashing.

“Handwashing is one of the

key measures to prevent

COVID transmission, yet it is

distressing that access is una-

vailable in many countries that

also have limited health care

capacity,” said Michael Brau-

er, a professor at IHME.

The study found that in 46

countries, more than half of

people lacked access to soap

and clean water.

In India, Pakistan, China,

Bangladesh, Nigeria, Ethiopia,

Democratic Republic of the

Congo, and Indonesia, more

than 50 million persons in each

country were estimated to be

without handwashing access,

according to the study.

“Temporary fixes, such as

hand sanitizer or water trucks,

are just that – temporary fix-

es,” Brauer said. “But imple-

menting long-term solutions is

needed to protect against COV-

ID and the more than 700,000

deaths each year due to poor

handwashing access,” he said.

He noted that even with 25

per cent of the world’s popu-

lation lacking access to effec-

tive handwashing facilities,

there have been “substantial

improvements in many coun-

tries” between 1990 and 2019.

Those countries include

Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Nepal,

and Tanzania, which have im-

proved their nations’ sanita-

tion, the researchers said.

The study does not esti-

mate access to handwashing

facilities in non-household set-

tings such as schools, work-

places, health care facilities,

and other public locations such

as markets. – PTI

Over 50 million Indians at
high COVID-19 risk: Study

NEW DELHI, May 21: In a

first, President Ram Nath Ko-

vind on Thursday accepted

credentials from envoys of

seven countries through vid-

eo-conference.

“This was the first time in the

history of Rashtrapati Bhavan

that credentials were present-

ed through the digital medium,”

an official statement said.

Addressing the envoys, Ko-

vind said the COVID-19 pan-

demic posed an unprecedent-

ed challenge to the global com-

munity and the crisis called for

greater global cooperation.

He pointed out that India has

been in the forefront of extend-

ing support to fellow nations

in fighting the pandemic, a

statement issued by the Rash-

trapati Bhavan said.

The President said digital

technology has enabled the

world to overcome the chal-

lenges posed by COVID-19 and

carry out its functions in an in-

novative manner. In this regard,

he called the digitally-enabled

credentials ceremony a special

day in India’s engagement with

the diplomatic community in

New Delhi, the statement said.

Kovind further noted that

India remains committed to

harnessing the limitless pos-

sibilities of the digital pathway

for the advancement of its peo-

ple and the world at large.

“Today’s event has added a

new dimension to India’s digital

diplomacy initiatives,” he said.

Choe Hui Chol, Ambassador

of the Democratic People’s

Republic of Korea; Abdoul

Wahab Haidara, Ambassador of

the Republic of Senegal and

Roger Gopaul, High Commis-

sioner of the Republic of Trini-

dad and Tobago, among others

presented their credentials to

the President.

Santi Bai Hanoomanjee,

High Commissioner of the Re-

public of Mauritius; Barry Rob-

ert O’Farrell, High Commis-

sioner of Australia; M Eric

Camille, Ambassador of the

Republic of Cote d’Ivoire and

Jacqueline Mukangira, High

Commissioner of the Republic

of Rwanda, also presented their

credentials. – PTI

President receives credentials from
foreign envoys

CHENNAI, May 21: During

the nationwide COVID-19

lockdown, Kerala recorded

the highest number of cyber

attacks followed by Punjab and

Tamil Nadu, a study by antivi-

rus software firm K7 Comput-

ing said on Thursday.

In a statement issued here,

the company said its K7

Computing’s Cyber Threat

Report, a comprehensive

analysis of cyber attacks dur-

ing the lockdown has found

that Kerala recorded the high-

est number of cyber attacks

during this period. The report

analyses various cyber at-

tacks within India during the

pandemic and reveals that

threat actors targeted the

state with COVID-themed

attacks aimed at exploiting

user trust.

In Kerala, regions like Kot-

tayam, Kannur, Kollam, and

Kochi saw the highest hits

with 462, 374, 236, and 147

attacks respectively, while the

State as a whole saw around

2,000 attacks during the peri-

od – the highest thus far in the

country.

This was followed by Pun-

jab with 207 attacks and Tamil

Nadu with 184 attacks, the

company said.

The sudden surge in the

frequency of attacks wit-

nessed from February 2020 to

mid-April 2020 indicates that

scamsters across the world

are exploiting the widespread

panic around coronavirus at

both the individual and corpo-

rate level.

These attacks are aimed to

compromise computers and

mobile devices to gain access

to users’ confidential data,

banking details, and cryptocur-

rency accounts.

The key threats seen dur-

ing this period ranged from

phishing attacks to rogue apps

disguised as COVID-19 infor-

mation apps that targeted us-

ers’ sensitive data.

Phishing attacks were no-

ticed more in Tier-II and Tier-

III cities while the metros

fared better. Smaller cities saw

over 250 attacks being blocked

per 10,000 users. – IANS

‘Kerala, Punjab, TN faced brunt of
cyber attacks during COVID-19’

Farmers carry wheat crop as they return to their homes following heavy rainfall induced by Cyclone Amphan, in Birbhum

district on Thursday. – PTI
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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Keep smiling, because life is a beautiful thing

and there’s so much to smile about.

– MARILYN MONROE

Save Dehing Patkai
While the Covid-19-induced global shutdown has given

Mother Nature some much-needed respite from the atro-

cious ways of humans who think little about defiling her to

make way for so-called development, one earnestly hoped

that the developments would kindle a rethink among all of

us, especially governments and policymakers, to mend our

ways for a harmonious coexistence with the natural envi-

ronment. Unfortunately, some of the recent actions from our

governments and various government authorities strongly

indicate a trend in stark contrast. A case in point happens to

be the approval given by the National Board of Wildlife

(NBWL), allowing coal mining activities on a forest tract that

is part of the Dehing Patkai Elephant Reserve, the core

area of which also forms the Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctu-

ary. Acclaimed for its rich biodiversity, the entire stretch of

forests also constitutes the last vestiges of rainforests in the

region. When the elephant reserve and the wildlife sanctu-

ary were created more than one-and-a-half-decades back, it

was an acknowledgement of the importance and significan-

ce of those forests. It, therefore, reflects poorly on the au-

thorities – both the Centre and the State Government – that

they should now seek to undermine the immeasurable worth

of the same stretch of rainforests by subjecting it to the

highly polluting and damaging coal mining activities. The

role of the NBWL in particular has been deplorable, as it has

shown utter disregard and insensitivity towards a matter of

vital and long-term conservation interest. Disturbingly, sev-

eral decisions of the NBWL in the past few months have

made it look like a body serving the interests of industrial

lobbies, as it accorded hurried clearance to quite a few

projects that involved desecration of forests and wildlife

habitats. It has also been reported that the Board bothered

little to hold its periodical sittings and reconstitute its gener-

al body for the past several years.

The State Government authorities have now taken re-

course to the argument that coal mining has been on in and

around that area for long and some illegal mining activities

had been stopped there recently. All this cannot distract

from the core issue that it is opening up an unbroken part of

the Saleki forest for mining despite the fact that the area

forms a contiguous belt with the elephant reserve. Many

long-ranging animals such as elephants and tigers need

large areas for their survival and breeding. Significantly, the

area in question also constitutes an elephant corridor linking

it with the adjoining Arunachal Pradesh wildlife habitats.

Finally, given that we have parted with vast and pristine

tracts of forests in the State in the past two-three decades,

where is the need to tinker with the few remaining forests

that we have? The case of Saleki is further strengthened by

the fact that it is part of our last remaining rainforest stretch-

es that shelter wide-ranging flora and fauna. It should have

been the bounden duty of the State Government to zealous-

ly protect these forests from any further destruction and

fragmentation. Sadly, it has exposed where its priorities lie.

Tea Day
Globally, the brew that cheers but not inebriate has been

witnessing cheerless times. While improving technologies

and developments in tea craft, and the evolution of the small

tea grower segment in countries other than China, has re-

sulted in continuous increase in world tea production, de-

mand for the brew has suffered a decline, thereby resulting

in tea planters securing lesser remuneration for their pro-

duce. There has been a number of reasons for the decline in

demand, one being the propensity of the younger genera-

tion to shun the brew in favour of aerated drinks. Ironically,

the decrease in demand has been most marked in tea-pro-

ducing countries, where the per capita consumption is rela-

tively low, despite the beverage being considered to be a

more affordable drink and the most popular one after water.

Given such a dismal scenario, an intergovernmental group

on tea had called for measures to direct greater efforts to-

wards expanding demand, particularly in tea-producing

countries, and supporting efforts to address the declining

per capita consumption in traditional importing countries.

The United Nations had responded to the call last year by a

decision to designate May 21 each year as International

Tea Day, the first of these having been observed this year.

The basic objective of this move, amongst other aims, is

reduction of poverty in tea-producing nations, empower-

ment of women (this industry being the highest employer of

women), the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, etc.

The significance of this day hardly needs to be reiterated,

tea having as it does an enormous potential to fight hunger

and poverty in developing nations. The UN has marked the

tea industry as a major source of income and export reve-

nues for some of the poorest countries in the world, as well as

one which can generate great number of jobs, especially in

remote and economically disadvantaged areas. Being one of

the most important cash crops, tea can play a significant role

in rural development, poverty reduction and food security in

developing countries. As for the developed world, which apart

from the UK has traditionally favoured other drinks over tea,

it must be made to recognize that consumption of tea brings

enormous health benefits and wellness due to the bever-

age’s anti-inflammatory, antioxidant and weight loss effects. It

must also be noted that tea being an agricultural product, its

cultivation is dependent on agro-ecological conditions, and

therefore likely to be adversely impacted upon by climate

change, which has already been affecting yields, tea product

quality and prices, lowering incomes and threatening rural

livelihoods. It is to be hoped that having an International Tea

Day will motivate the world to undertake measures mitigat-

ing climate change, to promote and foster collective actions to

implement activities in favour of the sustainable production

and consumption of tea and raise awareness of its importance

in fighting hunger and poverty.

he world is fighting a bat-

tle against Covid-19 and

the Government of As-

sam is leaving no stone

unturned to ensure that all precau-

tionary measures are undertaken to

contain the virus. The State Gov-

ernment is working tirelessly from

the very beginning in screening,

quarantine, massive mobilization of

the public healthcare services, ag-

gressive social campaigning and time-

ly lockdown in the State to prevent

the spread of the virus to the most

vulnerable population of Assam and

avert a major catastrophe.

The Health Minister of Assam,

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, has pre-

pared the Health Department of the

State well to tackle the dreaded

Covid-19 leading from the front.

The man deserves credit for his

painstaking efforts in containing the

outbreak through appropriate ar-

rangements. Adequate health infra-

structure and health facilities have

been identified and set up for Cov-

id-19 management in Assam. The

State Health Department has al-

ready notified and uploaded infor-

mation on their websites/public in-

formation platforms about the as-

signed three categories of Covid-

dedicated health infrastructure and

health facilities – Dedicated Covid

Hospital (DCH), Dedicated Covid

Health Centre (DCHC) and Dedi-

cated Covid Care Centre (DCCC).

The DCH, that is the first category,

fully equipped with ICUs, ventila-

tors and beds with assured oxygen

support, offer comprehensive care

primarily for those who have been

clinically assigned as severe. The

second category, i.e., DCHC having

beds with assured oxygen support

offer care for all cases that have been

clinically assigned as moderate,

T

An estimated 5-10% of the total

patients will require critical care

in the form of ventilator support.

Clearly, the growing demand for

ventilators is going to outstrip

the limited supply really soon in

Assam. In this situation, supply

of hospital beds and critical care

equipment like ventilators needs

to be quickly ramped up.

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Indo-Nepal border tension

Sir, – India and Nepal have been

friendly neighbours despite some

border disputes between the two

countries. India is also the largest

trade partner of Nepal for many

years. Few days ago, Indian

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

inaugurated a road for the Kailash

Mansarovar Yatra via the Lipulekh

pass near the Indo-Nepal border.

This road will make the journey of

the pilgrims to Kailash Mansarovar

shorter, comfortable and less

costly. But, after the inauguration

of the road, the Nepali Govern-

ment started showing aggression

against India claiming that the

specific road passes through their

territory. The Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Nepal even issued a press

statement opposing India’s road

construction in that area. But, the

Indian Ministry of External Affairs

rejected Nepal’s objection on the

issue giving proper reasons. Very

recently, the Cabinet of Nepal has

while the third category, the DCCC,

offers care only for cases that have

been clinically assigned as mild or

very mild cases or Covid-19 sus-

pect cases. The DCCCs are make-

shift facilities which may be hostels,

hotels, schools, stadia, etc., both

public and private, with separate

areas for suspected and confirmed

Covid-19 positive cases. Every

DCCC is mapped to one or more

DCHC and at least one

DCH for referral purpos-

es. The medical centres

with testing facilities of

Covid-19 in Assam include

the Guwahati Medical

College and Hospital, As-

sam Medical College and

Hospital, Silchar Medical

College and Hospital,

Jorhat Medical College

and Hospital, Fakharuddin

Ali Ahmed Medical Col-

lege and Hospital, Tezpur

Medical College and Hos-

pital and the Regional

Medical Centre in Lahow-

al, Dibrugarh. Training is

being carried out for the

doctors, nurses, paramedical staff

and other healthcare workers of As-

sam. These people are well protect-

ed as the State Government has

provided them good quality person-

al protective equipment (PPE) kits

and N95 masks. Moreover, the

Health Minister is constantly moti-

vating the doctors, nurses, paramed-

ical staff and healthcare workers of

Assam and also upgrading the med-

ical infrastructure by setting up nu-

merous quarantine centres, isolation

wards and intensive care units. Ear-

lier, the State health administration

signed MoUs with private hospitals

to refer non-Covid cases to them in

order to reduce the burden on pub-

lic healthcare facilities as many of

them were converted into Covid-

19 hospitals.

Although the number of Covid-

19 positive cases is still low in As-

sam, experts have warned against

community spread of the disease.

The report by the National Prepar-

edness Survey on Covid-19 by the

Department of Administrative Re-

forms and Public Grievances, Gov-

ernment of India, in April 2020

warned that homecoming of large

numbers of migrants from other

States may pose a serious challenge

to Assam. In this situation, Assam

may face Stage III spread of Covid-

19, which is community transmis-

sion, and a huge number of persons

may be infected. It will lead to a rap-

id and huge increase in demand for

health infrastructure and facilities.

The Health Minister of Assam has

asked the district administration a

few days back to maintain utmost

vigil in this regard as he noted that

the State’s healthcare system will

not support the Stage III situation

of Covid-19. The current healthcare

infrastructure across the State in-

cluding manpower, facilities, equip-

ment, etc., will be inadequate to be

effective against a massive Covid-

19 invasion that has left even the

advanced nations clueless. While

Assam must strive to augment its

healthcare facilities on a war foot-

ing, if such a large-scale outbreak of

the disease occurs, the same will

also require substantial expenditure.

In such a situation the Central Gov-

ernment must assist Assam Gov-

ernment’s build-up process with a

mega bailout package to prepare for

such a catastrophic emer-

gency as the State will

not be able to cope with

its own resources.

In Assam, currently all

suspected cases of Covid-

19 are referred to the gov-

ernment hospitals where

they need to provide nec-

essary healthcare to the

affected individuals. As per

the National Health Pro-

file 2019, regarding gov-

ernment hospital beds per

1000 population, Assam

lies below the national fig-

ure, which is 0.55 beds per

1000 population. The avail-

ability of government hos-

pital beds is abysmally low in Assam,

and an epidemic like Covid-19 can

very quickly complicate the problem

even further. An estimated 5-10% of

the total patients will require critical

care in the form of ventilator support.

Clearly, the growing demand for ven-

tilators is going to outstrip the limit-

ed supply really soon in Assam. In

this situation, supply of hospital beds

and critical care equipment like venti-

lators needs to be quickly ramped up.

Then, excess capacity in private

healthcare must be strategically used

by the government and emergency

plans of setting up hospital beds in

army camps should be executed as

soon as possible.

The Covid-19 crisis has generat-

ed serious discussion over the

State’s public healthcare sector. It

has provided an opportunity for the

Government and civil society

groups to identify and recognize the

challenges in the public healthcare

sector. Recently, larger involvement

of the private sector in healthcare

in Assam has been encouraged.

Though some of the private sector

hospitals have been providing cred-

ible services, most of them are in

big cities and the poor people can-

not afford the cost involved, so they

cannot actually fulfil the needs of

the common people of Assam.

Therefore, there is a dire need for

a robust health service in the pub-

lic sector. Notwithstanding some

positive interventions, the State’s

public healthcare sector still has a

lot to accomplish before it can reach

the standards of the advanced

States of India. The public expend-

iture is the lowest on the health

sector in Assam, whereas it is im-

perative for any government to in-

vest tremendously in public health-

care which is a defining parameter

for a State’s growth and develop-

ment. The State budget allocation

for the health sector is only 5.90%

of the total budget in the current

financial year. The Government

needs to allot sufficient funds for

public healthcare in Assam. Short-

age of doctors and absence of

matching heath infrastructure in

Assam are distancing a vast seg-

ment of populace from public

healthcare delivery. Assam needs

to maintain the three-tier system

(primary, secondary and tertiary)

properly for delivering healthcare

to the people. Hopefully, the State

Government will draw lessons

from the Covid-19 disaster and

work on improving the public

healthcare facilities in Assam.

Thalinomics and a self-sustaining economy
he present pandemic of

Covid-19 and the crisis

being faced by all nations

have proved that the con-

cept of development needs to be re-

visited. Apart from the issues of

health, safety and hygiene concerns,

the precautionary and preventive

measures and the researches on cur-

able vaccines, there are equal con-

cerns for the looming economic cri-

sis each country is foreseeing in the

immediate and also far future. There-

fore, two important economic as-

pects almost everyone is worried

about are 1) the availability of every-

day needs and basic essentials for

livelihood and 2) ways to overcome

a badly-affected economy in a post-

Covid scenario. And here comes the

need for a self-sustaining economy.

Building a national economy on the

principle of self-sustainability does

not mean building an economy in iso-

lation, in today’s time. It includes

welcoming international economic

collaboration, close economic and

technical cooperation between na-

tions, while ensuring minimum de-

pendence on foreign economies. In a

country like ours, it is vital to build a

national economy that adheres to the

principle of self-sustainability in eco-

nomic construction in a diversified

and integral manner.

n  Mita Nath Bora

India, like China, has an increas-

ingly influential role to play in the

shifting politics, strategies and alli-

ances that will determine the na-

ture of globalization in years to come.

The political focus on India is large-

ly to do with its emerging status as

a global player economically and

politically. It is being courted by

America, for the strategic role it can

play in balancing China’s global ex-

pansion and influence. It presents

compelling opportunities to the glo-

balizing world – with regard to both

the market it offers, and the cost

benefits of a cheaper labour pool. A

large number of companies have

entered the market attracted by the

size of the Indian market (with over

one billion people and a youth popu-

lation of about 600 million) and the

low cost base of production.

Today, India is focused on a wealth-

based economy. Our PM highlighted

in India’s 73rd Independence Day

speech on August 15, 2019 that only

when wealth is created will wealth

be distributed and that ethical wealth

creation has always been a noble hu-

man pursuit. It brought in the con-

cept ‘Thalinomics’ –an attempt to re-

late economics to the common per-

son using something that he or she

encounters every day – a plate of food,

i.e., a thali. Accordingly, our Finance

Ministry has identified several levers

for furthering wealth creation: such

as, entrepreneurship at the grass-

roots as reflected in new firm crea-

tion in India’s districts; promote ‘pro-

business’ policies that unleash the

power of competitive markets to

generate wealth as against ‘pro-cro-

ny’ policies that may favour incum-

bent private interests; integrate ‘As-

semble in India’ into ‘Make in India’

to focus on labour-intensive exports

and thereby create jobs at large

scale; efficiently scale up the bank-

ing sector to be proportionate to the

size of the Indian economy and track

the health of the shadow banking sec-

tor; and also use privatization to fos-

ter efficiency.

For a self-reliant economy, apart

from the common knowledge of

strengthening our indigenous rural

industries that had been the back-

bone of our economy even prior to

the British rule, strengthening

MSME, etc., a holistic approach in-

volving the regional economy, state

economy percolating to the local

economy and down to each house-

hold economy should be adopted. For

example, the regional economy

should be interconnected as a sup-

port to neighbouring States, meet-

ing each other’s requirement to the

maximum extent so as to cut down

on cost of transportation of goods

from far flung places. State economy

should be so strengthened that each

district, city/town has at least one

standalone economic potential, be it

in agriculture, tourism, art and craft

making, metal production, handloom,

educational hub, music, etc., to make

it self-sustaining; and finally down to

strengthening each household in a

village to possess one independent

livelihood means, such as farming,

handloom, handicraft, food process-

ing, handmade products, etc.

Besides, economic development

should be need-based and not on

‘wants’ because ‘wants’ are unlimit-

ed and can never be fulfilled. ‘Wants’

lead to mass accumulation, misuse

of resources, uncontrolled harness-

ing leading to dangerous climate de-

struction and climate change.

Everything that is essential for

daily living, the basic needs, for

example, essential food items, ba-

sic clothing, material for a house,

etc., should be produced within the

country and industries should be

accordingly categorized. Analogy

can be drawn from Maslow’s Hi-

erarchy of Need Theory for indus-

try categorization. Here, the bio-

logical and safety needs, the basic

needs and the psychological needs

are the ones that a nation must be

self-sufficient in and hence aim to

develop and strengthen these vi-

tal industries within the nation, so

as to not to be dependent on other

economies, while, trading global-

ly mostly in the esteem and self-

fulfilment needs.

Every other thing for which we

have good resources and enough raw

material should be exported to help

strengthen foreign reserves.

Urban spending is the key to

market sustainability but it should

be channelized to the right direc-

tion to ensure that ‘Made in India’

products are more preferred, keep-

ing both price and quality factor in

mind, and proudly worn.

Minimizing hoarding culture is

important too. Climate change and

climate emergency are another prob-

lem knocking at our door and hence

the need for awareness/sensitizing on

effects on climate deterioration.

Awareness on sustainable fashion and

sustainable food should be well ex-

plained to the younger generation,

encouraging them more towards

sustainable living.

So a holistic approach that includes

the protection and preservation of the

environment and ecosystems and the

spiritual progress of citizens, based

on a production structure that guar-

antees and facilitates employment

through decentralization and locali-

zation, along with collaboration with

foreign nation on trade, technology,

FDI and strengthening foreign ex-

change can drive us towards a

wealthy self-sustaining economy.

T

endorsed a new political map

showing Lipulekh, Kalapani and

Limpiyadhura regions within their

territory. This is quite a big step by

the Nepali Government to show

the disputed regions within

Nepal’s border which are present-

ly parts of Indian territory. Many

experts assume that the Nepali

Government is taking an anti-India

stand under the influence of the

Communist Party of China. This

kind of unofficial involvement of

the Communist Party of China in

the internal affairs of Nepal can

become a great concern for India.

Yours etc., PHANINDRA

BARMAN, Sandheli, Nalbari.

Save Dehing Patkai
Sir, –In the last few days we

have seen protests and criticism

for the recent news of a coal

mining project in Dehing Patkai. A

decision has been taken by the

National Board of Wildlife (NBWL)

to allow 98.59 hectares of land at

Saleki for mining coal. Dehing

Patkai is known as the home for

elephants in Assam and it is also

the Amazon of the East. The

Dehing Patkai elephant reserve of

which Saleki is a part is the largest

rainforest in India which covers

575 square kilometres across

Tinsukia, Dibrugarh and Sivasagar

districts in upper Assam. Many

animal species like the Hoolock

gibbon, tiger, gaur, golden cat,

binturang and varieties of plants

including orchids are found

marking its wildlife diversity. We

request the Union Ministry of

Environment to take steps to save

the lungs of Assam. All the people

of Assam must raise voice against

this detrimental move and stand up

for Dehing Patkai. Yours etc.,

AMANDEEP CHOUDHURY,

Bongaigaon.

(II)
Sir, – Through your esteemed

daily, I would like to draw the

attention of the Prime Minister

Narendra Modi regarding the

granting of permission to extract

coal inside the Dehing Patkai

Wildlife Sanctuary. The decision of

the Central Government is really

shocking. The rich biodiversity of

the sanctuary will be ruined if

excavation of the hills for

extracting coal is allowed. Yours

etc., PRANJAL KR SHARMA,

Morigaon.

Poor road condition
Sir, – Through the columns of

your widely-circulated daily, I

would like to draw the attention of

the authorities concerned towards

the treacherous condition of roads

in Nazira. Nazira has now become

the hub of many educational,

commercial and other socio-

economic activities which demand

a good road communication

system but the present road

condition of Nazira defies all logic.

The main roads connecting the

town are no longer safe to travel.

The perilous condition of the

primordial Dhodar Ali awakens

the concern of many. The two

approaching sides of the bridge on

the Dikhow have already

witnessed many dangerous

accidents due to their worst

conditions. Though some repair

work was undertaken two months

back, that was left half done and

the road just went back to its

Articles (within 1000-1100 words) and

Letters to the Editor for publication in

the editorial page may be sent to the

email ID: editor@assamtribune.com.

Pandemic and public healthcare in Assam
n  Dr Dharmakanta Kumbhakar

earlier dilapidated condition. All

government funds for mainte-

nance of roads now seem to be

inadequate for the roads of Nazira.

For more than four years, the

roads of Nazira have never been

reconstructed. Therefore, I

request the authorities concerned,

especially the minister concerned

of the PWD, to take necessary

actions against such discrepancies.

Yours etc., SAMEER LAHAN,

Nazira, Sivasagar.

Corrigendum

Sir, – A major mistake occurred

in my report titled ‘Ailing sattra-

dhikar’s zealous bid to translate

epics,’ (AT, May 20), concerning

the famous pre-Sankaradeva era

poet Madhava Kandali. It was

wrongly mentioned in the report

that he was the teacher of

Srimanta Sankaradeva. I regret

the mistake. Yours etc., AJIT

PATOWARY, Guwahati.
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LOCAL FORECAST:

Generally cloudy sky
with moderate rain.
Maximum and minimum
temperatures are most
likely to be 25°C & 22°C
respectively on Friday.

TEMPERATURE:
Max 24.8°C
Min 22.0°C

Financial aid on
Rajiv Gandhi
death anniv
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: On

the occasion of the death an-

niversary of former Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the

Assam Pradesh Youth Con-

gress (APYC) today provid-

ed financial assistance to eco-

nomically disadvantaged fam-

ilies in each district of Assam.

An amount of Rs 200 each

was provided to 500 such

families in each district, said

APYC general secretary

Suman Kalyan Bora.

He said that APYC decid-

ed to undertake this exercise

as part of Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi’s call to pro-

vide direct cash assistance to

people whose income has

been affected on account of

the COVID-19 pandemic and

the nationwide lockdown.

Youth Congress commit-

tees at the district and con-

stituency levels undertook

the programme.

Meanwhile, the APCC today

organised a shraddhanjali pro-

gramme at Rajiv Bhawan here

to pay respect to the former

Prime Minister.

Anti-Terrorism
Day observed

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 21: The

officers and staff of the Assam

Secretariat observed Anti-

Terrorism Day and took oath

at the Secretariat today.

The oath was administered

by Addl Chief Secretary GDD,

etc., Maninder Singh. Commis-

sioner and Secretary, SAD,

GAD, etc., Dr M Angamuthu

and other senior officials were

present on the occasion.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the day was observed

by following social distancing

norms while taking the oath.

The objective of the obser-

vance was to wean people

away from violence and to gen-

erate awareness among peo-

ple about the impact of terror-

ism on human lives.

Troops of Guwahati Fron-

tier of BSF observed the day

at the Frontier Headquar-

ters, Patgaon here, as well as

sector headquarters and all

battalions under the Frontier,

reiterating their resolve to

continue to fight against anti-

national elements.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: As

part of the Railway Ministry’s

plan to go for graded restora-

tion of passenger services

across the country, six trains

are to be run within and to

and from the Northeast Fron-

tier Railway (NFR) zone.

“Ministry of Railways, in

consultation with the Minis-

try of Health & Family Wel-

fare and the Ministry of

Home Affairs, has decided

that train services on Indian

Railways will be further par-

tially restored. Indian Rail-

ways will start operation of

200 passenger train (or 100

pairs) services from June 1

and booking of tickets for all

these trains commenced at

10 am today. These special

services will be in addition

to the existing Shramik Spe-

cial trains being run since May

1 and the Passenger Special

AC trains being run since

May 12. Other regular pas-

senger services including all

Mail and Express, Passenger

and narrow gauge services

NFR to run 6 trains as part of graded

restoration of passenger services
shall remain cancelled until fur-

ther advice,” said Subhanan

Chanda, Chief Public Relations

Officer (CPRO) of NFR.

The trains which are

planned for operation within

and to and from the NFR area

are the 05955/05966 Delhi-

Dibrugarh Brahmaputra Mail,

the 05645/05646 Guwahati-

Lokmanya Tilak Terminus Ex-

press, the 02067/02068 Guwa-

hati-Jorhat Town Jan Shatabdi

Express, the 02407/02408

Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri

Karmabhumi Express, the

05484/05483 Delhi-Alipurdu-

ar Mahananda Express, and

the 02377/02378 Sealdah-Ali-

purduar Padatik Express.

“These trains will be spe-

cial trains on the pattern of reg-

ular trains and they will have

both AC and non-AC classes

and general coaches with re-

served seats. There will be no

unreserved coaches. The tim-

ings and stoppages of these

trains will be as per regular

trains,” said Chanda.

Tickets for these trains can

be booked through the Indi-

an Railway Catering and

Tourism Corporation

(IRCTC) website or Mobile

App only. “No tickets can be

booked across the reserva-

tion counter at any railway

station. Booking of tickets

through IRCTC agents and

railway agents is also not per-

mitted,” said Chanda.

Only passengers with con-

firmed tickets will be allowed

to enter the railway stations.

“RAC and waiting list will be

generated as per extant rules.

However, waiting list ticket

holders will not be permitted

to board the train. No tickets

will be issued onboard to any

passenger during the journey.

No Tatkal and Premium Tatkal

booking is permitted in these

trains. Railway Passengers

(Cancellation of Ticket and Re-

fund of Fare) Rules, 2015 will

be applicable to ticket cancella-

tion. The advance reservation

period will be a maximum of

30 days,” said the NFR CPRO.

Linen, blankets and cur-

tains will not be provided in-

side the train.

“Four categories of Divy-

angjan concession and 11 cate-

gories of patient concessions

are permitted in these special

trains. Catering charges will

not be included in the fare. Pas-

sengers are encouraged to car-

ry their own food and drinking

water. However, IRCTC will

make provision for limited eat-

ables and packaged drinking

water on a payment basis only

in those trains having a pantry

car attached,” said Chanda.

Only asymptomatic pas-

sengers will be allowed to

enter the railway stations and

board the trains.

“All passengers must wear

face covers or masks at the

entry and during travel. The

passengers will have to reach

the station at least 90 minutes

in advance to facilitate pre-

boarding thermal screening.

Passengers will have to ob-

serve social distancing both at

the station and on trains. On

arrival at their destination, the

travelling passengers will have

to adhere to such health pro-

tocol as prescribed by the

state or Union Territory

where a train will finally end

its journey,” said Chanda.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: NGO

Save Guwahati Build Guwahati

(SGBG) has expressed concern

at the news of converting two

guest houses of IIT Guwahati

(IIT-G) into quarantine centres

at a very short notice, causing

problems to a number of occu-

pants of the guest houses who

were yet to be allotted proper

accommodation.

The organisation stated that

through this step, the govern-

ment has put the lives of around

3,500 people in danger, especial-

ly because among the residents

of IIT-G quarters are elderly peo-

ple, children and persons with

chronic illnesses.

SGBG further asked the

government to continue with

the night curfew for one more

month and to impose Section

144 to manage lockdown effec-

tively.

“Effective quarantine facility

is the need of the hour. At the

same time caring for the health

and wellbeing of the other citi-

zens is also of paramount im-

portance so that the infection

does not spread further. We

Quarantine centres
at IIT-G opposed

‘Shift in academic year not conducive in Assam’

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21:

The proposal taken by the

State government to shift

the academic year from Jan-

uary-December to April-

March, is facing flak from the

teacher and student commu-

nities of Assam.

The decision was taken as

the COVID-19-induced lock-

down has badly affected aca-

demic activities in the State.

In a recent notice, the State

education department had an-

Interestingly, while major stakeholders have opposed the Govt move, SEBA’s website showed that till date around 96

per cent have agreed to the proposal while only three per cent have opposed it.
nounced the government’s bid

to shift the academic year from

January-December to April-

March every year and that in

the current year the academic

year would be extended up to

March 31, 2021. This would

compensate the loss of academ-

ic days due to the lockdown and

would also be in conformity

with the academic year of CBSE

and most of the other state ed-

ucation boards, the department

notice had said.

Reacting to the proposal,

president of the All Assam

Students’ Union (AASU) Di-

panka Kumar Nath said,

“Implementation of the de-

cision will involve some tech-

nical problems because our

academic year is fully relat-

ed to our environment and

other social and economic

factors. Earlier our academi-

cians had finalised the aca-

demic year by studying all

these factors.”

Nath also pointed out that

to compensate the loss suf-

fered by the students due to

the ongoing lockdown, the

current academic year needs

to be extended up to March

next year. But it should not

be a permanent system. He

said AASU would soon ap-

proach the State government

on the issue.

Echoing similar concerns,

Tulsi Das, former general sec-

retary of the Assam College

Teachers’ Association said,

“Our students will suffer a lot

from such a decision of the

State government. It will cause

problems for our students in

participating in national-level

entrance examinations too.

Moreover, as flood is a regu-

lar calamity in Assam, so start-

ing the academic year during

the rainy season will not be a

wise decision. Especially, in our

colleges, implementation of

the Choice Based Credit Sys-

tem (CBCS) will not be possi-

ble with a change in the aca-

demic year.”

Ratul Chandra Goswami,

general secretary of the As-

sam State Primary Teachers’

Association said that as chang-

ing the academic year is a very

crucial matter, the State gov-

ernment ought to take time

in finalising the decision.

It is noteworthy that the

State education department

had requested all stakehold-

ers to submit their opinions

on the matter through the of-

ficial website of the Board of

Secondary Education, Assam

(SEBA). Interestingly, the

website showed that till date

around 96 per cent have

agreed to the proposal and

around three per cent have

opposed it.

Goswami said that the ed-

ucation department ought to

take opinions from environ-

mentalists, scientists and ex-

perts from other fields too

regarding the matter.

“At a time when we are un-

certain when the pandemic will

be over, changing the academ-

ic year is not a scientific move.

Moreover, most of the students

studying in government prima-

ry and high schools belong to

farmer families. So such chang-

es will affect those families

too,” Goswami added.

Dainik Asam
news wins

acclaim in Kerala
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: A

news item published in the

Dainik Asam on the present

condition of Assamese mi-

grant workers in Kerala has

got wide acclaim in the print

media of that State.

The news was written by

Dainik Asam’s deputy chief

of bureau Jitendra Kumar

Choudhury and published on

May 19. It revealed how the

Kerala state government and

the local people have been

extending a helping hand to

Assam’s stranded workers.

The news was based on tel-

ephonic interviews with mi-

grant workers engaged in dif-

ferent places of Kerala. Dur-

ing the interviews, the work-

ers stated that they feel safe

at their places of work and do

not want to come back home,

which showed a picture com-

pletely contradictory to the

misery faced by the migrant

workers in other states of the

country amid the lockdown.

On May 20, Deshabhima-
ni, a leading newspaper of

Kerala picked up the news.

It also published the clipping

of the news published in

Dainik Asam. The news also

become the talk of the day in

social media on May 20.

Death
condoled

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: Ba-

ligaon Milon Chora, a city-

based organisation of people

hailing from Baligaon of

Jorhat, has condoled the death

of Ajit Kumar Sarma, a resi-

dent of Baligaon who later

settled in Bangaluru, follow-

ing a brief ailment recently.

DN Chakravartty and

Mridul Kumar Baruah, pres-

ident and general secretary

respectively of the Chora, de-

scribed Sarma as a self-made

person who was socially con-

scious and was associated with

several organisations both at

Baligaon and in Bangaluru.

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: Con-

gress MP Gaurav Gogoi has

called upon the Central govern-

ment to reverse the decision

to allow coal mining in the De-

hing Patkai Elephant Reserve.

In a letter to Union Minister

for Environment, Forest and

Climate Change Prakash Java-

dekar, the Lok Sabha MP from

Kaliabor constituency stated

that the recent decision permit-

ting Coal India Ltd to start coal

mining in Dehing Patkai is “ex-

tremely dangerous”.

“Assam is the most bio-

diverse region in South Asia and

Dehing Patkai is a special region

within Assam with rare species

of birds, butterfly, fish, animals

and water bodies. In 2003, As-

sam government had protect-

ed this region as Dehing Patkai

Elephant Reserve because an

‘Reverse move on
Dehing Patkai mining’

elephant corridor runs through

this area... In 2012, Assam State

Wildlife Board refused permis-

sion to Coal India Ltd for casting

coal in this wildlife sanctuary,”

Gogoi stated.

He alleged that “unprece-

dented illegal rat-hole coal

mining” is going on at Dirak

Likhajan under Dehing Patkai.

“This is not possible with-

out the blessing of local politi-

cal leaders. People of Assam

want protection of our biodi-

versity, not its destruction.

Even though the State Wild-

life Board has made this anti-

environment recommenda-

tion, your Ministry has the

power to recall the permission

(given) to Coal India Ltd. On

behalf of the people of Assam,

I request you to protect Deh-

ing Patkai as an Asiatic biodi-

versity hotspot and elephant

reserve,” Gogoi said.

Tribute to lady who
bequeathed body for

medical research
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: The Ellora Vigyan Mancha

today offered tribute to Kanta Sengupta (84), a retired

employee of the Railway Mail Service (RMS) and a

pioneering woman with a scientific temperament and

love for humanity.

Sengupta, a resident of Beltola here, breathed her

last on May 18 at her daughter’s residence at Anand

in Gujarat where she was staying since January. She

had bequeathed her eyes and body after death

through the Ellora Vigyan Mancha for enrichment

of medical science and benefit of mankind. Her last

will for organ and body donation was registered at

the office of the Senior Sub Registrar, Guwahati on

June 21, 2006.

Showing full respect to her last wishes, Sengup-

ta’s family tried to donate her body to the nearest

medical college at Anand. However, the authorities

of the medical college expressed their inability to

receive the body due to the prevailing COVID pan-

demic situation. Finally, she was cremated at Anand

on May 19.

Sengupta was an active member of the All India

RMS and MMS Employees’ Union affiliated to the

National Federation of Postal and Telegraph Employ-

ees. She was also vice president of the Assam Circle of

RMS and MMS Class-III Employees’ Union. She re-

tired from Guwahati RMS in 1995.

Meanwhile, Ellora Vigyan Mancha has extended its

heartfelt sympathies to Sengupta’s bereaved family.

She is survived by a son and a daughter.

GMC issues notice
to meat sellers

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 21:

Senior journalist

and former ex-

ecutive editor of

Asomiya Kha-

bar Mozahedul

Haque passed

away at a private

hospital here

this morning.

He was 50. He

leaves behind his

wife and a son.

Haque was undergoing

treatment at the hospital

here with various ailments

and breathed his last at 4 am.

Chief Minister Sarbanan-

da Sonowal has condoled the

demise.

Hailing from Dhubri,

Haque completed his educa-

tion from Bholanath College,

Dhubri, and Gauhati Univer-

sity. A resident of Kahilipara

Journalist Colony, he joined

Sandhya Batori and later

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 21: The
Guwahati Municipal Corpo-
ration (GMC) through a no-
tice today requested the meat
sellers of the city
to slaughter ani-
mals at designat-
ed places after
certifying ante-
mortem and
post-mortem
e x a m i n a t i o n
from the GMC.

“It has come
to the notice of
the Corporation that majori-
ty of the meat vendors are
violating the norms laid down
by the department while
slaughtering animals and per-
forming slaughter in their
own premises as well as sell-
ing meat without following
the procedures such as ante-
and post-mortem examina-

tion from the GMC’s autho-
rised veterinary doctors.
Necessary action will be ini-
tiated against the defaulters,”
the notification said.

“The kind of act is a gross
violation of Pre-
vention of Cru-
elty to animal
Act, 1960, The
Prevention of
Cruelty to Ani-
mals (Slaughter
House) Rules,
2001, Guwahati
Municipal Cor-
p o r a t i o n

Slaughter House Act, 2012
coupled with registration and
licensing provisions in terms
of the Food Safety and Stand-
ard Act, 2006 among others,”
the notification added.

The Corporation also ap-
pealed to citizens to purchase
meat only from the approved
and licensed vendors.

wonder why the Rajiv Gandhi

Stadium is not converted into a

quarantine centre like the Saru-

sajai stadium.

“The government recently

extended lockdown by anoth-

er two weeks with further re-

laxations. Even curfew timing

has been changed by one hour.

It should not have happened

because our daylight timing is

different. We request the gov-

ernment to continue with the

curfew for another month,”

SGBG president Krishno K

Borooah said.

 SGBG vice president Ajoy

Dutta said, “If the government

decides to open schools from

June, then they must imple-

ment some immediate steps to

restrict spread of COVID-19 in-

cluding complete sanitization of

the school buildings, full saniti-

zation measures for the stu-

dents entering the school

premises, adequate supply of

handwash liquids, sanitizers, etc.,

at every school.”

The NGO also advocated em-

ploying the even-odd formula for

students attending classes to

maintain social distancing and also

to reduce traffic on road.

Journalist Mozahedul
Haque passes away

worked for Natun Dainik

and Asomiya Khabar.

The Guwahati Press Club

(GPC) has

mourned the

death. In a con-

dolence mes-

sage, GPC pres-

ident Manoj Ku-

mar Nath and

secretary San-

joy Ray termed

his death as an

irreparable loss

for the entire

media fraternity of the

State.

“The media fraternity will

remember his immense con-

tribution in the field of jour-

nalism and he will always re-

main as the inspiration for the

young generation,” the state-

ment added. Praying for eter-

nal peace of the departed

soul, the GPC added that his

political satire writing is a

precious contribution to the

Assamese literature.

Book sheds light on medicinal properties of tea
CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 21: A book titled Tea:
A Wonder Drink for Health and Wellness

was released today by the Industries and

Commerce Minister Chandra Mohan Pa-

towary during an interactive meeting with

tea industry and Tea Board here on the

occasion the first International Tea Day.

The book is authored by Dr Pradip

Baruah, Chief Advisory Officer of the

Tocklai Tea Research Institute (TTRI),

who has been associated with the tea in-

dustry for the last 28 years, and has been

published by Tea Vision, an NGO work-

ing for the wellbeing of the industry.

Releasing the book, Patowary said,

“As informed by the author, this book

could well be the first such compilation

of various research findings worldwide

on the health benefits of drinking tea.

Each finding mentioned in this book is

backed by related reference of the re-

search carried out in that area. It cre-

ates awareness as to how drinking tea

provides beneficial properties against

various ailments. This should also in-

crease consumption of tea.”

“There is a reference in the book that

the world’s fastest marathon runner,

from Kenya, consumes tea in large quan-

tities. I highly appreciate Bidyananda

Barkakoty and the entire team of Tea

Vision along with the author Dr Pradip

Baruah for publishing such an important

book on tea and health,” the minister

said in his speech.

Speaking on the occasion, Bidyanan-

da Barkakoty, president of Tea Vision,

said the book is a review of the scientific

papers on the chemical constituents,

medicinal, therapeutic, wellness and nu-

tritional values of tea, highlighting re-

search findings across the world includ-

ing some popular beliefs. The book is

aimed at informing the readers about

the enormous benefits of drinking tea

for health and wellness, he added.

In his speech, the author said that the

medicinal and nutritional properties in tea

give a boost to immunity, promote healthy

life and reduce mortality. While drinking

tea for its taste and enjoyment, people

also intake many medicinal and therapeu-

tic compounds in it which are beneficial to

human body. A total of 30 health beneficial

properties of drinking tea have been found

as indicated by scientific studies carried

out across the world.

“These are all indicated in various sci-

entific researches being carried out

across the world, although further clinch-

ing proof on human trials is necessary on

these aspects. The other topics covered

in the book on tea and meditation, tea

and aromatherapy, tea and detox, tea gas-

tronomy, health benefits of different types

of tea and tea seed oil, etc, should be of

immense interest to the tea drinkers,

researchers, common readers and tea

industry as a whole around the world,”

he added.

Writer Arup Kumar Dutta has writ-

ten the foreword in the book that has

been prefaced by messages from Dr

Kanwar Narain, Director, ICMR–Re-

gional Medical Research Centre, NE

Region, Dibrugarh, and by Dr Satyajit

Borah, vice president, Indian Medical

Association, Assam branch.

Dr KK Dwivedi, Commissioner and

Secretary, Industries and Commerce;

Sanjio Kumar, Executive Director, Tea

Board; Ramenlal Baishya, Assistant Di-

rector, Tea Board; and Harsh Sutodiya,

Executive Committee Member, Tea Vi-

sion, were also present on the occasion.

Amphan-induced weather
may weaken today

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21:

Guwahati, along with sever-

al parts of the State, wit-

nessed moderate to heavy

showers in the last 24 hours

as an impact of cyclone ‘Am-

phan’. Incessant rains affect-

ed normal life in the city

where many areas wit-

nessed artificial flood as well.

However, the intensity of

the rainfall is likely to come

down tomorrow.

As per the latest report of

the Indian Meteorological

Department, light to moder-

ate rainfall is likely to occur

at most places in Assam,

while heavy to very heavy

showers along with squally

wind is expected to hit the

western districts of the State

in the next 12 hours. The lat-

est IMT report also

stated that the storm is

likely to weaken further

in the next few hours.

An official of the Assam

State Disaster Manage-

ment Authority, mean-

while, informed that al-

though a heavy rainfall is

unlikely to occur tomorrow,

the preventive and rescue

teams will remain alert.

“The water level of the

rivers and other tributaries

are well below the danger

mark,” he said, adding no

casualty has been reported in

the State so far.



FRIDAY, MAY 22, 20206  THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI NATIONAL

No. CE/CC/WR/NIT/2019-20/1003/41

PRESS NOTICE FOR BID
Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Chandmari, Guwahati-3, on behalf of Governor of Assam invites Tender

for the following works

Sl. Name of Approx. HOA

No. W.R. Name of The Scheme amount in

Division lakh (Rs.)

1. Tezpur W.R. Immediate measures for closing of breaches on both bank Spoil bunds on

Division different location including restoration of demage section of the River 360.00 SDRF

Brahmajan Under SDRF 2019-20.

2. Tezpur W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of damages at Bihigaon on R/Bank

Division embankment of river Jiabharali due to flood of river Jiabharali under 160.00

SDRF for 2019-20.

3. Tezpur W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of breach like damages at Bojargaon

Division and its adjoining areas by the river Jia Bharali on L/B under SDRF for 160.00

2019-20

4. Tezpur W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of damages at u/s of NH-15 RCC 115.00

Division Bridge on Right Bank of river Buroi under SDRF for the year 2019-20

5 Nalbari W.R. Immediate measures to closing of breach at L/B near village Hatipota of

Division river Buradia including restoration of embankment from Shiv Mandir to 160.00

Lokhapur RCC bridge under SDRF for the year 2019-20

6. Nalbari W.R. Immediate measures to protect Kaplabori and its adjoining area by 190.00

Division inducing pro- siltation measures for 2019-20 under SDRF .

7. Nalbari W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of flood damage on Pagladia L/B from

Division Dusutimukh to Adabari at Ch. 5th Km, (Pub Hanapara) for the year 2019 120.00

20 under SDRF

8. Nalbari W.R. Immediate measures to M.E. along B/B of river Pagladia from G.K. Ali to

Division N.T. Road -Ph-I (U/S) (Bank Restoration works at 14th Km Mariadonga 190.00

on R/B ) for 2019-20 under SDRF

9. Nalbari W.R. Immediate measures to restoration of Baralia Embankment on L/B from

Division Chamukhuaghat to Dusutimukh ( In between ch. 12 th km to ch.17.70 km) 150.00

for 2019-20 under SDRF

10. Ghy West Immediate measures to recoupment of Brahmaputra dyke on Left Bank in

W.R. Division between Sontoli Charali and Rangapani (in between Ch.44.50 Km and 145.00

Ch.46.50 km) under SDRF for 2019-20

11. Dhubri W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of Breach-like damages at village

Division Jaraguri, including Chechapani-Balajani up to Huramara village areas on 80.00

R/B by river Aie under SDRF for the year 2019-20.

12. Dhubri W.R. Immediate measures for restoration of Bhalukmari, Bhelakhoba and

Division Sonamoyee Village against flood damage of river Tipkai under SDRF for 115.00

the year 2019-20.

13. Cachar Immediate measures.for restoration of flood damaged of Dyke along R/B

Investigation of Borak from Gonigram to Katigorah under SDRF for the year 2019-20. 115.00

W.R. Division (Restoration of breach like damages at Mahadevpur area)

14. Cachar Immediate measures for restoration of flood damaged of Dyke along R/B

Investigation of Borak from Harinagar BOP Camp under SDRF for the year 2019-20. 105.00

W.R. Division Restoration of Madapur area)

Details may be seen at website- http/assamtenders.gov.in

1. The interested registered Contractor/ Bidders of WRD who are experienced in the execution of works under Water

Resources and possess required technical and financial strength may obtain the SBD which can be down loaded from

the website http/assamtenders.gov.in. Amendment/Addendum to the SBD, if any, and further notifications shall appear

in this website.

2. The Contractor/bidder must be registered with the Electronic Tendering System (ETS) of the Govt. of Assam (website

http/assamtenders.gov.in Contractors can download documents free of cost. Contractors have to necessarily down

load the bidding document from the ETS using their own ID(Digital Signature Certificate). Bid documents not procured

(downloaded) through the ETS/not using the contractor’s own user ID will be considered invalid and summarily

rejected. Contractors submitting bids online have to submit copy of the documents of technical bid required to be

submitted manually before the expiry of the sequence ‘Online Bid Preparation & Submission’ in the tender schedule

. The last date and time for submission of the Technical Bids manually is the same as the expiry of the sequence ‘Online

Bid Preparation & Submission’ in the tender schedule. Bid will be rejected/ cancelled if Financial Bid submitted off-line/

hard copy.

3. All the interested bidders are requested to read the Bid Document carefully before submission of their bid

4. Issue of Work order is subjected to the accordance of Administrative Approval from Government.

5. For any e-tendering related quarries please mail to etenderingcewrd@gmail.com

Sd/- Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department

Janasanyog/C/743/20 Assam, Chandmari, Guwahati-3

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER
No. ESD/TENDER/RIDF-XXV/2020-21/5/

Subject to Administrative Approval from The Govt. in Soil Conservation Department Assam.

Sealed tenders, for technical and financial bids, in prescribed formats, affixing non-refundable

court fee stamp of Rs. 10.00 (Rupees ten) only from the intending Govt. Registered Contractors/

Firms/Company Ltd./Joint Venture Unit, for implementation of the following schemes which will

be received upto 2.00 PM on 29.05.2020 and opened on the same date at 2.30 PM on

29.05.2020 in presence of the Tenderers or their authorized agents. Separate sealed and

superscribed envelops are to be used for both technical and financial bids and put them

together in a single envelope. If due to certain unavoidable circumstances, the tenders cannot

be opened on the aforesaid date, the same will be opened on the next working day. The qualified

parties, only in respect of the technical bids, will be eligible for competing in the financial bids.

Tender paper can be obtained from the office of the undersigned from 22.05.2020 upto 2.00 PM

on 28.05.2020 by depositing Rs. 200 (Two Hundred) only for each group in the form of IPO.

Detailed terms and conditions, plan and estimate and tender document may be obtained

from the office of the undersigned on or before 28.05.2020.

Sl. Name of Scheme Estimated Name of Minimum Time of

No Amount District Rate to be Completion

(Rs. in Lakh) Quoted

1 Excavation of Laruah 8.00 Dibrugarh 5% 1 Month

Jan from Laruah

Jamirah Drain to Patra

Gaon (Ph-I)

Major terms of References:-

1. The work order will be served as per the decision of the competent authority

2. Earnest Money: 2% of estimated value in case of General and 1% of estimated value in

case of SC/ST/OBC/Unemployed Graduate Engineer.

3. Overall quoted rate beyond 5% below the estimated amount for the projects which total value

of item of works is more than 50% fall under Earth Work category will not be accepted.

4. Overall quoted rate beyond 2% below the estimated amount for the projects which total

value of item of works is more than 50% fall under Construction Work category will not be

accepted.

Sd/- Divisional Officer

Eastern Assam Soil Conservation Division

Janasanyog/C/741/20 Dibrugarh

No. TRC/TB/SOPD(G)/26/2019-20/

PRESS NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

The Superintending Engineer, PWD, Tezpur Road Circle,

Tezpur invites Bids on behalf of Governor of Assam from

approved & eligible Contractors Class-I (A, B & C) & Class-II

of Assam PWD (Roads) for 4 (Four) Number of works under

Dhekiajuli LAC Amounting to Rs. 383.548 Lakh and 13

(Thirteen) Numbers of works under Barchalla LAC Amounting

to Rs. 1391.52 Lakh under SOPD (G) for the year 2019-20 in

Sonitpur District.

Details may be seen at website http.//

assamtenders.gov.in and also in the office of the undersigned

in the Technical Branch from 19.05.2020 during office hours.

Sd- Superintending Engineer, PWD

Janasanyog/CF/420/20 Tezpur Road Circle, Tezpur

NEW DELHI, May 21: On

Anti-Terrorism Day on Thurs-

day, Vice President Venkaiah

Naidu said that terrorism is the

enemy of humanity and the

biggest threat to global peace,

appealing to all countries to

come together to isolate na-

tions that support and abet ter-

rorism in any form.

“Fight against terrorism is

not the responsibility of se-

curity forces alone.

Nearly 1.5 lakh tickets booked
in first 2 hours for trains

NEW DELHI, May 21: Almost 1.50 lakh tickets were

booked within two hours of opening the bookings for the 100

pairs of passenger trains that the railways will operationalise

on June 1, officials said on Thursday.

On Wednesday, railways issued a list of 100 pairs of trains

that it will operate from June 1. The list included popular

trains such as Durontos, Sampark Krantis, Jan Shatabdis and

Poorva Express. This is the second slew of special passenger

services that marked the Railways graded restoration of its

trains which were suspended due to the coronavirus pandem-

ic. “At 12:00 Hours, 73 trains were available in the system for

booking. 1,49,025 tickets were booked having 2,90,510 pas-

sengers,” said a railway spokesperson.

These trains will have both AC and non-AC classes and

fully reserved coaches. The railways said these trains will be

“special trains run on the pattern of regular trains”, covering

tier 2 cities and also major State capitals like Mumbai and

Kolkata. – PTI

Jharkhand to start ‘community
kitchens’ on highways

RANCHI, May 21: The Jharkhand government has begun the

process of setting up community kitchens along the highways to

provide food and water free of cost to migrants returning home,

Chief Minister Hemant Soren said. The kitchens are coming up

at a distance of 20 km from each other on the national as well as

the State highways in the State, he said.

The CM said 94 spots have been identified along the highways

for the purpose and they will begin functioning soon. The respec-

tive district administration will run the kitchens, the CM said on

Wednesday. These kitchens are in addition to the State govern-

ment’s 6,432 ‘Didi Kitchens’ already set up during the COVID-

related lockdown period, feeding two meals to about 45,000

people every day, Soren said.

Along with its own natives, Soren said the facility would also

be extended to migrants from other States passing through

Jharkhand. He said that lodging and food arrangements for 6 lakh

out of nearly 7 lakh stranded migrant workers of Jharkhand have

been made in coordination with the States concerned. “Buses

are being sent for those mazdoors who want to return home,

besides bringing them by Shramik trains,” Soren said. – PTI

Self-attestation enough to get
MGNREGA job cards: Pilot

JAIPUR, May 21: Rajasthan Deputy Chief Minister Sachin

Pilot on Thursday said self-attestation would suffice for

issuance of job cards under the Mahatma Gandhi National

Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) to mi-

grant workers coming back to the State without required

documents.

All officials have been directed that workers who have

come from outside the State should not suffer and it should

be ensured that their job cards are issued without any has-

sle, Pilot said.

“Workers who have come from outside the State are

already upset. In such a situation, they should not suffer

more. Even if someone cannot provide any document, job

card under MGNREGA would be provided on the basis of

self-attestation,” Pilot told reporters here on Thursday.

He said 36 lakh people are working under MGNREGA in

Rajasthan, which is the highest in the last 10 years. He said

Rs 1,900 crore have been sanctioned for 37,000 works un-

der MGNREGA. – PTI

Eastern UP dists see spurt in
coronavirus cases

BARABANKI/LUCKNOW, May 21: Several eastern Uttar

Pradesh districts have witnessed a spurt in cases of coronavi-

rus infection amid the return of migrant workers with Bara-

banki emerging as a new COVID-19 hotspot after detection

of 95 new cases there in a single day.

Barabanki DM Aadarsh Kumar said on Wednesday that of

the 245 samples sent for testing on May 15-16, 95 have been

found corona positive.

Among those who tested positive, 49 are migrants who

had recently returned from other States, the DM said, adding

all have been admitted to hospital as per the COVID-19 treat-

ment protocol. The remaining 46 are those who had come in

contact with six infected persons and had been kept in isola-

tion, the DM said. With this, the total number of active cases

in the district has gone up to 122. – PTI

Case filed against Sonia for
tweet on PM-CARES Fund

BENGALURU, May 21: A case has been registered against

Congress president Sonia Gandhi in Karnataka in connection

with a tweet posted on the party’s official handle alleging mis-

use of PM-CARES Fund, police said.

The Sagara town police in Shivamogga district registered

the case on Wednesday based on a complaint by Praveen KV,

who alleged that @INCIndia, the official Twitter handle of the

Congress, tried to create distrust among masses with its tweet

by spreading  “baseless charges”. The state Congress con-

demned the registration of the case. The case has been regis-

tered under Sections 153 and 505 (1)(B) of the IPC, which

relate to wantonly provoking people and inciting them to com-

mit offence against any other class or community. The com-

plainant sought legal action against Sonia Gandhi and Congress

workers involved in handling the Twitter account.

In his letter to the Chief Minister, Karnataka Congress pres-

ident DK Shivakumar alleged that the complainant, who is an

advocate by profession, has lodged the complaint with a politi-

cal motive on false information. He demanded that the FIR be

withdrawn and the police officer who registered a case against

Gandhi be suspended “for misusing the process of law in the

interest of justice and equity”. – PTI

Response Force (NDRF)

facilitated in evacuation of

about five lakh people in West

Bengal and about two lakh in

Odisha, an official statement

said. This has resulted in

minimal loss of human lives,

considering the fact that the

intensity of the Amphan was

next only to that of the super

cyclone that struck Odisha in

1999 causing large scale

devastation, it said. The

NDRF is moving additional

teams to West Bengal to

speed up restoration work,

especially in Kolkata.

The Food Corporation of

India will also ensure

adequate availability of food

grains, especially rice, to

West Bengal so that

marooned people are

provided for immediate

sustenance. The Power

Ministry and Department of

Telecommunications will also

assist in early restoration of

services in both the States.

The Railways, which

suffered major damages to

its infrastructure, is in the

process of restarting its

operations at the earliest, the

statement said.

The West Bengal govern-

ment informed that there

were major damages to

agriculture, power and

telecommunication facilities

in the cyclone-affected areas.

Odisha informed that

damages have been mainly

limited to agriculture.

Reviewing the rescue and

restoration efforts, the

Cabinet Secretary directed

that officers of the Central

ministries and agencies

should remain in close

contact with the Odisha

government and provide all

required assistance expedi-

tiously. The Ministry of

Home Affairs will be sending

teams to carry out early

assessment of damages and

submit a report, the

statement said.

Chief Secretaries of West

Bengal and Odisha participat-

ed in the NCMC meeting

through video conference.

Senior officers from the

Ministries of Home, Defence,

Shipping, Civil Aviation,

Railways, Petroleum and

Natural Gas, Power, Telecom-

munications, Steel, Drinking

Water and Sanitation, Health,

IMD, NDMA and NDRF

attended the meeting. – PTI

‘Minimum human loss due to IMD’s accurate forecast, timely NDRF deployment’

Cyclone Amphan

“It is the duty of every citi-

zen to fight this evil. All Indians

must always remain united to

defeat the scourge of terror-

ism,” he said. He paid tributes

to those who sacrificed their

lives to safeguard the mother-

land from the evil of terrorism.

The most affected Union

Territory Jammu and Kash-

mir also commemorated

Anti-Terrorism Day. Director

General of Police Dilbag Singh

led officers and jawans in tak-

ing ‘Anti-Terrorism Day

pledge’ across the Valley. Sim-

ple functions were organised in

view of COVID protocols, the

Jammu and Kashmir Police said

in a statement.

The Anti-terrorism Day is

observed in India on May 21,

which is also the death anni-

versary of former Prime Min-

ister Rajiv Gandhi.

Earlier in the day, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

paid tributes to Rajiv Gan-

dhi. – IANS

Isolate nations that support terror: VP

Gauba, reviewed the

prevailing situation in West

Bengal and Odisha with the

State and Central agencies in

the aftermath of cyclone

Amphan.

Chief Secretaries of West

Bengal and Odisha informed

that timely and accurate

forecast by Indian Meteoro-

logical Department (IMD)

and advance deployment of

the National Disaster

NEW DELHI, May 21:

The National Crisis Manage-

ment Committee (NCMC)

on Thursday reviewed the

rescue and relief operations

in cyclone-hit West Bengal

and Odisha, where minimal

loss of lives was reported

due to accurate forecast by

the IMD and timely

deployment of NDRF troops.

The NCMC, headed by

Cabinet Secretary Rajiv

Corona Snippets

All Indians must always remain
united to defeat the scourge of
terrorism

Cyclone Amphan ...
(Contd from page 1)

Senior officials of the West Bengal government said it was

too early to estimate the exact death toll or damage to proper-

ty as the worst hit areas were still not accessible.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said no stone will be left

unturned in helping those affected by the cyclone.

“Have been seeing visuals from West Bengal on the devasta-

tion caused by Cyclone Amphan,” he tweeted.

In this challenging hour, the entire nation stands in solidarity

with West Bengal, the Prime Minister said.

“Top officials are closely monitoring the situation and also

working in close coordination with the West Bengal govern-

ment. No stone will be left unturned in helping the affected,”

he said.

“Praying for the wellbeing of the people of the state. Efforts

are on to ensure normalcy.”

In Kolkata, hundreds of cars were overturned by the strong

winds with speed upto 125 kmph that also felled trees and

electricity poles blocking key arterial roads and intersections.

Large parts of Kolkata and other affected districts went with-

out power.

Mobile and internet services were also disrupted as the fierce

cyclone had damaged several communication towers.

According to the India Meteorological Department

(IMD), Amphan is the fiercest cyclone to hit West Bengal

in the last 100 years. It said the cyclone has weakened

significantly and moved to Bangladesh where 10 people

have been killed.

Chief Minister Banerjee, who has been monitoring the situ-

ation at state secretariat Nabanna since Tuesday night, said the

impact of Amphan was “worse than coronavirus”.

“The situation is very serious. We are in a state of disaster,”

the TMC chief was earlier quoted as having said in an official

statement.

“No bridges exist, electricity lines have been completely

disabled and damaged,” Banerjee said while describing the

situation in the worst-hit districts.

In several shelter homes in the affected districts, people

were seen jostling for food and shelter ignoring the social dis-

tancing norms due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

More than five lakh people were already evacuated to safety

by the state government. – PTI

Centre sets ...
(Contd from page 1)

“We gained some experience from Vande Bharat mission.

Now we are opening 1/3rd of our domestic civil aviation oper-

ations. Whatever experience we gain now, on that basis we

would then go to open international travel,” he said.

If a passenger does not have the Aarogya Setu app on her or

his phone for some reason, they can give a self-declaration

form, the Minister said, adding that they will not be stopped

from boarding the flight.

The Minister added that private carriers will join the Vande

Bharat mission to repatriate Indians stranded abroad amid the

coronavirus pandemic.

Puri said by the end of the month, a total of 50,000 Indians

would be brought back from abroad under the mission.

The Vande Bharat mission began on May 7. Till date, only

Air India and its subsidiary Air India Express have been oper-

ating flights under this mission.

Domestic flight operations will resume in India from May

25. All commercial passenger flights were suspended in the

country from March 25, when the Modi government imposed

a lockdown to curb the spread of coronavirus. – PTI

NBWL clears ...
(Contd from page 1)

Another wildlife expert, who is a former NBWL member,
spoke on similar lines describing it as a “clearance house”.

Accusing the Union Environment and Forest Ministry of
delegating all powers of NBWL to a compliant standing com-
mittee which regularly meets and clears projects in protected
areas, the former member said the results of such an approach
would spell disaster for wildlife and their habitat.

A string of recommendations, including those on Dehing
Patkai, Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh and other similar
projects across the country, has made environmentalists voice
serious concern over NBWL’s functioning.

Conservationists have also questioned the rationale behind
hasty decisions taken through hurriedly convened video con-
ferences during the nationwide lockdown.

“Why such a hurry to push through projects that damage
forests and the environment? It is also difficult to scrutinise
maps on a video call nor is there any scope to ask questions or
seek clarifications from officials,” he said.

The NBWL, formally headed by the Prime Minister but
generally chaired by the Environment and Forest Minister in
meetings, adjudicates on industrial projects, road diversions,
etc., that could encroach into protected areas or eco-sensitive
zones of forests.

It is supposed to be an autonomous body, but its functions
make it clear that it is no longer so, rued the activist.

India denies...
(Contd from page 1)

The spokesperson said that

Indian troops are fully familiar

with the alignment of the Line

of Actual Control in the India-

China border areas and abide by

it scrupulously. The Indian side

has always taken a very respon-

sible approach towards border

management, Srivastava said

adding that the government at

the same time is deeply com-

mitted to ensuring India’s sov-

ereignty and security.

The Indian troops strictly fol-

low the procedures laid down

in various bilateral agreements

and protocols to resolve any sit-

uation which may arise due to

difference in the perception of

the LAC. The spokesperson

said India and China have estab-

lished mechanisms to resolve

such situations peacefully

through dialogue. Both sides

remain engaged with each oth-

er to address any immediate is-

sues, he added. – IANS

Centre for ...
(Contd from page 1)

“I would request all the chief

secretaries of states and admin-

istrators of Union Territories to

remain vigilant in the fight

against COVID-19 and ensure

that all measures that have ei-

ther been mandated by MHA

or laid down by the States and

UTs, are scrupulously adhered

to at all levels,” Bhalla said.

After the lockdown was ex-

tended till May 31, the Home

Ministry issued fresh guidelines

relaxing some curbs that were

imposed during the first three

phases, except in the contain-

ment zones. – PTI

Action ...
(Contd from page 1)

Besides, a one-time allowance

of Rs 500 will be provided to

buy essentials such as soap, san-

itizers etc. Also, to buy com-

modities during the seven-day

home quarantine, the govern-

ment will provide Rs 2,000.

Committees have been

formed at village level to moni-

tor the home quarantine of peo-

ple. In the city, the committee

will be led by the OCs.

Unless a district crosses the

200 active cases mark, it will  not

be categorized under any zone,

the Minister said.

“Our containment policy will

be to declare the specific areas

as containment zones and their

adjacent areas as buffers where

some restricted activities will

be allowed. We do not want to

disturb the economic activity of

the entire district. Instead, we

want to attack the specific tar-

get,” the Health Minister said.

15 more ...
(Contd from page 1)

However, sample tests of

4,000 villagers have been nega-

tive which is a big relief and an

indicator that the virus has not

spread to the villages,” the Min-

ister said.

Meanwhile, three areas in

Guwahati – BBCI staff colony,

Regional Dental College Girls’

Hostel and Amiyo Nagar – were

freed from the containment zone

tag. However, an area in Gopal

Nagar at Noonmati was declared

a containment zone after a labo-

ratory technician of the MMCH

who resides there tested posi-

tive for COVID-19.



FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2020 THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI  7
NORTH EAST

Forecast for NE: Rain/thunder-

shower is very likely to occur

at most places over Arunachal

Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram

and Tripura. Squally wind speed

reaching 30-40 kmph gusting

to 50 kmph is very likely over

West Assam and Meghalaya

during next 12 hours.

Warning: Heavy to very heavy

rain is very likely to occur at

isolated places over Arunachal

Pradesh. Heavy to very heavy

rain with extremely heavy rain

is very likely to occur at a few

places over west Assam and

west Meghalaya and heavy rain

is very likely to occur at iso-

lated places over rest Assam

and rest Meghalaya on May

21. Heavy rain is very likely to

occur at isolated places over

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram

and Tripura.

Temperatures:

Max (°C) Min (°C)

Dibrugarh 27.0 22.4
Tezpur 23.1 21.2
Silchar 31.0 25.6
Dhubri 23.4 22.3
Jorhat 27.6 21.8
N Lakhimpur 26.0 22.6
Shillong 19.6 –
Cherrapunjee 19.9 16.9
Aizawl 23.7 19.2
Kohima 25.4 16.0
Pasighat 25.6 22.0
Itanagar 25.0 20.5
Imphal 28.0 22.0
Agartala 30.6 24.8

WEATHER

NORTHEAST
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, May 21: The Megha-

laya Government has spent Rs 115.10

crore till date to fight the COVID-19

pandemic in the State, while the

State’s revenue generation has sub-

stantially slumped.

Presenting the details in the ongo-

ing Budget Session of the Meghalaya

Assembly, Chief Minister Conrad Sang-

ma said that the major chunk of the

amount was allotted to the State Health

and Family Welfare Department.

Sangma was replying to a Zero Hour

notice tabled by Congress MLA Proc-

ess T Sawkmie. The Health and Fam-

ily Welfare Department had been al-

lotted Rs 57.08 crore to improve the

healthcare-related facilities in the

State during the pandemic, the Chief

Minister said.

On the other hand, an amount of Rs

26.38 crore was to the Food and Civil

Supplies Department for procurement

and supply of 58,639 quintals of foodgrains

under the open market sale scheme.

Apart from this, an amount of Rs

27.11 crore was provided as financial

assistance to 1,81,491 people under

Meghalaya Govt spends Rs 115 cr
to fight COVID-19 in State

the Chief Minister’s Relief Against

Wage Loss Scheme. Each beneficiary

was provided Rs 2,100 under the

scheme, Sangma said.

The Chief Minister stated that an

amount of Rs 2.77 crore was spent on

providing a one-time special assistance

of Rs 3,000 to 9,224 citizens, including

students, who were stranded in various

parts of the country due to the nation-

wide lockdown. An additional amount

of Rs 2 crore was spent on providing

rations and other support to 10,000 peo-

ple who are under quarantine.

A total sum of Rs 69.25 crore has

been spent from the State’s own re-

sources for various relief measures.

Combined with the amount of Rs 45.85

crore spent on health, the total expend-

iture incurred by the State due to COV-

ID-19 comes to Rs 115.10 crore, Sang-

ma informed the Assembly.

The Chief Minister said that the pan-

demic and the subsequent lockdown

have adversely affected the State’s

economy. The total tax and non-tax rev-

enue collection in April, 2019 was Rs

207.61 crore, while the revenue col-

lection in April this year amounted to

just Rs 76.40 crore, which is a fall of Rs

131.21 crore, Sangma pointed out.

Moreover, the Central Govern-

ment’s grants have also been lesser

than expected. “While the budgetary

estimate for monthly tax devolution

was Rs 428 crore, we received only

Rs 352 crore in April, a shortfall of Rs

76 crore,” the Chief Minister added.

Sangma said that the State Govern-

ment has taken a precautionary step

by making partial deferment of sala-

ries of State Government employees

and government-aided institutions for

the months of April and May.

“These are not salary cuts, but par-

tial deferment of pay which will be

made good in due course,” the Chief

Minister said.

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad Sangma speaking at the ongoing session of

the State Assembly, in Shillong on Thursday. – UB Photos

Nagaland gets state-of-the-art lab for COVID-19 diagnosis
CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, May 21: Nagaland

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio today

inaugurated the first BSL-3 (Bio

Safety Level) laboratory at the

Naga Hospital Authority, Kohima,

for research and diagnostic work

on the COVID-19 virus and other

microbes.

Speaking on the occasion, Rio said

it was another milestone for the

State’s healthcare system. He

thanked the people and other States

for helping in the establishment of

the laboratory amid the COVID-19

pandemic. Rio also thanked the State

Medical Department and acknowl-

edged the support received from

various ministries, agencies, scien-

tists and doctors.

Meanwhile, the Chief Minister

stressed that stranded people re-

turning to Nagaland from different

States should abide by the directives

on quarantine. The only way to con-

trol and contain the spread of the

virus is by conducting tests on quar-

antined people, he said.

Rio urged the public not to stig-

matize the returnees and continue

their support to the Government in

the fight against the spread of the

novel coronavirus.

Social activist and Padma Shree

awardee Neidonuo Angami, who

was also present in the programme,

said that the laboratory has been set

up on an urgent basis for COVID-19

testing. Angami added that the spe-

cialised BSL laboratory is equipped

to quickly respond to other new in-

fections whenever they emerge.

Nagaland Health and Family Wel-

fare Minister S Pangnyu Phom said

the several hurdles had to be over-

come during establishment of the

state-of-the-art BSL-3 laboratory

due to the pandemic-induced lock-

down. Phom said Nagaland now has

a specialised facility compared to

other States, which only have BSL-

2 laboratories.

Dimapur traffic: In view of the

scheduled arrival of a Special

Shramik train carrying stranded

people from Chennai around 1 pm

on Friday, all vehicular traffic will

be prohibited within Dimapur

town for one hour before the ar-

rival of the train.

The vehicle restrictions will also

apply to the exempted categories,

Dimapur Commissioner of Police

Rothihu Tetseo said in a notification

on Thursday.
Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio inspecting the new BSL-3 laboratory at the Naga

Hospital Authority, in Kohima on Thursday. – Photo: Correspondent

NGO seeks
waiver of rent
for students,

workers
CORRESPONDENT

TURA, May 21: The Achik

Youth Welfare Organization

(AYWO) has written to Meg-

halaya Chief Minister Conrad

Sangma, seeking waiver of rent

for students, workers and shop-

keepers living as tenants in view

of the COVID-19 crisis.

“The pandemic has

brought everything to a halt,

affecting students, shop-

keepers and small entrepre-

neurs. Their livelihood has

been bit badly and in this fi-

nancial crisis, it has become

tough for them to pay rent

to their landlords,” said Ar-

jusbel Marak, Social Welfare

Secretary of the AYWO.

The NGO requested the

Chief Minister to issue a di-

rective to landlords of the

State to exempt the affected

people from paying rent from

March to May or till the lock-

down is lifted.

Ambulance demanded:

The Federation of Khasi, Jain-

tia and Garo People (FKJGP),

Dadenggre unit, has written

to Chief Minister Conrad

Sangma, seeking an ambu-

lance at the Dadenggre CHC.

The NGO also pointed to-

wards the poor health infra-

structure in the area.

“The ambulance will ca-

ter to the needs of the peo-

ple and help in better pre-

vention against COVID-

19,” said Dadenggre FKJGP

unit general secretary Au-

gustin Marak.

Marak said that there was

only one hospital for the en-

tire subdivision.

A CORRESPONDENT

GANGTOK, May 21: Sik-

kim Chief Minister Prem

Singh Tamang today inaugu-

rated the State’s first viral re-

search and diagnostic labora-

tory (VRDL). The laboratory

certified by the Indian Council

of Medical Research ) was

opened at the STNM Hospital

at Sochaygang, a designated

COVID-19 hospital.

Cabinet Ministers, MLAs,

MPs, senior State Govern-

ment officials, doctors and

medical staff of the hospital

were present on the occasion.

After the inauguration, the

Chief Minister inspected the

facility and he was briefed by

the doctors and microbiol-

ogists. Tamang said the com-

pletion of the laboratory in a

record time of 35 days amid

unprecedented constraints

was a huge achievement of the

State Government. He

thanked the entire medical

fraternity of the State and the

ICMR for hand-holding the

entire process, right from

construction to validation.

Tamang said that with the

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, May 21: The Mi-

zoram Government’s decision

to allow sporting activities in

playgrounds, stadiums and in-

door stadiums during Lock-

down 4.0 has not gone down

well with the State doctors.

Doctors have expressed

concern over allowing sports

activities as it would involve

gathering of more than five

persons at this critical stage.

“The lockdown is still in

force due to the pandemic. It is

surprising that playgrounds,

stadiums and indoor stadiums

have been allowed to reopen.

What would be the point of ex-

tending the lockdown and ask-

ing people to maintain physical

distancing? It looks as if we no

longer fear the outbreak of

COVID-19,” a doctor said.

The doctors also said that

even though the State Gov-

ernment had consulted them

while framing the guidelines

on extension of the lockdown,

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, May 21: In a

major development, the 93-

km Sonamura-Daudkhandi

stretch of the Gomati river has

been approved of, as an India-

Bangladesh protocol route.

It is expected to strengthen

the bilateral trade between the

two countries, besides boost-

ing Tripura’s economy and

helping it emerge as the gate-

way to the North East.

Recently, Chief Minister

Biplab Kumar Deb had writ-

ten to Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi, besides discussing

the issue with the latter

through video conferencing

Mizoram doctors
aghast at allowing
sports activities

they were not consulted on

this particular matter.

On Tuesday, the Chief Sec-

retary, who is also the State

Disaster Management Author-

ity chairman, issued a notifica-

tion allowing physical exercis-

es and other sports activities in

stadiums, playgrounds and in-

door stadiums. The notification

clarified that the prohibition of

games and sports under Clause

E of lockdown guidelines meant

for sports competitions/events

with spectators remain in force.

On the contrary, gyms were

ordered to remain shut while

other commercial establish-

ments and shops were allowed

to reopen.

Though Mizoram is cur-

rently a Green Zone, Health

workers fear that it could turn

into a Red Zone in no time,

considering the situation in

neighbouring Manipur and As-

sam where cases spiked in a

span of a few days, primarily

due to residents returning to

these States from outside.

Sikkim’s first viral
research and diagnostic

lab inaugurated
establishment of the laborato-

ry, Sikkim will no longer have

to depend on other States for

COVID-19 and other medical

tests. Samples from Sikkim

are being sent to the North

Bengal Medical College and

Hospital in Siliguri for RTPCR

testing for COVID-19.

The laboratory has a capac-

ity to conduct 90 tests at a

time. It will take three-and-a

-half hours to deliver test re-

sults of a batch of 90 samples.

It will be initially manned by

one microbiologist and two

laboratory technicians.

The laboratory will become

fully functional after the final

validation of the RNA extrac-

tion kit and all other required

consumables by the ICMR.

According to senior health

officials, the laboratory should

be able to start the testing

process from May 26.

It may be mentioned here

that 75 per cent of the cost of

construction and establish-

ment of the laboratory was

borne by the ICMR, while 25

per cent of the funds were

provided by a private firm

from its CSR fund.

CBSE schedule for pending exams
worries Mizoram students

NEWMAI NEWS

AIZAWL, May 21: Parents

and students in Mizoram have

expressed anxiety over the

revised schedule of the re-

maining Class X and Class XII

examinations, which are slat-

ed for July, announced by the

Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE).

State students enrolled in

educational institutions in

other parts of the country

are already back in Mizo-

ram due to the COVID-19

pandemic.

Now the parents and stu-

dents in Mizoram are de-

manding special arrange-

ments so that the students can

appear in the pending board

examinations from centres in

the State itself. The parents

questioned as to how they can

send their wards outside the

State to appear in these ex-

aminations as the country is

witnessing a spike in COV-

ID-19 cases.

Meanwhile, some parents

have met the Mizoram Chief

Secretary in this regard. Re-

ports said that the Chief Sec-

retary had assured the parents

of all possible help.

According to sources, Class

X and Class XII students had

already returned to the State

from various cities including

New Delhi, Kolkata, Dehra-

dun, Guwahati and Shillong in

early March due to the out-

break of COVID-19.

Tripura gets first international waterway
on May 14.

Within six days of the Chief

Minister’s appeal, the land-

mark decision has come as the

second addendum to the Pro-

tocol on Inland Water Transit

and Trade, which was signed

in Dhaka on Wednesday.

Under the current protocol,

there are six ports of call each

in India and Bangladesh. These

are Kolkata, Haldia, Karim-

ganj, Pandu, Silghat and Dhu-

bri on the Indian side and

Narayanganj, Khulna, Mongla,

Sirajganj, Ashuganj and Pan-

gaon on the Bangladesh side.

As per the protocol, inland

vessels of both the countries

can operate on the designat-

ed protocol route and dock at

the ports of call in each coun-

try, notified for loading and

unloading of cargo. There has

been significant improvement

in the movement of cargo ves-

sels in an organised manner

on the protocol route.

The inbound cargo to In-

dia mainly comprises coal, fly

ash, POL and ODC for pow-

er projects in the North East,

while around 30 lakh MT of

fly ash is exported by cargo

from India to Bangladesh per

annum.

Around 638 inland vessels

(including 600 Bangladeshi

flag vessels) take up approx-

imately 4,000 loaded voyag-

es annually.

The Chief Minister today

thanked Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and his Bang-

ladesh counterpart, Sheikh

Hasina, for expediting the ap-

proval for the protocol route.

“The decision will have a

great impact on trade, busi-

ness and investment between

Bangladesh and the North

Eastern States. The days are

not far when vessels from

Bangladesh will come to Son-

amura, a border subdivision

of Tripura with cargo,” he said

while addressing a pro-

gramme titled ‘Expanding

Business in Primary Sector’

at the Prajna Bhavan here.

People paying tribute to former MLA Tirong Aboh and 10 others, who were killed in a militant attack, on their first death

anniversary in Tirap district of Arunachal Pradesh on Thursday. – UB Photos

Train carrying
430 people
arrives in
Manipur

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, May 21: A spe-

cial train carrying 430 strand-

ed people of Manipur from

Hyderabad arrived in the

State today. The special train

arrived at the Jiribam Railway

Station around 10 am. Soon

after their arrival, the return-

ees were transported to their

respective districts in 21 State

Transport Department buses

after conduct of necessary

medical procedure.

Today’s returnees include

35, including three infants,

from Ukhrul district, 47 from

Chandel and Tengnoupal dis-

tricts, 52 from Senapati and

Kangpokpi districts, 86 from

Churachandpur, Pherzawl and

Bishnupur districts, 54 from

Thoubal and Kakching dis-

tricts, 54, including two babies,

from Imphal West district, 66

from Imphal East, Kamjong

and Noney districts, and sev-

en from Tamenglong district.

In addition, 29 returnees,

including one baby, belong to

Jiribam district.

Meanwhile, 213 persons

were tested for COVID-19 at

the VRDLs located in the RIMS

and the JNIMS till 6.30 pm  on

Thursday and all have been

found negative, a press release

issued by the COVID-19 com-

mon control room stated. The

State Government, in consul-

tation with other stakeholders,

has decided to immediately dis-

charge people with negative

results for home quarantine.

CM’s COVID-19 Relief

Fund: The Manipur Ex-MLA

Welfare Association has donat-

ed Rs 2,22,222, the Sericulture

Department (Imphal West Of-

fice) Rs 4,97,792, the Manipur

Baptist Convention Rs 2,36,000,

Shri Shri Radha Govindajee

Gwal Beishnab Samaj Rs 20,000

and the Kuki Baptist Conven-

tion donated Rs 1,00,000 to the

Manipur Chief Minister’s COV-

ID-19 Relief Fund.

Scheduled economic
blockade called off

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, May 21: The

proposed indefinite econom-

ic blockade along the Imphal-

Mao sector of the National

Highway-2 in Senapati dis-

trict, which was scheduled to

begin from 6 pm on Wednes-

day, was called off following

the signing of a memorandum

of understanding (MoU) be-

tween the Government and

civil society organisations.

PHE Minister Losii Dikho,

Advisor to the Chief Minister

K Leishiyo and Lok Sabha

member Dr Lorho S Pfoze

represented the Manipur

Government in the talks with

the civil society organisations

and the tribal hohos of Senap-

ati district, as per the MoU

signed on Wednesday.

The talks also focused on the

alleged violation of the COVID-

19 standard operating proce-

dure and quarantine protocols

by former Senapati Deputy

Commissioner Somorjit Salam

on May 13, said the MoU.

Later based on the “positive

and detailed discussion”, the

meeting agreed that the pro-

posed economic blockade

should be called off. It also

agreed that “an inquiry com-

mittee” would be set up by the

Manipur Government to in-

vestigate the alleged incident.



8 THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI FRIDAY, MAY 22, 2020STATE

NEWS IN BRIEF

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21: Fourteen

captive-bred pygmy hogs were re-

leased in the Manas National Park by

the Pygmy Hog Conservation Pro-

gramme (PHCP) recently. The ani-

mals were maintained in the pre-re-

lease centre near the Nameri Nation-

al Park for six months.

This is being viewed as a milestone

in the effort to save one of the most

endangered mammals, as the original

wild stock for the conservation breed-

ing project was captured from Manas

about 24 years ago.

The iconic species now returns to its

home, where the original population

still survives, albeit with a drastic de-

cline in their numbers.

During their translocation to Manas,

Assam State Zoo-cum-Botanical Gar-

den DFO Tejas Mariswamy and

Nameri National Park range officer

Debashish Buragohain were present.

With this, the number of pygmy hogs

reintroduced into the wild by PHCP

has reached 130 (62 males, 68 females),

which is more than their current global

wild population. In 1996, six hogs (2

OBITUARY

Umakanta
Buragohain
CORRESPONDENT

SIVASAGAR, May 21:

Umakanta Buragohain, a re-

tired teacher and musician of

Sivasagar, died at his Hanh-

chora residence following

prolonged illness. He was 69.

Buragohain leaves behind his

wife, a son and a daughter

besides a host of relatives.

His death was widely

mourned in the area.

Bhagawan Ch
Mahanta

CORRESPONDENT

MORIGAON, May 21:

Bhagawan Chandra Mahanta,

a leading businessman of

Morigaon town, breathed his

last on Wednesday at his res-

idence at Geetanagar here

following a brief illness. He

was 66. A man of amiable dis-

position, Mahanta’s death

cast a pall of gloom in Mori-

gaon town. Mahanta was an

active leader of the Asom

Gana Sangram Parishad at

Morigaon.

Release of captive-bred pygmy hogs
rekindles hope among animal lovers

males, 4 females) were captured from

the Bansbari range of Manas National

Park to start the breeding programme.

Later, a young male rescued in 2001,

and another male and two females cap-

tured in 2013 from the same range,

joined the captive breeding stock.

“Reintroduction of captive hogs in the

wild began in 2008. Initially, three Pro-

tected Areas in their past distribution

range in Assam were selected. Over

the next decade, 35 hogs were released

in Sonai-Rupai Wildlife Sanctuary, 59 in

Orang National Park, and 22 in Barnadi

Wildlife Sanctuary. The reintroduction

in Orang has been particularly success-

ful as they have multiplied almost two-

and-a-half times in number, and spread

to areas far from the release locations,”

a PHCP official said.

It has been estimated that with the

release of these 14 hogs in the Rupahi

grasslands of Bhuyanpara range of Manas

National Park, the total number of re-

introduced hogs and their progeny may

reach 200 in the four release sites.

“About 60 hogs will be released over

a five-year period in the Bhuyanpara

range from where they had disap-

peared,” he said.

According to Chief Wildlife Warden

and Additional PCCF, Assam, MK Ya-

dav, “Amidst the crisis of African Swine

Fever, we decided to secure the future

of the pygmy hogs. One of the first

things was to release them in a secure

place such as Manas”.

Manas field director Amal Chandra

Sarma said the old glory of Manas may

return with the release of these hogs

and this may attract more visitors.

Manas has some of the largest remain-

ing grassland blocks in the sub-Hima-

layan grassland ecosystems. Found only

in these tall dense alluvial grasslands,

pygmy hogs are incredibly shy and are

almost never seen. PHCP will contin-

ue to maintain about 70 captive hogs at

its two centres in Assam and breed

more hogs for release.

New containment zone
DIPHU, May 21: The Karbi Anglong district

administration has declared a portion of the Howraghat
market as a containment zone after two persons of
Debosthan tested COVID-19 positive. The Deputy
Commissioner informed that of the 151 quarantined
persons, 59 have tested negative. – Correspondent

Relief materials provided
PATACHARKUCHI, May 21: Around 25 folk

artistes (Ojapali) were provided relief materials,
masks and sanitizers at Sariha Chakla Naamghar
premises by Nagen Choudhury, president of the
Bajali district unit of the BJP. During the distribution
ceremony, he appealed to the people to follow the
norms set by the Union Health Ministry for their own
safety. – ANN Service

ACLA organises webinar
DERGAON, May 21: The Assam College Librarians’

Association (ACLA) has organised a series of webinars
and online discussions. The webinar ‘Online Education-
al E-Resources’, organised by ACLA in association with
Jogananda Deva Satradhikar Goswami (JDSG) College,
Bokakhat, saw participation of a large number of people.
The webinar was inaugurated by JDSG College
principal Dr Jayanta Kumar Gogoi. – Correspondent

AJYCP submits memo
PATACHARKUCHI, May 21: The Bajali Zila AJYCP

submitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister
through the Bajali SDO, protesting against the move of
the Central government to privatise APDCL and oil
fields in the state. Mridul Talukdar, president of the
organisation, appealed to the Prime Minister to
withdraw the decision. – ANN Service

SBI distributes food items

TEZPUR, May 21: State Bank of India (SBI),
Sonitpur district, distributed food items among 100
families. In this connection, a brief programme was
organised, which was attended by several senior SBI
officers. The officials appealed to the people to
maintain social distancing to avoid the spread of the
novel coronavirus. – Correspondent

Masks distributed
KOKRAJHAR, May 21: To create awareness among

the masses on COVID-19, a sanitization drive was
carried out by NTPC Bongaigaon, located at Salakati in
Kokrajhar. During the drive, 1,500 masks were
distributed among the villagers. – Correspondent

COVID-19 warriors feted
BAIHATA CHARIALI, May 21: As a mark of

respect to the frontline warriors of the novel
coronavirus prevention battle, the Pub Kamrup unit
of the AASU felicitated doctors, nurses, MPWs and
other health workers of Bezera CHC, Bihdia BPHC,
Kamalpur MG model hospital, Haldha MPHC and
police officers of Baihata Chariali police station on
Wednesday. – ANN Service

Dialysis centre inaugurated
NILAMBAZAR, May 21: A free dialysis centre

under the Pradhan Mantri National Dialysis Pro-
gramme of the National Health Mission, became
operational at Karimganj Civil Hospital. Now, kidney
patients will be able to avail free dialysis at the
centre. The dialysis centre was formally inaugurated
by Karimganj MP Kripanath Mallah in the presence of
Patherkandi MLA Krishnendu Paul, Ratabari MLA
Bijoy Malakar, Badarpur MLA Jamal Uddin Ahmed and
South Karimganj MLA Aziz Ahmed Khan. In this
connection, an inaugural ceremony was held under
the chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner Ambam-
uthan MP. Mallah, in his speech, appealed to the
patients to avail the benefit. – ANN Service

CPI opposes move to hand over
oilfields to private parties

CORRESPONDENT

SIVASAGAR, May 21: The Com-

munist Party of India (CPI), Sivasa-

gar district unit, severely criticised

the BJP-led government for handing

over 49 oilfields to private parties.

In a press release issued here,

the party’s district council secretary

Kanak Gogoi said that the privati-

sation move of the Centre is abso-

lutely against the interest of the na-

tion. “We think this is a ploy of the

BJP to privatise the profit-making

PSUs and the CPI will oppose it

tooth and nail,” he said.

The CPI held a sit-in demonstra-

tion in front of its Nazira office in pro-

test against the privatisation of the

Navaratna PSU, besides demanding

adequate protection measures for the

stranded and exploited working class.

The party demanded that every

stranded worker must be brought

back free of cost and paid a relief of Rs

10,000 each. The party demanded a

high-level investigation into alleged

anomalies into PM Kisan Samman

Nidhi beneficiaries, and release of all

anti-CAA protesters who are now in

different jails.

Condemning the privatisation, IN-

TUC secretary Purnakanta Burago-

hain said the Central government is

working towards shifting the oil in-

dustry away from the crude produc-

tion fields in the district in a phased

manner by transferring high-yielding

fields like Demual, Panidihing, Des-

unmukh, Naharhabi, Suffry, Chang-

maigaon to private companies.

INTUC  has been protesting against

the privatisation move and will con-

tinue to do this in future, he said.

Niranjan Chetia, general secretary

of the Sivasagar district council of the

CPI (M), said all democratic people

should come out against the move of

the Centre.

Mihir Bharali, adviser for the Cen-

tre for Trade Unions, said the BJP

government is controlled by the cap-

italist lobby and hence it is bent on

privatising everything in India.

Muhi Baruah of AITUC said that

the Left and democratic forces have

long been opposing the General

Agreement of Tariff and Trade

(GATT) and the policy of rolling out

the red carpet to the anti-people

capitalists will ruin the country.

Meanwhile, Asom Jatiyatabadi

Yuba Chatra Parishad, Basanta Go-

goi of All Tai Ahom Students’ Un-

ion, MI Bora, executive president

of the Ujoni Asom Muslim Kalyan

Parishad, Sivasagar district commit-

tee, and  several other organisations

also flayed the decision of the Cen-

tral government.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 21: AICC

Secretary and former Jorhat

MLA Rana Goswami has

sought the intervention of

Jorhat Deputy Commission-

er Roshni A Korati in the im-

passe relating to the shop-

keepers of Unnayan Super

Market here and the Jorhat

Municipal Board over the lat-

ter serving notices to shop-

keepers to vacate the shops

immediately.

It may be mentioned here

that the Unnayan Super Mar-

ket is owned by JMB with its

office on the second floor of

the building. The building, a

landmark constructed by

JMB with HUDCO loan, was

inaugurated in 2002 and pro-

vided an opportunity to local

youths to open shops on rent

from the municipal board.

Goswami, in a memoran-

dum submitted to the Deputy

Commissioner on Tuesday,

urged her to intervene to re-

solve the row emerging after

the JMB authorities reported-

ly served notices to the shop-

keepers earlier this week ask-

ing them to vacate the premis-

es occupied by them.

The shopkeepers, who on

Monday after going to open

shops due to relaxations

granted in the fourth phase

of the lockdown, found notic-

es issued by the Executive

Officer to vacate the shops

immediately, resorted to a

sit-in demonstration in the

main entrance to the build-

ing for several hours.

“In view of the lockdown

in force due to the COVID-

19 pandemic since almost the

past two months, thereby

paralysing normal life and af-

fecting people financially, with

the shopkeepers too bearing

the brunt, the action of JMB

asking the shopkeepers to va-

cate without providing any

reminder of any lapse, if com-

mitted, on their part nor hold-

ing talks, was arbitrary and

has put the future of the shop-

keepers and their families at

stake,” Goswami stated in

the memorandum.

The JMB at present is ad-

ministered by Assistant

Commissioner Aditya

Vikram Yadav, in the capaci-

ty of Executive Officer, after

the term of the previous

municipal board adminis-

tered by elected ward com-

AICC Secy seeks DC’s intervention
Row between JMB and shopkeepers

missioners (with BJP major-

ity) ended on March 31, 2020.

The Jorhat Deputy Com-

missioner had directed Yadav

to assume charge as Execu-

tive Officer of the board.

The Jorhat district unit of

the AASU too has strongly

opposed the action of  the

JMB and has extended sup-

port to the shopkeepers.

In a press note issued by the

Assistant General Secretary of

the AASU Jorhat district unit,

Bijoy Shankar Bordoloi, pres-

ident and general secretary of

the Jorhat regional unit of the

student body, Arjunmoni

Bhuyan and Partha Pratim

Bora, respectively, stated that

the student organisation has

vehemently opposed the ac-

tion of the JMB administered

by the Executive Office.

P i y u s h

Sarma, a

former stu-

dent leader

and a prom-

inent resi-

dent of Nij

Jaluki village in Barama of Bak-

sa district, passed away at a

nursing home in Guwahati on

May 12.

The younger son of late

Ramani Kanta Sarma, retired

headmaster of Barama High

School (at present Barama

HS School), Piyush Sarma

was my maternal uncle.

Born in 1961, he did his

schooling at Barama and

completed his college educa-

tion at Nalbari. He was a

prominent student leader of

Barama and also took part in

the Assam Agitation. He also

served as general secretary

of the Barama Anchalik Stu-

dents’ Union.

He later joined the irri-

gation department and

served there till his death

at the age of 59. He leaves

behind his wife, a son and a

daughter.

On the occasion of his ad-

yasraddha today, I pay my

homage to my uncle. May his

soul rest in peace.

– Biswajyoti Changkakoti

Piyush Sarma:
a tribute

CORRESPONDENT

DOOMDOOMA, May 21:

The Doomdooma Branch of

the Assam Tea-Tribes Stu-

dents Association (ATTSA)

has vehemently protested the

blocking of the entrance road

to Hahchora LP School by

some illegal encroachers.

The encroachers have even

made the road unhygienic by

allegedly throwing waste ma-

terials over it, thus causing

health hazards for the school

children.

The school is a traditional

one in more than one sense.

First, as the name suggests, it

is situated in a traditional place,

‘Hahchora’, where the Mut-

tock kingdom once set up a

ATTSA protests encroachment of
school approach road

Recently, a section of out-

siders illegally encroached

upon the land of the school and

forcefully constructed their

houses in such a way that the

road leading to the entrance of

the school has become narrow.

Finding no alternative, the pu-

pils were forced to use the

NH-37 as an alternative road,

which is quite risky for chil-

dren of their age to cross due

to speeding vehicles. The

ATTSA, Doomdooma branch

wrote to Deputy Commission-

er of Tinsukia for action. But,

so far no prompt action has

been initiated by the adminis-

tration, alleged local people.

pond for ducks. The place as-

sumes its name ‘Hahchora’

from this pond.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, May 21: Reach-

ing out to the distressed peo-

ple of his constituency during

the lockdown, Silchar MLA

Dilip Kumar Paul distributed

relief materials and cash assist-

ance as well.

Briefing the media on

Wednesday, the legislator in-

formed that together with

mandal chiefs, 34,172 needy

familes have been covered.

“Our party’s national pres-

ident JP Nadda had asked par-

ty workers to reach out to at

least 4,000 families during

the lockdown. However,

with inspiration from Silchar

MP Dr Rajdeep Roy and as-

sistance from presidents of

various mandals and party

workers, we have been able

Silchar MLA distributes
relief materials

to give relief materials, in-

cluding rice, dal and other

food items to 34,172 families,

including 16,482 families on

my own initiative. Also,  I

have provided cash assistance

to the tune of Rs 6,30,070 to

1,265 families. I thank eve-

ryone for the wholehearted

support and also express my

gratitude to the donors, busi-

nessmen and members of the

Food Grains Merchant Asso-

ciation and others for their

spontaneous support to-

wards the cause of serving

the people in distress during

the hour of crisis,” Paul said.

On price hike of essential

commodities, Paul said, “The

prices were very much in con-

trol barring sporadic escala-

tions due to transport of goods

from outstations.”

Farmer Kushal Khanikar of Madhupur village in Kekuri,
Dhakuakhana has suffered huge losses after he failed
to sell his harvested pumpkins due to the lockdown. –
Photo: Farhana Ahmed

CPI Sivasagar district council members staging a demonstration against privatisation of oilfields, at Nazira on
Wednesday. – Photo: Sivasagar Correspondent
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¬ı1À¬ÛÈ¬± øÊ√˘±1 1±˝◊√√Ê√Õ˘
Œ·±˝√√±ø1

˝◊√√˚˛±1 ¡Z±1± Ê√ÀÚ±ª± ˝√√˚˛ Œ˚, ¬ı1À¬ÛÈ¬± øÊ√˘±1 ’ôL·«Ó¬
ëëõ∂Ò±Ú˜Laœ øfl¡¯∏±Ì ¸ij±Ú øÚøÒíí (PM-KISAN)Ó¬ ’ôLˆ≈«¬Mê√
¸fl¡À˘± ’À˚±·… ø √̋√Ó¬±øÒfl¡±1œ Œ˚ÀÚ fl‘¡ø ∏̄1 ̆ ·Ó¬ ø¬ıÊ√ø1Ó¬ ¬ı…øMê√,
¤Àfl¡ 1±gÚœ˙±˘1 ¤fl¡±øÒfl¡ fl‘¡¯∏fl¡ ¬Ûø1˚˛±˘1 ¸√¸…˚¸√¸…±,
¬ıÓ«¬˜±Ú1 Ó¬Ô± õ∂±Mê√Ú ‰¬1fl¡±1œ ‰¬±fl¡ø1 ˛̊±˘ [˚±1 Œ¬Û=Ú ̃ ±ø˝√√˘œ
10,000 È¬fl¡±1 ’øÒfl¡], ̧ fl¡À˘± ’±˚˛fl¡1ˆ≈¬Mê√ ¬ı…øMê√, ̧ fl¡À˘±
¬Û?œ ˛̊Ú ≈̂¬Mê√ ¬ı…øMê√·Ó¬ Œ¬ÛÂ√±√±1œ ¬ı…øMê√, õ∂±Mê√Ú ’±1n∏ ¬ıÓ«¬˜±Ú1
1±˝◊√√Ê√1 õ∂øÓ¬øÚøÒ Ó¬Ô± øfl¡Â≈√˜±Ú ’-¸±˜?¸… Ó¬Ô…1 ¬ı…øMê√1
’ôL ≈̂«¬øMê√1 ø‰¬Ú±Mê√ fl¡ø1¬ıÕ˘ 100Ì ¬Û1œé¬Ì1 fl¡±˜ ‰¬ø˘ ’±ÀÂ√º
Œ¸À ˛̊À √̋√ Œfl¡±ÀÚ± ŒÓ¬ÀÚ ’À˚±·… ¬ı…øMê√À ˛̊ ̊ ø√ :±ÀÓ¬ ¬ı± ’:±ÀÓ¬
ø˝√ √Ó¬±øÒfl¡±1œ1 Ó¬±ø˘fl¡±Ó¬ Ú±˜ ’ôLˆ≈«¬Mê√ fl¡À1±ª±˝◊ √ √øÂ√˘,
ŒÓ¬ÀÚ¸fl¡˘fl¡ ’±øÊ√1 ¬Û1± ¤fl¡ ˜±˝√√1 øˆ¬Ó¬1Ó¬ ˝◊√√øÓ¬˜ÀÒ… õ∂±5
¸fl¡À˘± øfl¡øô¶1 ’Ú≈√±Ú Ó¬˘Ó¬ ¬ıøÌ«Ó¬ ¤fl¡±Î¬◊∞I◊ Ú•§1Ó¬ Œ¬ı—fl¡Ó¬
‚”1±˝◊√√ ø√ Ó¬±À1 ‰¬˝√√œ ‰¬œ˘ ˚≈Mê√ Ê√˜± Ù¬˜«1 fl¡ø¬Û ›‰¬11 fl‘¡ø¯∏
Î¬◊iß˚˛Ú ø¬ı¯∏˚˛± Ó¬Ô± fl‘¡ø¯∏ ¸•x¸±1Ì ¸˝√√±˚˛fl¡˚¸˝√√±ø ˛̊fl¡±fl¡ ˘·
Òø1 Ê√˜± ø√˚˛fl¡ ˚±ÀÓ¬ ¬ÛíÀÈ«¬˘1 ¬Û1± Ú±˜ÀÈ¬± fl¡Ó«¬Ú fl¡1± ˝√√˚˛º
’Ú…Ô± ˆ¬±1Ó¬œ˚˛ √Gø¬ıøÒ1 420 Ò±1±Ó¬ ŒÓ¬ÀÚ ¬ı…øMê√1 Ú±˜Ó¬
Œ·±‰¬1 1n∏Ê≈√ fl¡1± ˝√√í¬ıº

˘·ÀÓ¬ ø˚¸fl¡˘ ø √̋√Ó¬±øÒfl¡±1œ1 ø¬ÛÓ¬±˚¶§±˜œ1 Ú±˜ ’±1n∏ õ∂fl‘¡Ó¬
·±“ª1 Ú±˜Ó¬ Ó¬Ô… ø¬Û. ¤˜. øfl¡¯∏±Ì ¬ÛíÀÈ«¬˘Ó¬ ’ôLˆ≈«¬Mê√ Œ˝√√±ª±
Ú±˝◊√√, ŒÓ¬ÀÚ ø˝√√Ó¬±øÒfl¡±1œÀ˚˛ ¶§-˝◊√√26√±˝◊√√ ¬Û1œé¬Ì √˘fl¡ õ∂fl‘¡Ó¬
Ó¬Ô…¬Û±øÓ¬À1 ¸˝√√±˚˛ fl¡ø1¬ıÕ˘› ’Ú≈À1±Ò Ê√ÀÚ±ª± ˝√√í˘º

’±“‰¬øÚ‡Ú1 Ê√ø1˚˛ÀÓ¬ ’øÒfl¡ Î¬◊¬Û˚≈Mê√ fl‘¡¯∏fl¡fl¡ ’ôLˆ≈«¬øMê√1
¬ı±À¬ı ¢∂˝√√Ì fl¡1± ¤ÀÚ øÚfl¡±fl¡1Ì õ∂øSê˚˛±Ó¬ ̧ ˜”˝√√ 1±˝◊√√Ê√1 ̧ ˝√√±˚˛-
¸˝√√À˚±ø·Ó¬± ’±˙± fl¡1± ˝√√í˘º

ÒÚ ‚”1±˝◊√√ ø√˚˛±1 ¤fl¡±Î¬◊∞I◊ Ú— – 083801001466

IFSC Code – ICIC0000838

Œ¬ı—fl¡1 Ú±˜ – ICICI Bank

˙±‡± – ¬ı1À¬ÛÈ¬±
¤fl¡±Î¬◊∞I◊1 Ú±˜ – PM-KISAN

¶§±˚- øÊ√˘± fl‘¡ø¯∏ ø¬ı¯∏˚˛±,
¬ı1À¬ÛÈ¬±Janasanyog/D/659/20

SHORT QUOTATION NOTICE
Sealed Quotation in plain paper affixing non-refundable court

fee stamp of Rs. 8.25 (Rupees Eight and Twenty Five Paisa)

only are hereby invited from the reputed experienced firm of

Kamrup (M) and other districts for supply of 5 nos. of GPS

(Model e-Trex30x and Model e-Trex20x) before 2 PM of

29.05.2020. The quotation so received will be opened on the

same date and hours in presence of the quotationers and the

quotation committee. If the date of receiving quotation falls on

a holiday then the same will be received and opened on the

next day at the same time. Details of the notice may be seen

at the office of the undersigned.

Sd/- Divisional Forest Officer

Guwahati Social Forestry Division

Janasanyog/C/773/20 Basistha, Guwahati-29

CAPSULE

MG Motor starts
contact-free sales,
service

NEW DELHI, May 21:
MG Motor India today
introduced contact-free
technology-assisted
sales and service
initiatives under the ‘MG
Shield+’ programme in
view of operating with
new norms, including
sanitization and social
distancing, due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
The programme offers a
comprehensive umbrella
of sales and service
initiatives designed with a
key focus on contact-free
technology, doorstep
delivery of services and
enhanced sanitization, the
company said in a
statement. – PTI

PHDCCI contribution
NEW DELHI, May 21:

The PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PHDCCI) today said it
has contributed Rs 528
crore towards the PM-
CARES Fund to support
fight against the
coronavirus pandemic.
During this worldwide
crisis, the Chamber
through its member
organisations, State
chapters and secretariat
have responded to the
appeal of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, by coming
forward with a contribution
of Rs 528 crore to the PM-
CARES Fund, said
PHDCCI President DK
Aggarwal. – PTI

HMSI manufacturing
NEW DELHI, May 21:

Honda Motorcycle and
Scooter India (HMSI)
today said it will resume
manufacturing operations
across its four plants in
the country in two phases,
with Karnataka-based
facility kickstarting the
process from next week.
With a 360-degree outlook
of balancing the forward
and backend linkages
across its ecosystem and
the evolving market
demand, the company
has aligned its production
plans, HMSI said in a
statement. – PTI

ICICI Bank rate
MUMBAI, May 21:

Private sector lender ICICI
Bank today announced a
fixed deposit product with
an enhanced interest rate
offering of 0.80 percentage
point for senior citizens.
Earlier, banks used to give
an additional interest of
0.50 per cent to senior
citizens. With a sharp
decrease in interest rates
since the beginning of the
pandemic, lenders starting
with SBI and then HDFC
Bank have enhanced the
premium paid to elder
people. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 21: The govern-

ment today said it has released Rs 92,077

crore towards devolution of central tax-

es to States for April and May.

In a tweet, the office of Finance Min-

ister Nirmala Sitharaman said, “GoI

has released a total amount of Rs 92,077

crore, as States’ share in the devolu-

tion of central taxes and duties for the

months of April and May 2020.”

The devolution amount for April

stood at Rs 46,038.10 crore, while for

May, it is Rs 46,038.70 crore.

The tweet further said that these

releases are according to projections

of receipts in Budget Estimate 2020-

21 and have not been adjusted for the

actual tax collections, impacting the

Centre’s cash balances.

“This is a special gesture to ensure

that the States’ cash flows remain un-

disturbed at this crucial time,” it added.

Rs 92,077 cr sanctioned to States as
devolution of April-May central taxes: Finmin

The Budget had projected the share

of the States in taxes at Rs 7.84-lakh

crore for 2020-21.

The 15th Finance Commission had

recommended the share of States at 41

per cent of the divisible pool and 1 per

cent for the newly-created Union Terri-

tories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

The 14th Finance Commission had

recommended that the States be giv-

en 42 per cent share in taxes.

Utilisation of additional borrow-

ing: The Centre has not imposed any

restrictions on States for utilisation of

additional borrowing of 2 per cent and

they are free to spend as per their

requirements, a senior Finance Min-

istry official has said.

It is to be noted that the basic limit

of 3 per cent remains unconditional,

while only additional one per cent out

of the two is linked to citizen-centric

reforms, the official said.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-

man while announcing this on Sunday

had said that an increase in borrowing

limits will be subject to States taking

citizen-centric reforms, which are

aimed at improving quality of service

delivery to the public.

In order to help States to enhance

their resource base in times of the

COVID-19 crisis, the Central gov-

ernment allowed them to go in for

additional borrowing of 2 per cent,

over and above the regular limit of 3

per cent of the GSDP, subject to cer-

tain conditions.

“The basic limit of 3 per cent re-

mains unconditional. Out of the addi-

tional borrowing of 2 per cent of

GSDP, 0.50 per cent is untied and 1

per cent is subject to undertaking cer-

tain reforms by the State governments

(0.25 per cent for each reform). Fur-

ther, additional 0.50 per cent is allowed

on undertaking at least any 3 suggest-

ed reforms,” the official said.

It may be noted that while the eligi-

bility for part of the additional borrow-

ing is conditional, its utilisation is fully

untied. The reforms suggested by the

Central government are citizen-cen-

tric and aims at increasing the quality

of service delivery to the public, the

official added.

These reforms are: implementation

of ‘one nation, one ration card’ sys-

tem; district level and licensing re-

forms for ease of doing business;

strengthening local bodies; and pow-

er sector reforms.

The additional borrowing will pro-

vide States extra resources of Rs

4.28-lakh crore to deal with COV-

ID-19 crisis. – PTI

MUMBAI, May 21: Hindustan Uni-

lever Ltd (HUL) today announced the

extension of its collaboration with the

United Nations Children’s Fund

(UNICEF) to support delivery of es-

sential hygiene products to tea plan-

tation workers in Assam, in the re-

sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to a statement, the col-

laboration will benefit families resid-

ing in the tea estates of the region and

facilitate the reach of key communica-

tion assets and the availability of es-

sentials such as soaps and toilet clean-

ers for the tea plantation workers.

The initiative focuses on enhancing

awareness related to COVID-19

among the tea plantation workers and

local communities and help them take

necessary precautions to stay safe

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh attends MSME's e-conclave themed on ‘Business Continuity

for MSMEs in Defence & Aerospace Sector’, in New Delhi on Thursday. – PTI

HUL extends partnership with UNICEF
during the pandemic.

Training modules and short videos

created by HUL to train frontline health-

care workers in the tea estates on re-

sponse and containment measures re-

lated to COVID-19 will be developed.

Sharing details on the initiative, San-

jiv Mehta, Chairman and MD, HUL,

said, “The tea indus-

try is one of the oldest

industries in India – a

mainstream industry

of the North-east re-

gion – and one of the largest employers

in India’s organised sector. As India’s

largest tea company, we are committed

to help keep those working in tea plan-

tations safe and our partnership with

UNICEF aims to do just that.”

UNICEF has been playing a key

role in the tea plantations since 2010

through various interventions and the

primary focus has been on the well-

being of children and women.

Yasmin Ali Haque, India Represent-

ative, UNICEF, said, “Around two

million people work in the Indian tea

industry, most of them residing in the

tea estates. UNICEF

has been working in

tea gardens since

2010 through Indian

tea associations to

improve working and living conditions

of plantation workers.

“Protecting this population from

the COVID-19 infection is one of our

highest priorities. With HUL’s support,

we are confident of improving aware-

ness levels and capacity building of

healthcare workers across tea estates

helping them fight this pandemic.”

In early April 2020, HUL commit-

ted Rs 100 crore towards helping In-

dia fight the COVID-19 pandemic. As

a part of this effort, HUL has rolled

out many initiatives to ensure that cit-

izens of India across all walks of life

have access to essential products such

as soaps, sanitizers and toilet clean-

ers, and understand the causes and im-

plications of the virus through simple

and direct communication.

HUL’s collaboration with UNICEF is

yet another measure to effectively and

promptly identify communities affected

by the COVID-19 crisis, and jointly guard

their interests, while also driving wide-

spread awareness campaigns around

myths and facts related to it. – IANS

Delivery of essential
hygiene products to
State tea workers

Preparations under way at the Chennai airport for a calibrated

resumption of flights from May 25, as announced by the Civil Aviation

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri, in Chennai on Thursday. – PTI

NEW DELHI, May 21: Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala Sith-

araman will hold a review

meeting with CEOs of public

sector banks (PSBs) on Friday

to discuss various issues, includ-

ing loan disbursement, as part

of efforts to revive the econo-

my reeling under the COVID-

19 impact, sources said.

The meeting, which was

earlier scheduled for May 11,

got deferred due to the stim-

ulus package announcements,

they added.

The meeting assumes sig-

nificance as the banking sector

has to implement many

schemes under the Rs 21-lakh

crore economic package an-

nounced by the Finance Min-

ister in five tranches last week.

The Union Cabinet headed by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on Wednesday gave its nod for

many of the schemes announced

as part of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat

Abhiyan’ package to prop up the

economy reeling under the

COVID-19 crisis.

The meeting, to be held via

NEW DELHI, May 21:

Union Minister Nitin Gadka-

ri today said the government

is set to introduce a vehicle

scrappage policy, under which

recycling clusters may be es-

tablished near ports, express-

ing confidence that India will

emerge as the world’s lead-

ing automobile manufacturing

hub in five years.

“Now, we are going to start

the new scrapping policy, by

which old cars, trucks and

buses will be scrapped,” the

Minister of MSME and Road

Transport and Highways said.

He said the government has

decided to increase the depth

of the country’s ports by 18

metre, and automobile clusters

Govt set to introduce vehicle
scrappage policy: Gadkari

comprising recycling plants can

be set up near the ports.

The minister added that the

material recycled will be useful

for the automobile industry as it

will reduce cost of manufactur-

ing cars, buses, and trucks, in-

creasing India’s competitive-

ness in international markets.

“Within five years, India will

be the number one manufac-

turing hub of all cars, buses and

trucks, with all fuel, ethanol,

methanol, bio-CNG, LNG,

electric as well as hydrogen

fuel cells,” Gadkari said.

He was addressing a meet-

ing via video-conferencing

with the representatives of

MIT ADT University on fu-

ture of higher education.

Experts said the draft

guidelines for setting up au-

thorised vehicle scrappage fa-

cilities that the Ministry of

Road Transport and Highways

(MoRTH) released in Octo-

ber 2019 was seen as a step in

the right direction but a lot of

work was yet to be done.

The guidelines detailed the

infrastructure requirement

and the procedure for setting

up vehicle scrappage facilities

in the country, streamlining the

process for entities interested

in entering this business. – PTI

Eye on boosting
auto manufacturing

NEW DELHI, May 21:

Global airlines’ grouping IATA

today said the government’s

decision to regulate airfares is

a “step back” and carriers need

to have the freedom to make

their commercial decisions,

including pricing of air tickets.

The comments came hours

after the Civil Aviation Minis-

try announced that airfares

would be capped for three

months till August 24 after

domestic flight services

resume on May 25.

Commercial domestic and

international flights have been

under suspension since

March 25 when the nation-

wide lockdown was imposed

to curb spreading of corona-

Airlines need to have freedom
on commercial decisions: IATA

virus infections.

“Airlines need to have the

freedom to make their com-

mercial decisions, including

the pricing of airfares. Hence,

we recognise and hope that

this is a one-time measure as

a result of COVID-19 and will

be discontinued on August 24.

“India’s Air Corporation Act

was repealed in 1994, so the

announcement to regulate air-

fares more than 2 decades lat-

er comes across as certainly a

step back,” IATA Assistant Di-

rector (Corporate Communi-

cations - Asia Pacific) Albert

Tjoeng told PTI.

The International Air

Transport Association (IATA)

is a grouping of nearly 290 air-

lines. Air India, Vistara, Indi-

Go and SpiceJet are also

members of IATA.

Fare capping ‘unfortu-

nate’: Capping airfares is a

“bad and unfortunate” decision

as pricing is most strategic to

airlines, according to aviation

consultancy CAPA South Asia.

CAPA South Asia’s CEO

and Director Kapil Kaul said

that partial and calibrated re-

sumption of flight services is

welcome but cap on fares is a

“bad and unfortunate deci-

sion”.– PTI

Capping airfares
bad and unfortunate
decision: CAPA

NEW DELHI, May 21: In-

dia has become the world’s sec-

ond largest manufacturer of

personal protective equipment

(PPE) body coveralls within a

short time span of two months,

the government said today.

China is the world’s leading

producer of PPE body cover-

alls, crucial to safeguard against

the COVID-19 pandemic.

In a statement, theMinistry

of Textiles said it has been

taking several steps to ensure

that both quality and quantity

of PPE coveralls going up to

the desired levels within a

very short span of time of two

months, “thereby catapulting

India into the world’s second

largest manufacturer of body

coveralls, next only to China”.

The ministry has taken steps

to ensure that only certified

players across the entire sup-

ply chain are allowed to supply

body coveralls to governments,

an official statement said.

Besides, Textiles Committee,

India becomes
world’s 2nd largest
manufacturer: Govt

Mumbai too will now test and

certify PPE body coveralls re-

quired for healthcare workers

and other COVID-19 warriors.

Ajit Chavan, Secretary, Tex-

tiles Committee and Addition-

al Textile Commissioner, Min-

istry of Textiles, explained how

the committee rose up to the

occasion to surmount the chal-

lenge of non-availability of re-

puted domestic manufacturers

of PPE testing equipment.

“We faced the humongous

challenges of non-availability

of domestic manufacturers of

repute and incessant delay/

long gestation period to im-

port machine from China as

also challenges of ever-in-

creasing prices by the oppor-

tunist companies in China due

to demand for such equip-

ment the world over. We

therefore decided to do it in-

digenously,” he said. – PTI

PPE body coveralls

NEW DELHI, May 21:

Ride-hailing platform Uber

today said its package delivery

service ‘Connect’ has been

rolled out in five more cities –

New Delhi, Noida, Hyderabad,

Chennai and Chandigarh.

The service, which was pi-

loted last week in Kolkata,

Jaipur, Guwahati and Gurgaon,

enables residents to send and

receive items from each oth-

er within city limits, while

maintaining social distancing

amid COVID-19 outbreak.

“The positive response to

our pilot programme last

week has encouraged us to

expand the availability of Uber

Connect, Uber India and South

Asia Director - Operations and

Head of Cities, Prabhjeet Singh

said in a statement.

It helps support cities and

communities through Uber’s

Uber expands ‘Connect’
service to 5 more cities

technology and network by

moving what matters. Addi-

tionally, it creates earning op-

portunities for driver part-

ners, Singh added.

All packages sent via Uber

Connect need to be transport-

able on a two-wheeler vehi-

cle, be under 5 kg in weight,

securely sealed and items

such as alcohol, recreational

drugs, or dangerous and ille-

gal items are not allowed to

be sent. – PTI

FM to review credit flow
with PSB CEOs today

video-conferencing, will also

take stock of interest rate

transmission to borrowers by

banks and progress on mora-

torium on loan repayments,

the sources said.

The RBI had on March 27

slashed the benchmark inter-

est rate by a massive 75 basis

points and also announced a

three-month moratorium to

be given by banks to provide

relief to borrowers whose in-

come has been hit due to the

lockdown.

At the Friday meeting, chief

executives of public sector fi-

nancial institutions will also be

present as some of the

schemes have to be imple-

mented by them.

The Union Cabinet headed

by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Wednesday approved

additional funding of up to Rs

3-lakh crore at a concessional

rate of 9.25 per cent through

the Emergency Credit Line

Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS)

for the MSME sector hit hard

by the coronavirus crisis. – PTI

Flight resumption will help kick-start
economic activities: Travel cos

NEW DELHI, May 21: Leading online travel firms today

said the decision to resume domestic air travel will go a

long way in providing stimulus to economic activities.

About a third of domestic flight operations will resume

in India from May 25 under strict norms.

“The resumption of domestic air travel after a shutdown

of over 60 days is an important step that will provide

access to thousands of people via the quickest means

possible. It will also go a long way in helping kick-start

economic activities as businesses reopen,” MakeMyTrip

Co-founder and Group CEO Rajesh Magow said.

In similar vein, Yatra.com Co-founder and CEO Dhruv

Shringi welcoming the decision, said, “While we anticipate

change in customer demand and confidence, but are also

hopeful that this move will give the much needed econom-

ic stimulus to the tourism sector and travel agents,” he

added. – PTI

IRDAI proposes
modification in trade

credit insurance
NEW DELHI, May 21: In-

surance regulator IRDAI is

proposing to modify the Trade

Credit Insurance (TCI) guide-

lines to provide better cover-

age to the MSME sector which

is considered as the backbone

of the country’s economy.

The changes in the TCI

regulatory framework, ac-

cording to the IRDAI’s expo-

sure draft, are aimed at im-

proving the overall business

environment by protecting

suppliers as well as lenders

against payment defaults.

The TCI was introduced in

2016 to facilitate and promote

trade by addressing issues

concerning losses arising from

payment-related defaults.

The existing TCI guidelines,

however, do not allow insurance

companies to offer full-fledged

benefits to suppliers and also

restrict cover provided to banks

and financial institutions.

Considering the various re-

quests and the needs of the

market in view of the chang-

ing paradigms of trade, the

regulator had constituted a

working group to revisit the

existing guidelines on Trade

Credit Insurance.

“The working group has

proposed several changes in

the existing guidelines in or-

der to improve the credit in-

surance market and at the

same time meet the require-

ments of various stakeholders

involved in trade-related trans-

actions,” it said. – PTI
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LEISURE & LIFESTYLE

07:45 Pratham Xongbad

14:00 Biyolir Headline

16:00 Abelir Khabar

16:30 Superfast Prime Time100

17:00 City18

18:00 Prime Time18

19:00 Dintur Shironam

20:00 Porjyobekhyon

21:30 Aparadh Nama

22:00 North East Scan

22:30 Noixo Xironam

08:30 Devotional Music

08:45 Swachh Bharat Batori

08.50 Batori

15:00 Vigyan Prasar

15:30 Classical Music

16:00 Abelir Batori

16:05 Akholor Juti

16:30 Chiphung

17:00 Nimishote Batori

17:02 DD Kisan TV Serial in Hindi

17:30 Krishi Darshan

18:00 Dharabahik

18:30 Batori

18:45 NE News

12:00 Bandbudh Aur Budbak

15:00 Roll No. 21

15:30 Oggy And The

Cockroaches

19:00 Roll No. 21

19:30 Bandbudh Aur Budbak

21:00 Oggy And The Cock...

23:30 The Tom & Jerry Show

12:00 Chhota Bheem

Movie-Sky Dragon

12:30 Super Bheem

13:00 Chhota Bheem

14:30 Grizzy And The

Lemmings

17:30 Chhota Bheem

20:30 Super Bheem

21:00 Grizzy And The

Lemming

22:00 Mr. Bean

23:00 M.A.D.

23:30 Grizzy And The

Lemming

LOCKHORNS

THE PHANTOM ® By Lee Falk

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

BLONDIE

Know your DAY
By JACQUELINE BIGAR

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, May 22, 2020:

Ambitious and productive, you will have a variety of projects this year, not

all of which will come through, but those that do will be very successful. Your

whole concept of wealth shifts as you are rewarded with challenging work. If

single, you pursue a partner ardently who may not return your attention. If

attached, lessen demands on your partner, and you will be ecstatically happy

together. CAPRICORN likes to call the shots sometimes.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-

Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March  21-April 19)

H HH Alert and alive, your mind relishes a challenge, and you can

do a great deal of writing today. Cards and emails, as well as stories

and poems flow freely. Neighbors are more friendly; accept invitations they

extend. Return calls promptly. Tonight: Play the night away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

H You are a connoisseur in every sense of the word and long for

creature comforts. Fine clothes and jewelry are hard for you to resist.

But today purchase only what you can honestly afford, and all will be well.

Tonight: A child inspires you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

H H H You are in a time of expanding consciousness, greater self-

expression and heightened awareness. It’s a perfect day to study. You

do well with electronics, too. New inventions and technologies make a differ-

ence in your life. Tonight: It is your night to do as you like.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

H HH Time alone in meditation and reflection is precious. Today

brings you in touch with those who have different values. Acceptance

of those who have conflicting attitudes and priorities is a must. Listen to

others, but don’t waste precious time and energy arguing. Tonight: Relax.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

HH Expect calls from friends. Today brings a renewal of old

involvements. Those closest to you reveal their innermost desires. Be

receptive to plans a loved one suggests. There could be a birthday celebration

or other pleasures in store for you. Tonight: Join a prestigious new organization.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

H Much is expected of you today. Others rely on your skills. The

role of guide is yours. You realize that a part of the past must end.

Relatives respond if you express your love. Tonight: Take the night off and do

what you want.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

HH Today brings strength and a sense of purpose with your

accomplishments. You can make friends with foreign-born people. In-

stinctively, you will know what to say and do to win support for your views and

projects. Tonight: It is easier to enjoy the present.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

HHH Expressing your deepest desires and passions can alter your

life now. Think of long-range consequences if you feel swept along by

feelings or compulsions. If you feel unsettled about this, investigate a bit.

Understanding can help. Tonight: You may be perplexed about others’ attitudes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.  22-Dec. 21)

H It is a day to be realistic about relationships and commitment.

Pull away from links that inhabit or discourage you. Strengthen those

which you know have potential for the future. Early photos or diaries can be

revealing. Tonight: New insights about your heritage surface.

CAPRICORN (Dec.  22-Jan. 19)

H Keep your schedule and environment wholesome today. Your

health could need a bit of attention. Use bright lights to chase away

any gloom. A few extra hours of sleep is the best gift you could give yourself.

Tonight: Take a long herbal bath and meditate.

AQUARIUS (Jan.  20-Feb. 18)

H Words of love are exchanged by email or on the phone.

Accept an invitation. Creativity accelerates if you enjoy a novelty and

stimulation. Study a new subject or skill if boredom threatens. Tonight: Check

in on as many loved ones as you can.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

H Relatives can be restless. Allow loved ones plenty of freedom.

You will dream about the perfect home and family life. You could decide

to redecorate, remodel or even sell a home. Positive financial twists are

promised today. Tonight: Get together with an elderly family member.

H H

Thought for the day

Hell is empty and all the devils are here.
–  WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Misquotations are the only quotations that

are never ––. – Hesketh Pearson (9)

Words: Voice, crust/curst, drudge, quorum.

Answer: Misquotations are the only

quotations that are never misquoted. –

Hesketh Pearson

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve
the jumbles to make proper words and move
them to the respective squares below. Select
the letters in the shaded squares and jumble
them to get the answer for the given quip.

JUMBLED  WORDSHEALTH CAPSULES®

by Bron Smith

Health Capsules is not intended
to be of a diagnostic nature.

CROSSWORD - 6900

Across: Feasts, 7 Pétanque, 8 Peso, 10 Credit, 11 Rewind, 14
Rex, 16 Rabat, 17 Asks, 19 Bronx, 21 Warps, 22 Minos, 23 Week,
26 Cried, 28 Gym, 29 Answer, 30 Envied, 31 Duet, 32 Clarence, 33

Ninety.
Down: 1 Fascia, 2 Swedes, 3 Spot, 4 Taverns, 5 Squib, 6 Veldt,

8 Perk, 9 Six, 12 Wax, 13 Naive, 15 Arrow, 18 Spurn, 19 Ban, 20
Ops, 21 Widened, 22 Mew, 23 Wyvern, 24 Emit, 25 Kidney, 26

Catch, 27 Islam, 28 Gnu, 30 Eden.

SOLUTION

12:00 Tiger Wars

13:00 Wild Families

14:00 Wild Cats Of India

14:30 Monkey Thieves

15:00 Savage Kingdom

16:00 Trials of The Wild

16:30 Animal Fight Club

17:00 India's Jungle Heroes

18:00 Ultimate Animals

18:30 Wild Caribbean's Deadly...

19:00 Real Wild Battles

20:00 River Of Dreams

21:00 Africa's Deadly Kingdom

21:30 Man V. Animal

22:00 India's Jungle Heroes

23:00 Dangerous Encounters

23:30 Giants Of The Himalayas

12:00 Forged In Fire

12:30 Ancient Aliens

13:30 Pawn Stars

14:00 Storage Wars

14:30 Food Tech

15:00 OMG! Yeh Mera India

16:00 Knife Or Death

16:30 Counting Cars

17:00 Storage Wars

17:30 Shipping Wars

18:00 Monster Motor Challenge

19:00 Food Tech

20:00 OMG! Yeh Mera India

21:00 Forged In Fire

21:30 Pawn Stars

22:00 Storage Wars

22:30 Shipping Wars

23:00 Aerial Asia

07:00 Breakfast Live
08:00 Live at 8
09:00 Good morning Assam
10:00 Assamese news
11:30 Kotha Barta (R)
12:00 Mid Day Live
13:00 Assamese Telefilm
14:30 Afternoon Prime
17:30 Guwahati Bisesh
18:00 Guwahati Live
18:30 Breaking @ 6:30
19:00 Assamesse Prime Time
20:00 Discussion Show
21:00 Super Prime Time
22:00 Live at 10
22:30 Noixo Guwahati

23:00 Noixo Batori

1700 Xopun
1730 Barala Kai
1830 Xopunor Aasutia Rang
2000 Jonaki Kareng
2030 Xopun
2100 Oi Khapla
2130 Bah Amarawati Bah
2200 Borola Kai

14:30 Ind vs WI 2018 ODI HLs

15:00 New Zealand vs India 2020

19:00 Cricket Legends 2015

19:30 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

20:00 IPL 2014 HLs

20:30 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs

21:00 Cricket Legends 2015

21:30 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

22:00 IPL 2014 HLs

22:30 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs

23:00 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

23:30 Football United Special

14:30 Ind vs WI 2018 ODI HLs

15:00 New Zealand vs India 2020

19:00 Cricket Legends 2015

19:30 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

20:00 IPL 2014 HLs

20:30 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs

21:00 Cricket Legends 2015

21:30 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

22:00 VIVO IPL 2019 HLs

22:30 IPL 2014 HLs

23:00 NZ vs IND 2020 T20I HLs

23:30 Hero Indian Super League

12:00 Formula E's Top 10 Moments

12:30 WWE NXT

14:30 WWE BlockBusters

15:30 ATP Uncovered 2020

16:00 WWE NXT

18:00 WWE Main Event

19:00 Asian Games 2018

19:30 Formula E's Top 10 Moments

20:00 WWE NXT

22:00 WWE BlockBusters

22:30 Asian Games 2018

23:30 Formula E's Top 10 Moments

12:00 India's Finest

12:30 Best Of Abu Dhabi T10

13:00 Great Centuries

13:30 Memorable Masterstrokes

14:00 Homage

14:30 Masters Of Oz

14:00 Help, I Shrunk My

Teacher

16:30 Rise Of The Apes

Vinaash Ka Aarambh

18:30 Bad Boys II

21:00 Unstoppable

23:00 Resident Evil: Afterlife

13:00 Mulan

14:30 Avatar

17:30 The Jungle Book

19:30 Home Alone 3

21:00 The A-Team

23:00 The Hills Have Eyes 2

14:00 Tum Se Achcha Kaun

Hai

17:30 Krishna Cottage

20:00 Farz

23:00 International Khiladi12:30 Dolphin Tale

14:30 Mean Machine

16:00 Drop Zone

18:00 Batman Forever

20:00 Friday the 13th (2009)

21:00 Red Dawn

22:30 Pain & Gain

13:00 Transformers: Dark Of

The Moon

15:30 300

17:30 Shooter

19:30 Clash Of The Titans

21:00 Disturbia

23:00 Thor

ZEE CINEMA

21:00 Khoonkhar

12:00 Love Action Dhamaka

14:30 Phir Hera Pheri

17:30 Sher E Jigar

20:00 Indra - The Tiger

23:00 Hindustani Yodha

12:00 Nela Ticket

15:00 Ek Tha Tiger

18:00 The Return Of Rebel 2

21:00 Kanchana

12:00 Kitchen Champion

13:00 Thapki Pyar Ki

14:00 Mohe Rang Do Laal

15:00 Madhubala - Ek Ishq Ek

Junoon

16:00 Sasural Simar Ka

18:00 Kasam Tere Pyaar Ki

19:00 Madhubala - Ek Ishq Ek...

20:00 Sasural Simar Ka

22:00 Bhagyavidhata

23:00 Udaan

23:30 Mahakali Anth Hi....

12:00 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

17:00 My Name Ijj Lakkhan

17:30 Badi Dooooor Se Aaye Hai

18:00 Office Office

18:30 Partners Trouble Ho Gayi

Double

19:00 Tera Kya Hoga Alia

19:30 Tenali Rama

20:00 Baalveer Returns

20:30 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

21:00 Sajan Re Jhoot Mat Bolo

21:30 Saat Phero Ki Hera Pherie

22:00 Jijaji Chhat Per Hain

22:30 Office Office

23:00 Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah

Chashmah

23:30 Jijaji Chhat Per Hain

15:00 Pavitra Rishta

17:00 Paramavatar Shri Krishna

18:30 Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Lil Champs

20:00 Qubool Hai

21:30 Dance India Dance

23:00 Zee Cine Awards

23:30 Dance India Dance

12:00 Mahabharat

13:00 Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai

15:00 Ramayan

16:00 Saath Nibhaana Saathiya

17:30 Mann Ki Awaaz...Pratigya

18:30 RadhaKrishn

19:30 Ramayan

20:30 Mahabharat

21:30 Devon Ke Dev Mahadev

SOLUTION TO TRIBUNE CROSSWORD – 6900

12:30 Simmba

15:30 Khoon Bhari Maang

18:30 Mr. And Mrs. Ramachari

21:00 Khoonkhar

23:30 Commando 2

13:00 De Dana Dan

16:30 Kaala Karikaalan

20:00 Total Dhamaal

23:00 10 Ka Dum

Across
1 Rich or

abundant
meals (6)

7 French form
of the bowls
game (8)

8 Mexican coin
(4)

10 Belief or trust
(6)

11 Reverse (6)
14 King (3)
16 Capital of

Morocco (5)
17 Inquires,

requests (4)
19 Borough of

New York (5)
21 Twists out of

shape (5)
22 Legendary

ruler of Crete
(5)

23 Seven days
(4)

26 Wept (5)
28 In short,

body-builder’s
place ? (3)

29 Reply (6)
30 Felt jealous of ?

(6)
31 Song for two (4)
32 P. G

Wodehouse’s
Lord Emsworth
(8)

33 Nervous cricket
score (6)

Down
1 Dashboard (6)
2 Those men from

Stockholm (6)
3 A place (4)
4 Inns (7)
5 Damp ___ : an

unsuccessful
attempt to
impress, etc.
(5)

6 South African
grassland (5)

8 Informal goodie
given on top of
salary (4)

9 First-grader’s
age (3)

12 Increase in
size (3)

13 Ingenuous (5)
15 It’s shot from a

bow (5)
18 Reject (5)
19 Prohibit (3)
20 Goddess of

plenty (3)
21 Broadened (7)
22 Cry of a cat (3)
23 Heraldic dragon

(6)
24 Give off (4)
25 A type of body

organ (6)
26 A prize ____ :

something
really worth
having ? (5)

27 Religion of the
Muslims (5)

28 African
antelope (3)

30 The Biblical
Garden (4)

12:00 Brave The Wild

12:30 Brave Wilderness

13:00 Animals Unleashed

13:30 Animal Planet Exclusives

14:00 River Monsters

14:30 How Do Animals Do That?

15:00 Jewels Of The Natural...

15:30 The Cute Ones

14:00 Mahayudh

17:00 Bear Grylls & Rajinikanth

17:30 Animals Unleashed

18:00 Bizarre Beasts

19:00 Animal Planet Exclusives

20:00 Wildest Survival

20:30 Animals Unleashed

21:00 River Monsters

22:00 Wild Frank

23:00 Mahayudh

23:30 The Cute Ones

12:00 Snakes in The City

12:30 Monster Croc Wrangler

13:00 Primal Survivor

13:30 Monster Croc Wrangler

14:00 Running Wild With Bear...

15:00 Out There With Jack...

16:00 Primal Survivor

17:00 Monster Croc Wrangler

17:30 Dirty Rotten Survival

18:00 World's Most Extreme

19:00 Snakes in The City

20:00 Monster Fish

20:30 Animals Gone Wild

21:00 Primal Survivor

22:00 Running Wild With Bear...

23:00 Airport Security Madrid

STAR GOLD

20:00 Total Dhamaal

Lockdown
fitness
Model and

fitness enthusiast

Milind Soman

offers some tips

on how to stay fit

during the

lockdown

Actor-model-fitness enthusiast

Milind Soman feels one should

not neglect health and fitness during

the COVID-19 lockdown. He shares

some tips on how to stay fit while stay-

ing at home with limited options. Here’s

what he has to say:

* Keep a close eye on your diet: It’s

most important to keep realistic expectations.

HBO

19:30 Clash Of  The Titans

WB

21:00 Red Dawn

15:00 Best Of Mzansi Super

League

15:30 Turf Wars

16:00 Best Of Abu Dhabi T10

16:30 India's Finest

17:00 Homage

17:30 Australian Open Classics

18:00 Men In Blue Victorious

19:00 Best Of Mzansi Super...

19:30 India's Finest

20:00 Best Of Abu Dhabi T10

20:30 Great Centuries

21:00 Memorable Masterstrokes

21:30 Homage

22:00 Masters Of Oz

22:30 Best Of Mzansi Super...

23:00 Turf Wars

23:30 Best Of Abu Dhabi T10

Don’t pressure yourself into losing a lot of weight

quickly, else your plan to achieve better health

may miscarry. Let weight loss or gain be a part of

your training. Thinking about why you are making

a healthy choice will motivate you better, and sus-

tain the momentum.

One of the first things to keep in mind is to eat

healthily. I prefer simple home cooked meals, sea-

sonal vegetables, fresh fruits and nuts. Begin the

day by eating right – which I do by ensuring to

include a handful of almonds as a part of breakfast.

Since I was a child, almonds have been a staple

breakfast item. Not only are they tasty and filling,

but contain a host of essential nutrients like, pro-

tein, vitamin E, magnesium, etc., that are good for

overall health. Added to that, they also provide

energy which helps me kickstart my day.

* Start scheduling your day: I personally

believe that for anybody to achieve what they

dream of, mental discipline is key. Since lock-

down has confined us for quite a long pe-

riod, motivating yourself to keep busy and

constantly productive might be a chal-

lenge. I create a timetable or schedule to

plan my day, with a specific time for work,

entertainment, food and exercise. While

training, if you miss out on something in

your schedule for any reason, try to

make up for it the same day. However,

don’t overwork yourself or over-exer-

cise just because you have the time, it’s

still super important to maintain a balance

in your routine.

* Try new movements, but with cau-

tion: There are so many athletes, trainers and

celebrities putting their workouts online. This

can be incredibly inspiring and it also gives us the

opportunity to try out different movements and

training programs. It’s important to understand

that while we may not be able to do exactly what

we want at home, and it’s fun to experiment,

maintaining a level of fitness by simple conven-

ient programs that will allow us to get back on

track as quickly as possible once the lockdown

ends, is important. If we get injured at home, out

of misplaced enthusiasm, then it defeats our in-

tention.

* Don’t underestimate the need to stay well

rested: Sleeping well and adequately is not just

essential to maintain your physical and mental

health but also extremely important to drive re-

sults from your exercise routine. Sleep is crucial

for training recovery and helps with muscle repair

after a workout. On the flip side, inadequate sleep

can interfere with the body's ability to recover and

inhibits it to build maximum muscle strength. For

me, getting the right amount of sleep is my number

one priority. It allows me to focus better and per-

form my day to day activities efficiently – both

professional and personal. So ensure you sleep

well every day to be able to live your life in the

best way possible.

(Source: IANS)

22:30 Ramayan

23:30 Savdhaan India

12:00 Resident Evil : The Final

Chapter

14:00 Marvel's Runaways

15:00 The One

17:00 Ace Ventura: When

Nature...

19:00 Seinfeld

21:00 The Chefs' Line

22:00 Marvel's Runaways

23:00 The Late Late Show With

James Corden

23:30 Seinfeld

116:00Jai Shri Krishna

18:00 Balika Vadhu

19:00 Mahabharat

21:00 Jai Shri Krishna

23:00 Dance Deewane 2
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STATE
1st COVID-19
case reported
in Dibrugarh

OUR BUREAU

DIBRUGARH, May 21:

One quarantined person,

who arrived here by train

from Chennai on May 18,

was found COVID-19 posi-

tive today. He was lodged at

a hotel quarantine centre in

the city after his arrival here

on Monday. This person has

his permanent residence at

Lezai near here. He has

been shifted to the COVID-

19 facility at the Assam Med-

ical College Hospital this

evening, according to ADC

in-charge of Health, Deepu

Kumar Deka.

Meanwhile, altogether 398

passengers arrived here by

train today. They arrived by

two trains – the Special Ra-

jdhani Express from New

Delhi and a Shramik Special

from Bengaluru. The passen-

gers were screened for tem-

perature and later directed

to quarantine facilities as ap-

plicable.

Gauripur youth
tests positive

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, May 21: Twen-

ty-year-old Saddam Hussain,

who recently returned from

Maharashtra, has been

picked up by the administra-

tion after he was found COV-

ID-19 positive.

It has been informed that

Hussain returned from Ma-

harashtra last week via Sr-

irampur Gate in Kokrajhar

district, and was put under

quarantine at a centre in

Kokrajhar. The authority con-

cerned stated that he was re-

leased from the quarantine

centre on Wednesday and

was asked to be in home

quarantine. Therefore, he re-

turned to his home at Babur

Alga Village at Gauripur.

On Thursday, his COVID-

19 test results arrived in

which he was found positive.

The district administration

took him to Guwahati after

the result came out.

The COVID-19 positive pa-

tient said that he was accom-

panied by 19 other persons

from Dhubri in his journey

from Maharashtra that includ-

ed seven labourers from Gau-

ripur-based Beparipatty.

2 test COVID-19
positive in

Sonitpur
CORRESPONDENT

TEZPUR, May 21: Two

persons tested COVID-19

positive in Sonitpur district

yesterday. As per yesterday

evening’s update and the

COVID-19 report, two per-

sons, namely, Prabhat Limbu

and Dilip Tanti hailing from

Bherbheri and Jiagabharu

area under Misamari PS in

Sonitpur district were work-

ing in Haryana. After their

return to Assam, they were

put in  TU zonal quarantine

centre since May 18 last.

However after receiving

their swab test reports, they

were immediately shifted to

Tezpur Medical College and

Hospital (TMCH) for further

treatment.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 21: Chief

Minister Sarbananda Sonow-

al today visited the temporary

regional zonal screening cen-

tre set up earlier this month

at Kakodunga on the western

outskirts here, bordering

Golaghat district,  to screen

people returning  from outside

the State by road.

The centre has been tasked

to screen returnees to six dis-

tricts of Upper Assam.

A district administration of-

ficial informed that the Chief

Minister took stock of the work

carried out at the centre from

senior  officials of the district

administration, Health Depart-

ment, police  and from  em-

ployees posted at the centre.

Sonowal also visited the

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, May 21:

The recent amendments in

the labour laws in the State

has put the plantation

workers in jittery. The

decision of the State

Cabinet to increase

working hours from 8

hours to 12 hours has been

labelled as government’s

oppressive resolution by

the plantation workers.

As the world marked the

1st International Tea Day

today, the plantation workers

led by All Adivasi Students’

Association of Assam

(AASAA) in several tea

gardens staged demonstra-

tions against the increase in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, May 21: The tea industry

marked its first International Tea Day today as

an effort towards expanding demand of tea and

its health benefit properties. It is also to raise

awareness of the long history of tea and to

appreciate the working force of this industry.

Tea, which has survived through World Wars,

famines, plagues and seen the world change

from analogue to digital, has so many stories

to share.

 Dikom tea estate, located some 18 kms from

here, celebrated its tea day by honouring the

souls, who have engraved the deep roots of

Dikom tea estate centuries ago by lighting can-

dles and thanking each and everyone.

The estate on this auspicious day inaugurat-

ed its Information Centre and also launched its

e-learning portal in YouTube. This informa-

tion centre will be used by teachers to make

online class videos which will be uploaded in

the e-portal.

Inaugurating the Information Centre, Nab-

in Keot, Vice President, ACMS Central

Committee said, “I am happy to be present

on this auspicious occasion for the noble ini-

tiative taken by the garden which is one of

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, May 21:

The National Student Union

of India (NSUI), Dibrugarh

has urged upon Chief Minis-

ter Sarbananda Sonowal to

protect Dehing Patkai Wild-

life Sanctuary from coal min-

ing as it is directly related to

the environment and natural

resources of Assam.

In a letter to the Chief Min-

ister, the student body affili-

ated to the Indian National

Congress (INC), has asked

the State government to en-

CORRESPONDENT

NORTH LAKHIMPUR,

May 21: The Agriculture de-

partment has identified 8,401

fake beneficiaries of Prime

Minister KISAN scheme in

Lakhimpur district.

The numbers have

emerged following an inquiry

by the State Agriculture de-

partment in the wake of a scam

in the PM KISAN scheme

during the lockdown. The bo-

gus beneficiaries include gov-

ernment employees and pen-

sioners have drawn funds with

no agriculture land, the inquiry

found. However, fake benefi-

ciaries of PM KISAN scheme

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, May 21: Since

Wednesday night it has been

raining heavily in the entire

Dhubri district disrupting

normal life. Due to the heavy

rain and storm, loss of many

private and a few public prop-

erties have been reported.

Almost in the entire district,

including Dhubri town, there

is no electricity since

A CORRESPONDENT

NAGAON, May 21: Within this week,

around 987 people stranded in various parts

of the country reached Nagaon and were be-

ing quarantined in various centres in the dis-

trict.

Around 213 people arrived today at Na-

gaon from outside the State and they were

being screened at the special health camp set

up at Nehrubali field by the district medical

surveillance teams.

The sources said that this afternoon the

Increase in working hours against human dignity: AASAA
working hours and other

issues by maintaining social

distancing. The workers

have made it clear that they

are not going to submit to

the diktat.

AASAA vice president

Rustom Kujur has ques-

tioned as to how govern-

ment or the employers could

force workers to toil for 12

hours. “We are not going to

tolerate forced labour and

anything that is against the

basic human dignity. The

workers have their children

who need time from their

parents for upbringing and

care. Government cannot

detach the parents from their

children. It is sheer cruelty

on the part of the govern-

ment and we strongly

condemn it. The govern-

ment needs to withdraw its

decision immediately,” said

Kujur as they held demon-

stration in Pithaguti tea

estate near Rajgarh town.

As part of the Statewide

protest called by AASAA,

demonstrations were also

organized in Madhuting tea

estate in Duliajan, Shalmari

have opposed the increase in

working hours and have

resolved to stand united

against the State Cabinet’s

decision. “We are ready to

work on Sundays to recover

the losses incurred by the

tea gardens during the first

phase of the lockdown period

but we are not going to toil

for 12 hours,” a woman

worker from Madhuting tea

estate told newsmen during

their protest.

The protest in Duliajan

was spearheaded by Manoj

Oraon, general secretary,

AASAA, Dibrugarh district.

Mithu Kisku, assistant

general secretary, AASAA,

Dibrugarh organized the

protest in Shalmari tea

tea estate in Tingkhong and

in tea estates of Satyanaray-

an, Balimara and Purushotam

near Naharkatia town within

the district. The workers

estate while Michael Purty,

secretary, AASAA, Naharka-

tia regional committee led

the protests in Naharkatia

areas.

AASAA also demanded

the government to ensure

payment of wages and

distribution of rations to all

the workers of the tea

gardens for the first phase of

the lockdown period, as per

government order.  The

Adivasi student body has also

expressed its support to the

Assam Chah Mazdoor

Sangha (ACMS) and other

central trade unions during

tomorrow’s nationwide

protest against the anti-

worker policies of the

government.

AASAA activists and workers staging a protest against the government’s move to increase
working hours, at Pithaguti TE in Dibrugarh district on Thursday. – UB Photos

Sonowal visits zonal screening centre at Kakodunga

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal visiting the COVID-19 zonal screening centre, at Kakodunga in Jorhat district on
Thursday. – UB Photos

quarantine Centre set up at the

Kaziranga University, not far

from the screening centre, the

district administration official

stated.

The official said that the

Chief Minister, accompanied

by Tingkhong  (Dibrugarh dis-

trict) MLA of BJP Bimal Bo-

rah, praised the work done by

the all departments concerned

in running the screening and

quarantine centres.

It may be mentioned here

that since May 6 till today alto-

gether 2211 people, who ar-

rived here from outside As-

sam, have been screened at

the zonal screening centre of

Jorhat, as per information pro-

vided by Jorhat Deputy Com-

missioner.

Speaking to newspersons at

the zonal screening centre,

chayat-wise and also block lev-

el and for that purpose, legis-

lators and parliamentarians

were providing necessary sup-

port in this regard.

The Chief Minister also

thanked mediapersons for play-

ing a positive role during the

lockdown period by emphasiz-

ing on maintaining social dis-

tancing and taking other nec-

essary precautionary meas-

ures  like cleanliness and sani-

tation to prevent the outbreak

of COVID-19.

Sonowal said that though in

recent days the number of

COVID-19 positive cases

have increased a bit but there

was no cause for worry as the

Health department was fully

geared up to tackle the situa-

tion and many COVID-19 pa-

tients have returned home af-

ter getting cured.

“At this point of time we

should remain united to fight

COVID-19 threat and already

people of Assam have come

together to fight the virus and

it should continue till vaccine

or medicine against the virus

comes up,” Sonowal observed.

He further said that simul-

taneously people should work

in their respective fields by

adhering to all precautions re-

lated  COVID-19 to enable the

State to overcome economic

challenges that have emerged

due to the COVID-19 threat.

The Chief Minister said

that the government has made

several relaxations to let eco-

nomic activity be carried out

by maintaining all safety meas-

ures to prevent outbreak of

novel coronavirus.

Sonowal said that the State

government has set up five re-

gional screening centres across

the State to screen returnees

and Jorhat was one of it.

He said that Health depart-

ment doctors, nurses, support-

ing staff, cleaning staff, ASHA

workers, ambulance drivers,

police were doing a commend-

able job.

The Chief Minister thanked

other departments like Civil

Defence wing, Disaster Man-

agement Authority, voluntary

organizations and the public for

extending cooperation to car-

ry out their jobs  round-the-

clock at this hour of crisis in a

smooth manner.

Sonowal said that the gov-

ernment was now extending

setting up of quarantine cen-

tres constituency-wise, pan-

Int’l Tea Day celebrated at
Dikom TE in unique manner

its kind in the industry.”

Samar Jyoti Chaliha, Superintending Man-

ager said that the e-portal would help the stu-

dents to easily search their respective e-class-

es course in a single platform by saving their

time. “At any time the children can access these

videos making learning better for the weaker

students. We have  started this initiative so

that our students will not remain behind in

their studies in this pandemic situation,” said

Chaliha.

It needs to be mentioned here that at Dikom,

the senior college going students are also tak-

ing classes for the junior students during the

period of lockdown by maintaining all guide-

lines that has been advised by the district ad-

ministration. To pay their gratitude to each

and everyone who are in the frontline working

day and night to save humanity from this dread-

ed COVID-19, the student sang the famous

song Hum Honge Kamyab Ek Din with a be-

lief that their hard work will bring smile back

on our faces one day.

Later the tea estate management went

house-to-house to felicitate a few elderly ex-

employees of the garden in recognition of their

hard work in the past in whose pillars the

present day Dikom Tea Estate stands.

8,401 fake PM KISAN beneficiaries
identified in Lakhimpur district

have so far voluntarily re-

turned their deposits amount-

ing to Rs 76,000 to banks in

the district. The Lakhimpur

Agriculture department has so

far selected 58,325 beneficiar-

ies against the applicants of

66,726  for the PM KISAN

scheme in the district.

It may be mentioned that

launched in December, 2018,

the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-

man Nidhi (PM-KISAN) is a

scheme with 100 per cent fund-

ing from the Government of

India. The scheme provides an

income support of Rs 6,000 per

year to all farmer families in

three equal instalments of Rs

2,000 each every four months,

transferred directly to the bank

accounts of the beneficiaries.

The entire responsibility of

identification of beneficiaries of

farmer families for PM-

KISAN rests entirely with the

State governments or Union

Territories and at this point the

scam has taken place at vari-

ous places of Assam including

Lakhimpur district. Similarly,

there have also been allega-

tions of demands of Rs 500

from each applicant by con-

cerned agents for enrolment

for the PM-KISAN card at

various gaon panchayats in La-

khimpur during the time of

hardship caused by the ongo-

ing lockdown.

NSUI urges CM to save
 Dehing Patkai

sure that the wildlife sanctu-

ary remains an Asiatic biodi-

versity hotspot and elephant

reserve forever. When the

entire globe is grappling with

the problem of climate

change, the Chief Minister

could emerge as the champi-

on for preserving ecological

balance and win the hearts of

people of Assam once again,

the student body wrote.

NSUI has said that allowing

coal mining inside the Dehing

Patkai forest will not only de-

stroy its biodiversity but also

cause harm to the ecological

balance, which will lead to pol-

lution, flood and erosion in the

near future. The area is very

rich in biodiversity besides

having various rare species of

birds, butterflies, fish, animals,

water bodies etc.

The student body fears that

National Board for Wildlife

(NBWL) permission to Coal

India Limited to carry out ex-

traction in 98.59 hectares of the

rainforest’s land will complete-

ly destroy Dehing Patkai and,

therefore, it has sought the in-

tervention of the Chief Minis-

ter at the earliest.

Villagers erecting a barricade to protect a crematorium from being eroded by the Boroi
river, in Gohpur on Thursday. – UB Photos

One  tests
COVID-19

positive in Baksa
ANN SERVICE

MUSHALPUR, May 21:

At a time when the graph of

COVID-19 positive cases is

rising  in the State everyday,

one youth tested positive in

Baksa today. Tilak Lama of

Subankhata village had arrived

at Kokrajhar from Chennai on

May 15 and had been in insti-

tutional quarantine there. He

along with three other com-

panions were sent to Sub-

ankhata for home quarantine

as a precautionary measure

for cyclone ‘Amphan’ today,

where the locals put them in

a local quarantine centre.

Meanwhile, the result of

the swab test already carried

out in Kokrajhar came out

today itself and Tilak Lama

tested COVID-19 positive.

Baksa district administration

with the co-operation of the

district Health department

shifted the affected youth to

Barpeta Medical College.

339 under
quarantine in
Golaghat dist

DERGAON, May 21: A

total of 604 people coming

from outside the State were

put under institutional quar-

antine in Golaghat district

during the last four days.

Among them, 265 were

released from the centre

while 339 are still in quaran-

tine centres in the district.

The DIPRO in-charge

Papu Gogoi said that the dis-

trict administration is keep-

ing a strict vigil in all the cen-

tres. – Correspondent

OBITUARY

Girish Chandra
Kakati

GUWAHATI,

May 21:

Girish Chan-

dra Kakati, a

resident of

Pubsarania,

G u w a h a t i

passed away on Monday

morning. He was 65.

He retired as Deputy Chief

Electrical Inspector of the

Government of Assam. He

leaves behind his wife, a son

and a daughter. His last rites

were performed at the Nav-

agraha crematorium

Rain disrupts normal
life in Dhubri dist

Wednesday night. It has

been reported that trees in

many places have fallen over

electricity lines and poles in

many areas. Meanwhile, in-

ternet and phone connectivi-

ty of all the networks have

been disrupted.

It has been informed that

the rain and storm is due to

the super cyclonic storm

‘Amphan’ that moved north-

northeastwards with a speed

of 27 kmph but weakened

later. It laid centred over

Bangladesh near Latitude

24.7° N and Longitude

89.5°E, which is nearly 150

kilometres south of Dhubri.

The Meteorological depart-

ment stated that it is very

likely to continue to move

north-northeastwards and

weaken further into a deep

depression during the next

few hours.

987 stranded people reach
Nagaon, quarantined

medical surveillance teams of the district

health services, collected a total of 781 swabs

samples for the first phrase till date and out of

which 3 samples tested COVID-19 positive

and 435 samples recorded negative and oth-

er test reports of 343 samples were pending.

The surveillance teams are yet to collect

swabs samples of other 200 people at the

temporary health camp set up at Nehrubali

field, the sources said adding that the district

administration as well as district health serv-

ices have set up 31 special quarantine centres

in the district with facilities of 1921 beds.
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Originating from Japan,

‘su do ku’ is a mind game

and a puzzle that can be

solved with proper

reasoning and logic. Fill

the grid with digits in such

a manner that every row,

every column and every

3 x 3 box accommodates

the digits 1 to 9 without

repeating any.

Solution of last problem

SU DO KU

TOKYO, May 21: Tokyo 2020 CEO
Toshiro Muto on Thursday denounced
claims that the International Olym-
pic Council (IOC) will have the Ol-
ympic Games cancelled if it is not held
in 2021.

In an interview with the BBC earlier,
IOC President Thomas Bach said that
the Games might be cancelled if the coro-
navirus cannot be controlled next year.

“You cannot every year change the en-
tire sports schedule worldwide of all the
major federations. You cannot have the
athletes being in uncertainty,” Bach said.

That actually echoed the view of To-
kyo 2020 President Yoshiro Mori, who
told Japan Nikkan Sports Daily last month
when he was asked the same question.
“In that case, it’s cancelled,” Mori said.

But Muto told reporters in an online
news conference that there is no “com-
mon understanding” between the IOC
and Tokyo 2020 about cancelling the
Games beyond 2021, reports Xinhua
news agency.

Tokyo 2020 CEO denounces
cancellation claim

“Mr. Mori was trying to say is that we
should have the mentality to prepare the
Games so that it can take place next
year,” Muto said.

“I don’t think they have a common un-
derstanding about cancelling the Games.”

Asked if the Games could be held be-
hind closed doors, Muto said, “We have
more than one year until the Games, it is
too early to have such discussion.”

“We need to carry out measures to
fight COVID-19,” he said. “However, we
don’t believe it is the time to answer
specific questions related to counter-
measures.”

In the interview, Bach said staging the
Games without fans is just “speculation”.

“This is not what we want,” Bach said.
“Because the Olympic spirit is about also
uniting the fans and this is what makes
the Games so unique that they’re in an
Olympic Stadium, all the fans from all
over the world are together.

“But when it then would come to the
decision... I would ask you to give me
some more time for consultation with
the athletes, with the World Health Or-
ganisation, with the Japanese partners.”

The Olympic Games was postponed
by one year and will be held from July 23
to August 8, 2021. – IANS

NEW DELHI, May 21:
Athletes led the way in pro-
viding the Indian Olympic As-
sociation their feedback on
how to restart national
camps amid the COVID-19
pandemic but a lot of national
federations missed the dead-
line for submission of re-
sponse, leaving IOA Presi-
dent Narinder Batra disap-
pointed.

On May 5, the IOA, while
conceding that the risk of
athletes losing motivation in
the ongoing lockdown is real,
sought their views along with
those of coaches and other
stakeholders on how to re-
start outdoor training.

There are around 40 Na-
tional Sports Federations
(NSFs) and 35 State Olym-
pic Associations recognised
by the IOA in the country.

Of these, 18 Olympic sport
NSFs were asked to respond
by May 20 but only seven –

Athletes provide feedback
to IOA on training

archery, hockey, rowing,
squash, volleyball, weightlift-
ing and yachting — gave
feedback before the deadline,
according to the IOA.

“Personally Disappointed
at the non seriousness of Ol-
ympic Sports who were to
revert by 20th May and did
not revert,” Batra said.

“I Sincerely hope that the
NSFs and SOAs who are to
revert by 30th May, 2020 are
taking it seriously and the
defaulters of 20th May dead-
line will revert urgently,” he
added. Sixteen SOAs were
also asked to send the collat-
ed responses from the ath-
letes and other stakeholders
before May 20 so that a draft
White Paper could be pre-
pared under Batra.

After that, the remaining
NSFs and SOAs were to sub-
mit their feedback by May 31
so that a final White Paper
could be ready in June. – PTI

‘Would love to see
Sourav as ICC chief’

JOHANNESBURG, May
21: After saying that they are
hopeful of hosting India in a
T20I series in August, Crick-
et South Africa (CSA) have
also now shown support for
BCCI President Sourav Gan-
guly to take over as chief of
ICC post Shashank Manohar
tenure. CSA Director of
Cricket Graeme Smith ex-
pressed his support for the
former India skipper and his
comments were also backed
by CSA CEO Jacques Faul.

“From our perspective, it
would be great to see a crick-
et man like Sourav Ganguly
may be getting into the Pres-
ident’s role of the ICC,” Smith
told reporters. “I think that
will be good for the game; I
think it will be good for the
modern game as well. He
understands it; he has played
it at the highest level; he is
respected; and his leadership
will be key to us going for-
ward,” the former South Af-
rica skipper said. – IANS

‘Looking forward
to play IPL’

MELBOURNE, May 21:
Australian pace spearhead Pat
Cummins believes the IPL
will be a great way to resume
cricket after the coronavirus-
forced hiatus and the high-
octane tournament will also
help in preparing for the T20
World Cup this year.

Cummins was bought by
Kolkata Knight Riders for a
whopping Rs 15.5 crores,
making him the most expen-
sive foreign player in the IPL.

The 27-year-old said he
has been in touch with his
owners and is optimistic of
playing the tournament this
year.

“Whenever I speak to the
owners of the team and the
staff there, they’re still real-
ly confident that it can be
played at some stage this
year,” Cummins told SEN on
Thursday.

“I was really looking for-
ward to playing it for many
obvious reasons, hopefully it
goes ahead.” – PTI

Korean club fined over
sex dolls in stands

SEOUL, May 21: South Korea’s FC Seoul were fined
a record 100 million won ($81,000) for using sex dolls to
fill seats at a match held behind closed doors, with K-
League officials saying the football club had “deeply hu-
miliated women fans”.

With spectators barred because of the coronavirus,
FC Seoul came under fire after dozens of dolls wearing
T-shirts or holding placards with the logo of a sex-toy
seller appeared at Sunday’s game. The incident made
headlines around the world.

After reviewing the case, the K-League accepted FC
Seoul’s claim that it did not know the mannequins were
sex toys, but said it “could have easily recognised their
use using common sense and experience”.

“The controversy over this ‘real doll’ incident has deeply
humiliated and hurt women fans (and) damaged the integri-
ty of the league,” it said in a statement late Wednesday,
handing down the largest fine in its 38-year-history.

FC Seoul accepted the decision, apologised and prom-
ised to prevent a repeat. Reports say a mannequin dis-
tributor approached the K-league offering to provide its
products to fill empty stands for free, and was introduced
to FC Seoul.  – AFP

Johri hopeful of
IPL this year
NEW DELHI, May 21:

BCCI chief executive Rahul
Johri says cricketing activities
can start “in earnest” only af-
ter the monsoon but he re-
mains “optimistic” about the
IPL happening this year.

Reiterating that safety of
players is paramount, Johri said
it should be left to individuals
to decide what’s best for them
amid the unprecedented cri-
sis that the COVID-19 pan-
demic has turned out to be.

“...every individual has the
right to decide on their safety,”
Johri said during a webinar or-
ganised by Twenty First Cen-
tury Media.

“We are going to be guided
by the Government of India in
its entirety, whatever are the
government guidelines is what
we’ll follow...Cricketing activi-
ty in earnest can start practical-
ly only after the monsoon sea-
son,” he added. – PTI

LAHORE, May 21:
Former Pakistan speedster
Shoaib Akhtar feels it is not
right to com-
pare former In-
dia cricketer
Sachin Ten-
dulkar and cur-
rent skipper Vi-
rat Kohli be-
cause the ‘Mas-
ter Blaster’ set
n u m e r o u s
records while
batting in the
‘toughest era of
cricket’.

Kohli is
widely regarded as Ten-
dulkar’s second coming in
Indian cricket and the ‘Del-
hi Dasher’ has already bro-
ken few records set by his
idol as well.

‘Tendulkar would have
scored 1.30 lakh runs’

Despite acknowledging
Kohli as a modern-day phe-
nomenon, Akhtar stated Ten-

dulkar came up
against tougher
oppositions and
that is why
c o m p a r i s o n
cannot be
made between
the two.

“Tendulkar
batted in the
toughest era of
cricket. If he
had to get the
chance now, he
may hit more

than 1.30 lakh runs. So it’s
not good to make a compari-
son between Sachin and
Kohli,” Akhtar said during a
live video session on Helo
app. – IANS

German women’s
league from May 29

COLOGNE, May 21: The

German women’s champion-

ship will resume behind closed

doors on May 29, the coun-

try’s football federation (DFB)

announced, after a suspension

of almost three months due to

the coronavirus.

The men’s season resumed

last weekend, also without fans

and under strict health meas-

ures designed to minimise the

threat from the virus.

“I am very happy that the

Bundesliga’s women’s clubs

have come out in favour of the

continuation of the season,” said

DFB president Fritz Keller.

“It’s precisely this unity that

we need during this crisis.”

Clubs had already voted

overwhelmingly to resume

the season with 11 of the 12 in

favour at a meeting of officials

on April 30. FC Cologne ab-

stained. – AFP

Shoaib Akhtar

Toshiro Muto


